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Interview and pix by Dan 


PE: When did Blackout form? 

Joe: January of ‘04. 

PE: Do you currently play in any other bands? 
Joe: No, not right now. 

PE: But when you formed? 

Joe: Yeah, Grant and I were in PROVOKED but 
that’s not happening anymore. 

PE: What are some previous bands? 

Joe: I hope you brought a 90 minute tape. You 
wanna start this one off Gooch? 

The Gooch: Ok... ASSRASH, FEED THE 
MACHINE, DREADNAUGHT, CUT THROAT 
HOODS and I think that’s it. 

Collin: I played in FALLEN GRACES, STILLBORN 
and now this band. There were a slew of other 
things that didn’t really happen. 

Joe: I was in DISSENSION, PROVOKED, 
and SCORNED. Those are the only ones that 
amounted to much. 

Grant: What about BULLMONKEY? 

Joe: Oh yeah, BULLMONKEY was the best band 
I was ever in. 

PE: What happened to them? 

Joe: We all moved on. 

PE: Did you actually ever play any shows? 

Joe: We played one gig in Belgium. We practiced 
twice and played one gig. 


PE: Who was in it? 

Joe: Krupa and Burch [STATE OF FEAR guys - 
editor.] and I played drums. 

Grant: Who played bass? 

Joe: I don’t even remember if anyone played 
bass. Probably some Belgian dude. Burch had 
to be blacked out in order to do it, so that’s why 
BULLMONKEY lasted only one show. 

Grant: I did films for CHRISTDRIVER and played 
in PHALANX, PROVOKED, TINNITUS for a little 
while and now BLACKOUT. 

PE: Can you explain what doing films for 
CHRISTDRIVER meant for people who never 
saw them live? 

Grant: We had two 16mm projectors and three 
slide machines. One of the projectors would be 
on a constant loop and then I would have other 
shit running. We had a 16mm camera so we 
stole shit from wherever. I went to a lot of school 
libraries and got boxes of films and spliced it all 
together. 


same kind of music over and over again. As much 
as we all love hardcore punk, or anarchopunk, 
or whatever kind of punk you can throw at us, 
we want to reach farther out and create different 
soundscapes and expand the realms of punk. 
We all still think we’re a punk band and not a 
rock and roll group. But we definitely like the rock 
and roll ideas that started in the 50’s and the 
Blues influences that Johnny Ramone and all his 
followers left out. 

PE: Your lyrics also seem to come from 
looking at life from a more down and out 
perspective rather than just songs about 
political subjects. This has me thinking the 
Blues for sure, but also some old school 
country too. 

The Gooch: Yeah, there’s definitely some classic 
Johnny Cash influence in there. 

Collin: In traditional American music, Blues and 
Country we used to distinguish the race of the 
person performing it and there wasn’t really a 
whole lot more difference. 

Joe: Those traditional styles were songs about 
your every day surroundings. Some punk stuff 
is more like “Let’s go out and fight them in the 
streets.” You can do that until you’re blue in the 
face and it’s not necessarily going to happen. 


PE: Musically Blackout has more of a dirty 
rock’n’roll sound than your previous bands. 
Where does this influence come from? 

The Gooch: The Blues. I’m a big Blues man. 
Collin: In a sense we’re bored with being fed the 
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Collin: Lyrically we just try to project what our lives 
are really like instead of portraying ourselves as 
Molotov-throwing heros. 

The Gooch: I’m no expert on politics or the Iraq 
War. As much as I would like to sing songs about 
it, I just don’t know enough to write good songs 
about what’s happening there. 

PE: In other words you write songs about 
your own life experiences? 

The Gooch: Yeah, definitely. 

Joe: There are a lot of social issues that are in 
our lyrics and it’s not all just ridiculous shit about 
drinking and stuff. They’re about issues we face 
in our lives and see happening around us. 

Collin: We do touch on things going on in the world 
but we don’t necessarily take a direct approach. 
The politics that we grew up on in punk rock are 
kind of obsolete now. In post-Patriot Act American 
we can’t necessarily use the direct means that we 
used to. Now have to take a different approach in 
how we frame our message. 

The Gooch: That’s not to say we’re afraid of 
some authority throwing us in prison because 
they don’t like our lyrics and think we’re a bunch 
of terrorists. 

Collin: We now write more about how we witness 
things and how we experience this reality. We’re 
not making a direct statement saying like, “This 
is what you should do,” or “This is what we do” or 
the typical anarchist punk lyrics. We’re not doing 
the “Go out and fight in the streets” kind of stuff. 
We don’t do that every day and I don’t see a lot of 
other people doing it either. When we do touch 
on issues we just do it from a more personal 
experience as part of a group of opposition. I 
would rather paint a picture with the lyrics than 
give a political lecture. 



PE: Does the name BLACKOUT give off 
the impression that you guys are a serious 
drinking band and not a social-political band? 

Joe: It’s doomed us and tends to reinforce the 
popular opinion about us. The name actually has 
dual meanings. 

Collin: The name came from the song which was 
written first. It just happened to be a drinking 
song and we needed a name. 

The Gooch: Yeah, but it has other meanings as 
well. Like with cities blacking out thanks to the 
energy crisis and such. 

PE: Do you think punk has changed your 
outlook on life? 

Joe: Yes, definitely. Punk made it better. 

Collin: Punk IS my life. 

The Gooch: Wherever I travel in the world I 
always seek out punks, and I’ve found that they 
are the best people I have ever met. 

PE: Where is the most outlandish place that 
you ran into other punks? 

Joe: Turkey. There was two. I wasn’t actually 
there on a punk rock pilgrimage or anything, but I 
did run into a couple of people. 

The Gooch: Thailand. I was already informed 
by a couple of people that Chiang Mai has a 
big scene. They really like Profane Existence 
and Minneapolis bands and I just happened to 
stumble across them. 

PE: Where would you be right now if punk 
didn’t find you? 

Collin: Easy answer is I would have shot myself! 


; Joe: Actually I probably * 

; wouldn’t even be 

aware of anything and 
I I’d be something like 

t Bill Gates’ right hand 

; man. 

Collin: I’d probably still 
t be playing music but it 
wouldn’t be as good. 

Joe: Before I 

i discovered punk I was 

[ a into metal first. I was 

i a fucking Work Boot. . . 

PE: Explain what a 
I Work Boot is? 

Joe: It’s a terrible 
inside joke. 

PE: A Connecticut 
thing? 

Joe: Yeah, definitely. I 
got into metal before I 
f was into punk. I don’t 

j know if I would be 

l playing music, but I’d 

definitely not be the 

> kind of person you 

i would get along with 

> very well. Enough 

r said. 

- 

) 

PE: What do you 
f guys do for work in 

*1 “real life?” 

I Gooch: I’m a 

I bartender and in the 

i past couple of years 

have started wood g 
carving. I am hoping 
f to pursue a career in 

> customized furniture 

> and cabinetry. 

b PE: How did you get 
3 into that? 

The Gooch: Through 
3 my travels I have been 

3 exposed to different 

cultures and saw how 
5 they still hand craft a lot of stuff. 

3 PE: Is that something you are learning on 
your own? 

The Gooch: I went to the Minnesota School of 
r Woodcarving for a few months and the rest 
is self-taught through reading books and just 
practicing and patience. 

Grant: I’m a cook. 

I Joe: I drive a cab. 

y Collin: I sell plastic bullshit to plastic people. 

Joe: Phallic bullshit... 
t The Gooch: And rubber products... 

Joe: And don’t forget your bottle of lube! 
y Collin: Don’t print that. 

I The Gooch: You doomed yourself. 
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PE: Any other punk rock “projects” you guys 
are involved with around town? 

The Gooch: Joe’s a big Extreme Noise man... 
Hot dog parties!! 

Joe: On Mondays I volunteer at Extreme Noise 
Records. I work nights so it’s kind of tough to get 
involved with a lot of stuff besides practicing with 
these guys twice a week. 


Collin: He makes vegetarian hot dogs for the 
record buyers. 

Joe: Vegan hot dogs. 

Collin: I’m sorry, vegan hot dogs. 

PE: Whose idea was the vegan hot dogs? 

Joe: Widget and I. 

The Gooch: It must be slow in there on Monday. 
Joe: We like to give presents to the kids for coming 
in and buying records and skipping school. I used 
to involve myself a lot more with booking gigs and 
running venues. With my current time restraints I 
just can’t do it anymore. Besides, it’s a thankless 
effort and it’s time for someone else to do it. 

PE: Yeah, if you think punk music is going 
to make you rich then you’ve got another thing 
coming. 

Collin: Give it up kids, go get a job! 

PE: You can only get rich if you’re Rob 
Halford. 

Collin: Yeah, but he’s got the moves. 

Joe: There’s a JUDAS PRIEST box set at 
Extreme Noise for $35. 

PE: Is it vinyl or CD’s? 

Joe: It’s CD’s but the box is studded. 

PE: Damn, then I had better go down and get 
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bands because 
there were a lot 
fewer of them. Now 
it’s really easy to 
start a band, record 
a record and book a 
tour, within the DIY 
community. There 
are really just a 
flood of new bands 
out there. Many 
of them are really 
good but most of 
% them are not. With 

such a wealth of 
bands out there it’s 
V really hard to find 

one in particular to 
a rally around. When 

those old bands 
come through it’s 
a lot easier for 
people’s brains to be 
stimulated by those 
old locker / school 
desk carvings they 
knew from high 
school. I like what 
John Misery says 
* when people talk 

about how good it 
| was back in the day. 

He’s says, “You’re 
living in the day!” 
Gooch: I guess a lot 
of people grow out 
of it. I get a lot of 
people who tell me, 
•• .. , “I used to be punk.” 

And I just think “Uh- 
uh, you’re not a 
punk if you have to 
say you used to be 
one!” 

I PE: I imagine you 

— * get that a lot at 

work. 

The Gooch: Oh yeah I get that all the time. 

Joe: If you’re not a punk now then you never 
really were one. 

PE: In other words punk didn’t find them. 


Joe: It’s like when you meet someone and think: 
this person is right on, and then you can declare 
that person a Gordon. There is also a High 
Gordon. 

PE: What’s that? 

Joe: You my friend. 

(laughter) 

Collin: One whose status of Gordonhood cannot 
be denied. 

Joe: You’re a High Gordon, The Gooch is a High 
Gordon, Jon Misery is a High Gordon... 

Collin: I like to think of it as an anti-Chivalric 
order. We’re like the Masons with the spaghetti 
dinners. 


PE: OK, we’re going to go around the room 
and ask each of you to choose one of two 
answers that best describes you. Both or 
none of the above, are not options. Feel free 
to explain your answers. 


PE: Let’s start with The Gooch. Blue collar or 
white collar? 

The Gooch: Blue collar. I’ve always been involved 
with hard and am willing to get my hands dirty. The 
closest thing I’ve had to an office job was doing 
some work for Profane. Haha! That was the closest 
thing I ever had to a desk job. Except that I got to 
drink on the job and get paid for it. [I can assure you 
we never do that kind of thing at PE - ed.]. 


PE OK Grant, boozer or brawler? 

Joe: Lover! 

Grant: I guess I’m just a boozer but I used to be 
a brawler. 


PE: Joe... Hero or villain? 

Joe: Villain. No two ways about it! 


PE: Collin... Red neck or pencil neck? 

Collin: Can I be both? 

PE: No. 

Collin: I suppose I’m a pencil neck then. And 
that’s probably gonna stick with me now. 


PE: Gooch... Lover or hater? 

The Gooch: (Deep voice like Berry White) 
LOVER. 


it before this interview comes out! 


PE: Do punks spend too much time living in 
the past? 

Gooch: I don’t know. Sometimes I don’t think that 
people are trying hard enough anymore. Maybe 
it’s due to the Patriot Act that people don’t seem 
to want to get out and do anything anymore. 
Instead a lot of people like to reminisce about the 
past and talk about how it was in the “good old 
days.” 

Joe: The first time the Subhumans came, about 
half of the people who went to that show had 
to dust off their old jackets before leaving the 
house. About half of those people never go to 
shows anymore and just came out for one last 
show or something. I guess I don’t know if they 
are living in the past or something from the past 
was brought up and they came out for it. In a 
lot of ways punk is moving into the future and 
the whole thing now is moving over to the fucking 
internet. When’s the last time you got an actual 
letter from someone? It’s all become way less 
personal. 

Collin: I think it is easier to look up to those old 


PE: Grant... Innie or Outie? 

Grant: Innie. 


PE: Explain to me what a Gordon is? PE: Joe... Winner or Loser? 

Joe: You’re looking at four of them right now. Joe: Definitely loser. 

The Gooch: It’s a fisherman. 

Collin: It’s a stupid inside joke we have. PE: Left or Right? 

Joe: Sorry, that’s two inside jokes in one Collin: I’m left handed so definitely left... 
interview. 

Collin: When you love each other like we do PE: Mover or shaker? 

it’s pretty easy to take a stupid idea and let it The Gooch: Shaker 

snowball until it’s a part of your life. 

Joe: There’s a lot of Gordons out there on the PE: Top or bottom? 

West Coast because we just Gordon’d a lot of Grant: Ugh... 

people on the last tour. Collin: Wait who was the lover? 

The Gooch: A Gordon is a good, straight-shootin’ Grant: I guess I’m bottom, 
person... The Gooch: Oh, boy! 

Collin: Someone who goes hard, loves drinkin’... 

The Gooch: And will go out of their way to help PE: Were you happy with how your last album 
someone else out. came out? 

Joe: Basically it’s people that still give a fuck. Joe: Ummm... not so much. 

The Gooch: And grab life by the balls. PE: You must at least be happy with your labels 
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The Gooch: I 
don’t think we’re 
saying that any 
one city is better 
than another. 
We’re just looking 
for the change of 
environment for 
ourselves. 

Collin: New 
surroundings help 
stimulate the life 
impulse and that’s 
what we want. 


in order to ask them to do the next one? 

Joe: Oh yeah... oops! Oh yeah, the guys who put 
out the records are complete dicks. 

Grant: No, everything with the records labels was 
really great. 

Collin: Recording with John Misery, having PE 
do the CDs and Aborted Society do the records 
worked out really well. You know, being involved 
with friends who all support the DIY community 
one hundred fucking percent. 

Joe: Being friends with all the people involved 
made it a much more personal endeavor. 

PE: Then you weren’t as happy with the music 
on the first one? 

Joe: I think the music is alright. We just didn’t 
work on the recording as much as we did with the 
second one, and the production was a little thin. It 
was our first recording endeavor as this band. 
The Gooch: It wasn’t as well polished as our 
second one. Now we know how things work and 
how we sound together. 

Joe: We recorded that first record not too long 
after we started the band. Now we know each 
other so much better as a band. 

PE: How is this new record different? 

The Gooch: On this new record there is still a lot 
of rock and roll flavor, but I think our punk roots 
are coming out a little more. There’s more fast 
songs and thrashy songs. 

Collin: It’s just more BLACKOUT. We’ve gotten 
better at being what we are. The songs are better 
and we’ve gotten better at playing together as a 
band. 


PE: Anything to 
add? 

Collin: Leave your * ^ 

dogs at home and I 

don’t bring them to . fj 

the shows. m 

Joe: We’re not a I 

ft 

dog band. We all fjf 

have cats. jp 

Collin: STILLBORN r 
used to have a 

song about not f # || 

bringing your dogs . j ; f 

to shows and we j 

used to have to 

live by it. You know f ||| j |J 

there we were gw m j| 

playing this song ” ' 

and some dummy ^ am 
would have their S* | H 

dog at the show. 

You know we 
would stop playing 

and tell the people Ik. # 

to please take their ** W ' 

dog somewhere 1\ L 

else. 

Joe: And that’s * 

weird because 

some people have us pegged as a band of crusty 
drunk punks that bring their dogs to shows. 

PE: Do you think you have that reputation? 

The Gooch: According to some people at another 
fanzine. 

Joe: I think our name proceeds us. 

Collin: I think it’s odd that people seem to what 
to compartmentalize everything that doesn’t 
fit into their particular idea of what punk rock 
is. Especially coming up in Minneapolis where 
there are so many kinds of punk rock in one 
community. I never saw that division here, but so 
many other people seem to think it’s necessary 
to slag other people and try to fit them into some 
stupid stereotype. 

PE: Depending on your point of view, PE 
bands are either stereotyped as being uptight 
PC automatons or worthless train-hopping 
drunk crusties. 

Collin: One of the goals of BLACKOUT was to 
just shed all those kinds of labels and simply play 
the kind of music we want to hear. I don’t want to 
be put into any kind of box. 

The Gooch: Just like the phrase “No class.” 

Collin: Punk is already a strong enough label and I 
wouldn’t want to get any more specific than that. The Gooch: Anyway... Cheers Dan for doing the 
PE: Some bands seem to take the subgenre interview! 


PE: Aside from your new album coming 
out, what are the immediate future plans for 
BLACKOUT? 

The Gooch: We were going to head out on an 
East Coast tour at the end of March but that’s not 
happening now. Between our van being broken 
down and high gas prices we’ve decided to put 
it off. 

PE: Are you still considering moving to 
Seattle? 

Joe: There’s no considering anymore. 

Collin: It is reality. 

PE: When? 

Collin: We’re all going to trek out there in our own 
usual unorganized way. 

Joe: We’re gonna roll into town like a bunch of 
hobos. 

Collin: Yeah, we’re all catching different trains. 
PE: What brought on the move? 

Joe: Go outside! (laughter) 

Collin: We were all ready for a change and 
BLACKOUT was the thing that kept us all here 
in Minneapolis. We decided that we could have a 
change and have BLACKOUT too. 

Joe: For me personally, my life has gotten pretty 
stagnant here in Minneapolis. There used to be 
all kinds of things I used to do and now all I do 
is work, more than I want to, and not much of 
anything else. I get my two nights a week of 
band practice and the rest of the time I’m not 
doing anything. It’s pretty depressing. I’m not 
too old to be doing this shit, but I just need to 
go somewhere fresh and make a change of my 
routine. Some people are content to live their 
life in one place. I mean if you’re happy then do 
it. I personally recommend a change of scenery 
to everyone. 


labels seriously and market their releases 
and merchandise to specific groups. 

Collin: We’re not smart enough for that! But 
I can understand how someone could take 
advantage of people being so accepting based 
on appearances. You know, for being such a big, 
supposedly free-thinking movement, it sometimes 
boggles my mind how there is still such a herd 
like mentality. 

PE: You mean like people buying their credibility 
by adhering to certain fashions? 

Collin: Yeah, you know if they paint the right logo 
on their jacket or wear the right T-shirt, have the 
right look and the right sound. I think we should 
be a little more critical and able to discern the 
sincerity of the person delivering the image. 

PE: Would you still be accepted if you wore a 
blank T-shirt or are you accepted because you 
wear the right one? 

Grant: That’s why I quite wearing band T-shirts a 
long time ago. 

Collin: Yeah man, I used to look like a stock car 
or something because I was covered in so many 
patches and logos... 
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HEVN (directly translated means “REVENGE”) 
is an intense hardcore punk / crust band from 
Oslo, Norway. During their relatively brief 
existence they’ve released an excellent demo 
cassette, two EP’s and have toured Europe 
twice. PE’s own Scandinavian bureau chief Paul 
Pit was sent on assignment to interview HEVN 
during their recent show with WARCOLLAPSE 
in Oslo. Here is what he has to report... 


PE: Who plays in HEVN and what do you do? 

Sonya: I sing in HEVN. 

Robin: I play bass. 

Jani: I play guitar. 

Thomas: I play guitar too. Ole, our drummer, is 
not here. 


PE: This year you have your second record, 

a 7” What Goes Around Comes Around. I 

know it hasn’t been out long, but have you 
had any reactions so far? 

Sonya: We originally had the tour edition cover 
while we were waiting for our friend Adam to be 
released from prison. He drew the cover for this 
new one so technically its just been put out. The 
reaction we have gotten from friends has been 
good so far. It has not been distributed much yet 
because it just came out. 

Jani: Yes so we are waiting for it to be distributed 
now. 


with lots of activities and bands. They also have 
a festival every year called “Pobeorock” which is 
great. 

Robin: There are also scenes in Bergen, Arendal, 
Tonsberg, even Halden and Horten, of course. 


is a negative thing, but can also be positive in 
a way. I think everybody has their own agenda 
when it comes to HEVN. Its a very destructive ex- 
pression, that we thought fit the music we wanted 
to play, not that’s it destructive, but in a positive 
way. 


PE: You also have a 12” coming? What can 
we expect? 

Robin: The plan was to release it in March but I 
have a feeling that’s not going to happen. 

Jani: I think May. The plan is to have it ready for 
our European tour which starts in May. Sjakk 
Matt Plater will release that one too. And there is 
a tape coming out on Honest Janis Tapes. 


PE: Do you think there is a hierarchy in the 
scene in Norway? Is it difficult for new bands 
to be “approved” by the scene? 

Robin: I don’t think so. 

Thomas: I think it was worse before. Now there 
are many new young bands, which is very posi- 
tive. 

Robin: As long as you’re not stupid, with a red- 
neck attitude and are positive, it’s easy to get a 
gig here in Oslo. So I don’t think it’s hard to get in 
the scene here... 

Jani: Yeah, I played in a band called SKAMBANT 
before. Nobody had ever heard of us but we got 
a gig at Blitz right away. No leaders here... Ha 
ha ha. 


PE: You have played some good shows this 
year in Oslo, with BORN/DEAD among others, 
and have also toured Europe. Are you plan- 
ning some more shows and/or tours? 

Robin: We are going to tour in March I think... 
Jani: Ha ha. It’s in May! 

Sonya: Robin is starting his solo tour in March. 
Ha ha! 

Jani: No we are leaving for tour around the 20th 
of May, and are coming home on the 29th of 
June. Its a five week tour all over Europe. 


PE: You are also releasing a CD with both 
your 7”s. Can we expect some goodies from 
your demo on there as well? 

Sonya: Yeah the demo will be a bonus track at 
the end of the CD. 


PE: Which labels are you on? All Norwegian 
labels? 

Sonya: Both of our EPs are on Sjakk Matt Plater 
but the CD is being released by Ruin Nation in 
Bremen, Germany. 

Jani: The CD will contain both our EPs and the 
demo will be just a bonus. 


PE: Favorite country to tour in? 

Sonya: Germany, because Germans really ap- 
preciate Norwegian punk. It’s in the center of Eu- 
rope and it’s such a large collective scene, with 
so many different activities and houses in many 
different cities. It’s always a very good place to 
play and the people there are great. 

PE: How is the scene in Oslo and the rest of 
Norway? 

Jani: The scene in Oslo is great. There are lot 
of squats and places to play. The Blitz is still be- 
ing renovated and that’s a bit weird. And there 
are also many great bands at this time. [Blitz is 
a long-running and very famous squatted radical 
community house in Oslo with a gig space, cafe 
and store -ed.] 

Robin: Yeah it has many great bands for being 
such a small country. 

Thomas: There’s a great scene in Trondheim too, 


PE: Sonya, you moved from Seattle, USA to Nor- 
way. Why? 

Sonya: I didn’t move directly from the States to 
Norway. I lived in Europe for two years before 
coming to Norway. I had been squatting in the 
States since I was 1 5, and was reading about the 
squatting movement in Britain and the Nether- 
lands. I read about Blitz for the first time when I 
was 15 years old and always wanted to go there. 

I moved to Europe when I was 21-22 and lived 
in Scotland for a while. I also lived in Amsterdam 
with some Swedish people. One of them named 
Jonas actually lives here in Oslo now too. We 
hitchhiked through Sweden and came to Norway. 

I really like Norway because it reminds me of 
where I come from. There are still some moun- 
tains and trees around and we have a very good 


PE: Why are you called HEVN? 

Jani: Ha ha! Well, Robin and I played in a band 
together before and there was too much fighting 
over many different things. I decided to start a 
new band. Then Robin called me and asked, “Are 
you gonna start a band without me?” I met him 
at a pub and decided that we were going to start 
HEVN. And then we called around, first to Kjetil 
who was our first guitarist, and he joined. Then 
we called Ole and he joined, and then we started 
to rehearse. 

Robin: Yeah, we had the name ready before we 
had any songs. The concept was HEVN, which 



punk scene. I think its probably the best place 
for me. 

PE: How long after did you join HEVN, and 
was HEVN formed? 

Sonya: I think I joined HEVN after four months of 
living here. Jani asked me to come to the studio 
to try out. I was a bit shy at first, but after a while 
I started screaming my guts out. Its the first band 
I have sung in. I played guitar in a Polish cover 
band in Amsterdam before... 

PE: You have ex-members from other vari- 
ous Norwegian hardcore bands. When you 
started HEVN did you decide to continue in 
the traditional Norwegian style? What are the 
bands that have had the greatest impact on 
you? 

Robin: For me it’s the early ‘90 s in hardcore punk 
which has had the greatest impact on me. But we 
don’t try to play any particular style, rather we are 
influenced by people and bands around us. 


Thomas: I think we all have different influences. 
It’s not that we try to sound like anything, we just 
play what we think is cool. 

Jani: I used to jam a lot with Borre Lovik (RIP) [for- 
mer guitarist of SO MUCH HATE and STENGTE 
D0RER] so I guess he taught me a trick or two. 
Robin: SO MUCH HATE in the early ‘90's was 
amazing. 

Jani: All of us in HEVN have different favorite 
bands who we are influenced from. I like the me- 
lodic punk thing like LA FRACTION, THE GITS, 
SIGNAL LOST and bands like that. 

Robin: I like bands like RUDIMENTARY PENI 
and BORN DEAD ICONS. 

Thomas: I like POISON IDEA and BANNLYST for 
example. 


Sonya: I guess my favorites are RUDIMENTARY 
PENI, ANTISCHISM, FINAL CONFLICT, AME- 
BIX and KAFKA PROSESS, off course. 

PE: Sonya, do you think you have different 
influences coming from the US? 

Sonya: Yeah, tough question. For example the 
difference between Sweden and Norway is that 
in Norway they are more into Amercan hardcore, 
and Sweden is more into English charged-hair 
punk. So here it’s more POISON IDEA rather 
than DISCHARGE. More about the heart than 
the hair, and I can hear that in the music too. I ac- 
tually prefer KAFKA PROSESS to ANTI-CIMEX, 
because in their music I can hear their heart, not 
just their hair! 

PE: Robin, what happened to KORT PROS- 
ESS? 

We played for seven years and then we quit. We 
came to a point where we didn’t have any energy, 
and so we quit. I am glad we did. 


PE: Would you call the band DIY? How impor- 
tant do you think the DIY ethic is to punk? 

Sonya: We do everything ourselves, book own 
tours, etc. If we don’t do it ourselves then at least 
we do it with people who are involved in the 
HEVN “family” like Tarjej from Sjakk Matt Plater. 
He is like family in the sense that he puts out our 
records and comes with us on tour. And I think it’s 
important that if you can’t do everything yourself, 
then you should at least have friends there that 
can help. 

Jani: We have the whole package here in Oslo. 
There is Sjakk Matt Plater that releases our re- 
cords. Endless Tinnitus is a cheap punk rock stu- 
dio that has existed for years. It’s a non-profit DIY 


studio and much respect goes out to Mr. Mokk for 
keeping it going. 

PE: Your thoughts on anarchism? Are you 
anarchists? 

Jani: I dont like labels because they tend to stig- 
matize things. I don’t believe in anarchism as a 
kind of religion. I think it is most important that 
you have your heart in the right place. 

PE: Do you think homophobia and sexism are 
still problems within the punk scene? If so, 
how do you think it can be resolved? 

Sonya: In the overall punk scene I am not sure, 
but as far as Norway is concerned, I don’t really 
see so much of it. I have never seen anybody 
attacked for being gay, never seen any girls at- 
tacked for being girls, and never any boys at- 
tacked for being boys. I really don’t have a good 
answer for that. 

Robin: In the scene here in Oslo it’s acceptable 
to be whatever/whomever you are, despite your 
gender or sexuality. I don’t think homophobic 
statements would be tolerated in this scene. 

Why did HEVN choose to use severe political 
lyrics? Do you feel your message is relevant 
and that people will pay attention? Is this im- 
portant? 

Sonya: I am not sure how severe it is, but just an 
expression of what we think is wrong with things. 
They’re not about just one particular situation, 
but many. It doesn’t really matter to me if not ev- 
erybody gets the full message, as long there is 
somebody out there who gets it. 

PE: What do you think about bands who sing 
about nuclear war (which no longer seems 
like such an imminent threat)? Aren’t religious 
/ feudal wars more of a relevant theme? 

Sonya: I think the same way about bands who 
use images of mushroom clouds and dead Asian 
babies to sell records. It’s really generic and re- 
dundant. I don’t really see much of a point to it. 
As far as religion is concerned it has been like 
that for thousands of years. 

PE: Do they do it to sell records, or do they do 
it because they are imitating another band? 

Sonya: Probably a bit of both. 

PE: Who writes the lyrics? Do you think it is 
important to research what you are singing 
about, or is it all based on personal opinion? 

Sonya: For me its both. Most things that are writ- 
ten are based somewhat on the writer’s personal 
opinions. A lot of history books would be very dif- 
ferent if they were based on truth and not just 
the victors’ personal opinions. There are always 
many sides to things, and no matter what I re- 
search I end up having a personal opinion at the 
end of the day. 

PE: What are some things in life that really 
frustrate you (but don’t want to write songs 
a bout)? 

Thomas: Personal tragedies. 

Robin: I think you can write about things that are 
personal to you but you can also write it in anoth- 
er way. To express it through music. That’s what 
I try to do in a way. 
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Thomas: I think it also has to do with the fact that 
no Norwegian bands have ever toured the US. 
Jani: Yeah we can’t get visas. Ha ha! 

Thomas: I want to say that I am really big fan of 
Swedish hardcore... 

Jani: Yes, MARTYRDOD, ACURSED... 

Thomas: ANTI-CIMEX... 

Sonya: STREBERS... They are all a big part of 
our influences. 

Robin: There are also more Norwegian bands 
playing Swedish style hardcore nowadays. 

Jani: And the co-operation between the scenes 
its getting much stronger, with Swedish bands 
coming over here and Norwegian bands over 
there to places like Spatt, Fullersta, Skylten, etc. 
All great places.. 

PE: The rivalry between the Norwegian and Robin: Like today when WARCOLLAPSE plays 
Swedish hardcore scenes has been a sticky here in Oslo, 
subject in some circles. How is it that the 
Swedish hardcore sound has become a world 
famous standard while just the Norwegian 
bands, who are just as incredible, get little re- 
spect internationally? Do you think the Nor- 
wegian punks need to hire a new marketing 
firm? Contact: 

Thomas: First of all I haven’t heard anything 

about rivalry between Norwegian and Swedish hevn666@gmail.com 
scenes. Swedish hardcore has always been very www.hevner.org 
DISCHARGE like and has became very popular www.myspace.com/xhevnx 
in the States, etc. I think its weird. In my view 
Norwegian hardcore is better, with more sub- Records and distro: 
stance, and is more technical. 

Jani: When punk began it was more accepted in 
Sweden and you could even hear punk on the 
radio. You could never hear that in Norway. 

Sonya: There’s more people in Sweden so they 
have more punks and of course more bands. 

They also tend to tour more internationally. But 
before Swedish hardcore was popular in the 
States it was Finnish hardcore. I knew who RAT- 
TUS was before I heard of ANTI-CIMEX. First it 
was Finnish, now its Swedish and someday it will 
be Norwegian hardcore too. 


Jani: I will never make a song about my ex. Ha, Jani: There was a nice place called Gjenbruk- 
ha! shallen that burned down. Less than a month 

after they have a new building project ready. It 

PE: Do you think the media gives a fair repre- really smelled like a load of shit, 
sentation of facts? 

Sonya: It depends, because “media” is a very PE: What releases other than your own do 

big word and there are lots of different kinds of you look forward to in 2008 ? 

media. It’s always going to propagandize no mat- 
ter if it’s left or right. There will always be some 
facts and then they will pull the rest out of their 
own ass. 

Robin: I think that television is dangerous. There 
are very well-directed programs designed to feed 
people with “truths.” Many people have their real- 
ity and world view based on what they see on 
television. That’s very bad. People should read 
books instead. 

Jani: I think it sucks that every time some criminal 
act happens the media always shows that it was 
a foreigner who did it. 

Robin: All the things I have read about in the me- 
dia, things that I have witnessed myself, have 
been totally twisted when I read the media’s 
version. Far from the truth. That’s probably the 
same with most news stories we read about. No 
roots in realty. That’s probably the case for many 
people who witnessed something and then read 
about it reported differently in the media. 

Jani: Like Klassekampen (Norwegian left news- 
paper) for example, when Ungdomshuset was 
evicted they had a economic story on the front 
cover. There was not one single word about Ung- 
domshuset in any way. They write about stuff that 
sells. Fuck the mass media. 


PE: Any last words? 

Sonya: I want to thank all the people who have 
put us up and all who put up with us, both in the 
past and future, and to Profane Existence. 


Sjakk Matt Plater 
postboks 49 VSIerenga 
0626 Oslo 
Norway 


PE: Some of you are squatters? What does 
squatting mean to you? Why do you do it? 

Robin: Its very important, like how the housing 
market and residence policy are here in Oslo. Its 
impossible to live in this city without... hmmm dif- 
ficult to explain. 

Jani: If you want to live in Oslo, and live a life that 
you control yourself, then its not possible unless 
you’re on welfare or work a full time job. Most 
jobs that you can live with don’t pay well enough. 
Basically you have to work your ass off simply 
to have a roof over your head and that’s wrong. 
Therefore we choose to live in opposition and 
occupy our houses in order to show people it’s 
possible that you don’t have to work your ass off. 
Work, eat, sleep. Work, eat, sleep. TV, TV, TV. 
We aim to break up that circle. 

Robin: Even if you work, and I myself have 
worked for the last five years, you can’t afford 
a decent place to live. Its not all about money 
either. It is also about creating your own culture 
and to show that it’s possible to live another way. 
And it doesn’t affect someone else because 
these houses were empty. Its also important to 
mention that its not just for occupation’s sake that 
we squat. It is also to show a point to everyone 
who is in a bad housing situation, who work their 
asses off to make high loan payments. We are 
also taking back from the rich housing moguls 
who let buildings stay empty. The biggest mogul 
here in Oslo, Olav Thon, just lets old buildings 
fall into disrepair. Many of the old buildings he 
owns have “strangely” burnt down. And then you 
can see new buildings pop up with expensive tiny 
apartments that people have to take up big loans 
to pay for. 




“Despite all those tracks from different 
releases and numerous line-ups, the 
wonderful thing about MURDER DISCO 
X is that all the songs here sound 
consistent, with the same pent up fury 
and anger from start to finish. Great 
recording quality from start to finish, 
which is a big plus to my ears. Exciting 
fast and furious 80 ’s style hardcore with 
great d-beat sensibilities and rip roaring 
songs. No cannon fodder here, all highly 
charged incendiary, adrenalin pumping 
core to the max. Memorable songs that 
make me wanting to play it again and 
again and agaiq. All the lyrics are printed 
in their full glory and boy Ralf is an angry 
man. He’s got a lot of interesting things to 
say, doesn’t hold back and I agree with his 
ideals. A great CD that will appeal to the 
hardcore purists and crusties and anyone 
else with good sense and taste. ” That is 
what I wrote about their discography CD. 
Check it out and thanks to Ralf for the 
great interview. (Mel Hughes) 








punk. Peter is a die hard RAMONES fan. I think 
he could were a different RAMONES shirt for 
40 days straight. I got into UK anarcho punk 
pretty early, so I think that is why we never really 
took notice of each other. We found out that we 
had been to a lot of the same gigs though. So 
anyway, my girlfriend somehow hooked us up 
and Peter got us a drummer and a guitar player 
and we started to practise with MINOR THREAT 
cover songs, and a song from an old band he had 
with the guitar player in the 80s. 


leather again. Nabate and Flat Earth record had 
quite an impact. I was writing for Plot fanzine at 
that time, which had pretty much of an impact on 
the dead scene. “Business punk” got really scared 
of us and threatened to sue or use violence... 
NYHC was still huge but seeds planted by tours 
by the likes of NAUSEA started to grow. Not 
that we were influenced by them anyway. We 
were pretty much into old 80s hardcore punk, 
covering MINOR THREAT, 7 SECONDS and 
VARUKERS... 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: So Ralf, how did 
the band get together? Was it a meeting of 
minds? Good looks? Great tunes? 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: What city was this? 
Were there many punks around?What was the 
flavor of the month at that time? I remember 
bands moving away from the 80s sound and 
doing different stuff. 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: What’s with the name 
of the band? 


MDX: Hmmm. It was around the end of 1992. I 
think Peter (bass player) and I (vocals) originally 
got hooked up through my girlfriend. She met him 
some time earlier on some kind of social project 
and got a 7” from his grind band BELCHING 
BEET. Around that time the band had split and 
he was looking for new people to start a band. I 
had not played music for a couple of years and 
wanted to start a new band. It is funny that we 
never met before because we were both in the 
local punk scene since the late 70, but we were 
coming from different angles of the scene. Peter 
is more a hard rock / metal turned into punk guy, 
and I was a glamrock (KISS anyone?) kid. I got 
into punk when a friend of mine failed to pass 
class at school and had to repeat one year. We 
got into a new class where a girl had an elder 
brother who was into punk music, but wasn’t a 


MDX: Haha. Didn’t you sign the contract for this 
interview that said you are not allowed to ask this 
question? We need to talk to the management 
here... Well when switching the band from 
TIMETOSUFFERPOWER to what became MDX 
we had another name for a short period of time. 
We didn’t like the name any longer but we loved 
the logo so we had to come up with another 
name that would fit the M-D-E/X logo. Next 
question. Oh you are insisting? Well said name 
was THE MARC DUTROUX EXPERIENCE. 
Marc Dutroux was some filthy pervert who was 
kidnapping young girls in Belgium, locking them 
up in a “private” jail, and raping them. Some got 
murdered, some starved to death when he was 


MDX: Stuttgart, Germany. Motor city: home of 
Porsche and Mercedes Benz. The Punk scene 
was pretty much divided. Numbers? Hmmm, the 
big bands could easily draw a couple of hundred 
people back then. Flavour of the month - me and 
my peers were just about to turn back into a more 
“classic” punk direction. Most of us were “old” 
punks who had joined the European hardcore 
scene that started in the mid to late 80s. Around 
that time “hardcore” had gotten even more dull 
than punk was as we moved away from it. Little 
by little people started to dig out their studs and 
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because Peter and me (Ralf) are so dominant. I 
guess they are kind of right. So if both of us really 
do not like a song it is quite possible it won’t be 
played. But most of the time everyone involved 
gets what he wants - let it be songs, gigs or the 
sound in the studio. 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: You and Peter are 
dads. How many do you have? Does being 
a parent restrict your involvement within the 
punk scene? 


MDX: Peter has got two sons, I have a daughter 
and Kieren has a daughter too. Being a parent, 
especially of a young kid, does restrict EVERY 
involvement in EVERYTHING. Peter had to fight 
a lot with his wife about time being consumed by 
punk rock or being away and having fun while 
she has to stay home taking care of the kids. If I 
remember it right, we even played a gig the night 
when Peters first kid was born. I think he just 
^ rushed to the hospital from stage. My 
A\ wife was pretty tolerant at first, but 

I overstressed and it climaxed 
when I planned to skip her 
A brother’s wedding to play 

S at Kelly’s “bye bye Stuttgart” 
% gig. We were close to 
1 divorce and Peter actually 
got divorced. But there 
were more reasons, not 
Q * necessarilyjustdepending 
* on having kids. Kids just 


gigs in the past. Migge is 

a professional Stagehand '''Wf 

and is doing shit work for 

all the major label acts ^ 

that come through town, 9 

Schmier and Ralf are 

“IT professionals” which 

means they sit in front 

of the internet all day and *** f 

pretend that they are working ▼ | 

while spending too much time on / I 

message boards and shit. Besides 

that the usual punk stuff, going to gigs etc., 

but especially Peter and Ralf have become real 

picky these days so we often prefer to stay at 

home instead of seeing another copy of another 

band that copied another band. Ralf used to put 

up a lot of gigs in the late 80s early 90s for touring 

bands, but got burned out on it and only does 

a couple of gigs when he is really into a band. 

Also fanzine and label stuff got totally shut down. 

Peter is a biker and likes to ride, Ralf spends way 

too much time on the internet. 


away, but I can’t remember if he was locked up 
or not. There was a big scandal about the affair 
because he was just not a “normal” pervert who 
was doing it to fulfil his own fantasies. As a matter 
of fact he was “catering” those kids to rich and 
prominent Belgians. “They” tried to cover it up 
and point him out as a regular serial killer. So 
by choosing that name we wanted to point at 
the cover up and who the rich and famous get 
along with their crimes while us normal folk end 
up in jail for the smallest incidents. But people got 
the name totally wrong and went either like, “Oh 
serial killer, cool you are into that stuff?” Or, “Ah 
serial killers. You bastards. What’s so cool about 
him, you scum?”. We had trouble getting gigs at 
some places because of that name. A Belgian 
punk even got punched out in a pub in Belgium 
when some guy read the patch on his jacket. We 
hit a nerve in every direction possible there. 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: What do you guys do 
outside of the band? 


MDX: You mean job wise? Hmm for a while it 
seemed that there was a rule that half of the band 
have to be gardeners. Kelly was one, Kieren was 
one and Fritz currently is one but is going to school 
to get away from it. Peter is working for the City 
assigning Dole and social security money to the 
people. We even had some of his clients at our 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: Who is the most 
bossy in the band when it comes to recording, 
gigs etc? 


MDX: Hmm - we have been told several by new 
folks in the band that it is pretty hard to fit in 
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add a little more stress to the situation. You have — - — 

kids and you want to raise them by giving them 
as much love and possibilities for their lives. 

This consumes a lot of time and with what little 
remaining time you have you are often too tired 
to do much besides that. It is especially hard 
when the kids are young and you can only go 
out alone and your partner stays at home. I cut 
down a lot of activities beside that band because 
I felt it would not be fair taking off all the time for 
the band AND going out a lot beside that. Our 
daughter is 12 now and we really have to get 
used to the idea again that we actually can go out 
without having to look for a baby sitter or sleep 
over days in advance. So this is one side of the 
coin - parents somehow disappear from the radar 

because they have other things to worry about. m , % A : 

But a real problem is that the general punk scene f ) 31 , . 

is very hostile against kids or parents. “I hate kids. ^ 

etc” is quite a common thing to hear. Pretty funny 
in a scene that pretends to care so much about 

living creatures huh? People just stop calling you I 

because, “He sits at home anyway” and you get jjjj 

more and more disconnected. Kids at shows are 

a certain no no, except for the occasional open 

air festival. Being on tour with small kids... Well 

some have done but it won’t work for me. It is a m 

real struggle to not lose the connection. A lot of m y 

people drop out of the scene after going through 

this. They feel disappointed with the illusion of a 

community that often turns out to be just a social \- 

club for people who don’t want any responsibilities [_ 

to spoil their party. MDX: I totally agree. There is absolutely no 

sense in building small islands of counterculture 
that disappear again when the people drop out. I 
totally believe that we have to spread the values 
we have into the mainstream, you know what 
they say, “Preaching to the converted is bullshit”. 
Punks should really try to get jobs where they 
have a chance to create change. Of course this is 
a very thin line to walk, because the mainstream 
is very tempting, especially when you get older. 
This is how the system works. They try to keep 


those who want change in underpaid jobs so 
that they spend most of their time trying to get 
along. The other ones, who try to get better jobs, 
are the ones the system tries to buy. Sometimes 
I really feel like an idiot. I could earn so much 
more money than I do if only I would wear a suit 
and tie at work. But I am afraid that if you wear sa 
uit and tie then one day you will become it. Look 
at all the 1968 rebels from Germany, most of 
them are well established these days. We had a 
former Black Bloc (well it wasn’t called Black Bloc 
back then, but you get the picture) member as a 
foreign minister, of which there exists footage of 
him beating up a cop. All those folks lost so many 
of their values along the way and I can’t really tell 
how you can keep them. Staying all rebel, in my 
opinion, is no solution either, unless you plan to 
die before you get 40. But I am getting lost here. 
So yeah, try to get as many jobs with influence 
as possible while staying as much yourself as 
possible. 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: I like the lyrics/ideas 
to ‘Punk Is Dad’. It could tie into a lot of things. 
I’ve pretty much always believed that if we 
are going to achieve anything on any scale, 
we should get our feet under the carpet, 
i.e. become lawyers, doctors, teachers etc. 
Positions of influence and push for change. 
What do you think of this? 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: Do you have any 
interesting hobbies that are not remotely 
connected to punk at all? 


MDX: Hey we are parents we told you. :-) Peter 
is riding his bike, everything else we do what 
people would call a “hobby “is neither interesting 
nor not connected to punk - i.e. record collecting 
and stuff. Ralf spends too much time playing 
World of Warcraft, He is a fucking Nerd. 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: Ok, don’t beat around 
the bush, who’s the song ‘supercrust’ about 
and why write the song? 


MDX: TOTAL CHAOS (USA). Why? 
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PROFANE EXISTENCE: Some gossip, ha, ha. think, “Yeah an anarchist society that I"”” 

At least it’s not a good band. would be dream.” But look at our 

scene where people pretend to be 
MDX: At the time the song was written they were more socially and environmentally 

just the most prominent of all the fake neo-crust aware than the mainstream. Punks 

bands that popped up, All style no substance. stealing from punks, punks not giving 

a fuck about their own places, gate- 
PROFANE EXISTENCE: I take it you guys are crashing gigs and then later on crying 
anti religion. Why? when the venues are gone... You get 

the picture. Sometimes I think you 

MDX: It is mostly me who is so outspokenly anti- have to force people to live a good S| 

religion. The others just give a fuck in a good old life. But what are we then, the new S 

punk “no gods no masters” way. oppressors?! It is a vicious circle and 

thoughts like that have made a lot of '7,-- /Vv ,v >1 1 
PROFANE EXISTENCE: Hmmm, you are the people drop out. “Hey I can’t change |||j 
bossy one. the world anyway. Now I want my 

part of the cake.” I don’t have much 

MDX: I strongly believe that the world would not faith in humanity and, with people 1 
be as fucked up as it is today without religion. like us hiding in our little subcultures, 

Religion is used as a tool to keep people from the world will never change. 

trying to change their life. “Hey you get into jj • j mm 

paradise so accept your shitty life now”. So much PROFANE EXISTENCE: Being on ■ 

suppression is justified with religion. Religions PE, as a band what do you feel the 

were created by three streams: one was label should be doing for you in 

ancient folks having a need to explain what they terms of your releases? In return, 

could not understand (lightning, death, spring, what do you feel the band should 

autumn), another one were people like Jesus be doing for them? 

(who I believe actually lived as a human being) 

who use the rule of a religion to get people to MDX: Well what a band should 

live a life of respect against others an nature. The do for a label that releases their 

last one, more dangerous, are the cults that were records is definitely gigging, gigging 

set up on purpose to get control over the people, and gigging. This is something we 

It was a very smart idea by the Catholic Church use to fail a lot at due to limited 

to tell the sinners to confess all of their deeds, time and money. Bands don’t sell 

The Church knew everything about everyone. So records being stuck at home. What m 

basically I go like, “You can believe whatever the do I expect from a label? Not getting 

fuck you want but don’t let your fairytale books ripped off, good advertisement, good 

have any impact on my life.” I really can’t take distribution and support if you decide 

someone serious in a discussion who believes in to tour, especially overseas (hint-hint) [You’re 

god(s). For me those people want me to accept welcome anytime! -Ed] 
that 2+2=5, and go on further from that. It is 

deeply wrong in the beginning. PROFANE EXISTENCE: Are you worried 

about the distribution changes going on 
PROFANE EXISTENCE: Do you ever wonder within PROFANE EXISTENCE? 
why we are here etc., and what all this mess 

called humanity is all about? MDX: Not at all. Since we have no upcoming 

release we are not subject to the actual deal 
MDX: Do I wonder why we are here? No I just anyway. The conditions on the bands look really 

accept that we sit on one of a zillion planets, in good to us and we would not hesitate signing such 

one of I dunno how many universes exists? I a deal if PE would be interested in doing another 

admire the results of the evolution and the idea record with us. People are way too hypocritical, 

how everything evolves. I sometimes wonder The same people that slag PE for their decisions 

if we (humanity) did put a stop to evolution buy their stuff at major shops or go to non DIY 

because we have the ability to influence our gigs. So what? As long as PE and bands keep 

surroundings. One thing is for sure there are the control it should work fine, 

way too many people living on this planet. But 

can you seriously demand to kill them like some PROFANE EXISTENCE: I can only agree with 
extreme eco-warriors do? you there. So What keeps you interested in 

punk and keeping the band going after all 
PROFANE EXISTENCE: Do you ever feel these years? 
positive about humanity? Like, what do you 

feel is good about humanity? MDX: Oh my. Too old to drop out maybe? [sounds 

like the title of the next album -ed]. We are in 
MDX: Ouch. Hard one. The older I get the more this for almost 30 years now and we don’t know 

cynical I become. I often catch myself: Here you better. Sometimes I wonder if I did not know all 

are you self proclaimed Anarcho Syndicalist and the stuff I learned about society through punk, 

what did you achieve? And deep inside I realize just being an average Joe who is just interested 

that most of humanity is shit and a lot of them in getting drunk and in as many women’s 

would not mind seeing their neighbor suffer if panties as possible, would life be better? How do 

only their supply of food, drink, sex drugs, and these people feel? And we need to play music, 

entertainment was guaranteed. Sometimes I something is just missing if we don’t. Other 




people see the psychologist. We play in a punk 
band. Way cheaper and you meet more people. 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: What’s the best thing 
about being involved within the international 
DIY punk conspiracy? 


MDX: Going to places because you want to. 
Releasing record because you want to and 
meeting like minded folks all over. 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: And the worst? 


MDX: Being stuck in a mental ghetto and having 
to meet all the idiots that come near you because 
they just want to :). 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: What are the 
influences of the band musically? 


MDX: I think fast and hard music of the early 80s 
plus the mindset of British anarchopunk formed 
the band. 


PROFANE EXISTENCE: What’s next for the 
band? 


MDX: Possibly a new 7” in 2008 and we hope to 
get our asses overseas in one form or another. 
Peter and Ralf are looking for people for another 
band leaning more towards the metal side of fast 
punk - just get in contact ;-) 


www.murderdisco.de 
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PROTESTANT are dark, crushing, molten 
and angry hardcore (I use that term loosely) 
band. They work hard, play hard, and, 
underneath that tough exterior, are sound 
people. Interviewed by Mel Hughes for 
Profane Existence. 


PE: How long has the band being going? 
How and why did you get going in the first 
place. 

CHRIS: We have all been in some not so good 
grind, hardcore, and metal bands together. 
We all grew up with a love for hardcore and 
metal, so much that it affected us socially. So 
naturally we fit together well. It seems like there 
is a weird divide amongst kids/punks that genre 
plays a big part in. I mean I always loved BORN 
AGAINST, and INTEGRITY. I never got why 
most people are like, “one or the other.” We 


just started to write music we like. It seemed 
like kids in the DIY/crusty scene dug it, and kids 
from the metalcore/sxe both dug it. I think that 
those labels are silly, but I don’t really know an 
easier way to put it. 

BRIAN: The band has been around for 2 or 3 
years. Cory, Chris and I were in a grindcore 
band together that disbanded and we started 
PROTESTANT after that. We wanted to play 
heavy hardcore. Most importantly, we continued 
to play together because we are good friends 
and have the same vision musically where the 


PROTESTANT 



band should go. 

CORY: We’ve (Brian, Chris and I) been playing 
together since 1999. Old band turns into 
new band, the usual shit. We wanted to do 
something new in a more direct way. Punk/ 
hardcore in general has been one thing we’ve 
been able to agree on since day one, so its 
only natural we shrugged off some of our chaff 
and did this. We’ve been PROTESTANT since 
2005. Why? Because we are messed up kids 
all grown up (but not at all) that love punk and 
hardcore. And I guess we find some solace in 
the fact that its not complete bullshit all the time 
like most everything else. And that’s why we do 
what we do. It cures no ills, but it sure beats the 
alternative. 

PE: What’s with the name of the band? 
Could you not have picked another religion 
to name the band by? 

CHRIS: Well we love this one really sick song by 
GWAR... Just kidding. In a different interview we 
were asked the same-ish question and thats the 
answer I gave. A GWAR song! We had a hard 
time thinking of names. We could change it still, 
but I think that protestant sounds pretty cool. I 
never thought that it would be controversial. I 
have been asked about this quite a bit in the 
last six months. Protestants are the founders of 
America as we know it today. They, as well as 
most other religious groups, can be associated 
with a long history of violence. I know protestant 
is a word that is synonymous with the honkey 
that runs this country and fucks a shitload of 
people over. But I would think that its pretty 
obvious that we aren’t endorsers of that. 

BRIAN: The band was going to be called 
MONARCH first, but there were already other 
groups with that name. So we decided on 
PROTESTANT, because it’s a simple name 
that people can pronounce correctly. It wasn’t 
named after the RORSCHACH record, but that 
record fucking rules. I don’t know about another 
religious band name, maybe something with 
the CATHOLICS. We could be a band with long 
boring songs that causes you to fall asleep, to 
emulate the effects of a Catholic mass. 

CORY: Band names have become something 
pretty irrelevant by now, but we had to replace 
our original name, and had little in the way of 
ideas. Pretty standard ordeal. Of course we 
chose to take a whole religion as a name... 
smart us. Its alleged that it has references to the 
beginning of the U.S. and Protestantism from 
that time. I think Muslim or Islam would’ve been 
a fine name, though I doubt we’d get a pass on 
those, as PROTESTANT luckily has ‘protest’ 
in it. Maybe we’re secretly a CONFLICT cover 
band (I wish!!) or a RORSCHACH one... 

PE: Some of your graphics, lyrics have 
religious themes. Why the interest/love/hate 
for religion? 

CHRIS: Only one song is about religion and 
it was written by a dude that isn’t in the band 
any more. I am not super into Jesus or any shit 
like that, but I am not going to tell someone that 
they shouldn’t be. If you want to believe in fake 
shit thats cool with me as long as you aren’t 


annoying. As far as the art: I make shit that I 
think looks cool. The images we use are pretty 
creepy, and they all seem to hint at the idea of 
impending doom. Some of the images are from 
religious propaganda but not all of them. Plus 
I don’t like using skulls. Religion has a strange 
impact on people. It is basically responsible for 
the idea of doom. The end of all time. All that 
evil shit. It’s used to justify all the fucked up 
things in the world. It’s used to justify destroying 
the world. Through both war and depleting all the 
natural life. This used as a coping mechanism to 
feel better about the bullshit surrounding us that 
we have created. I think that most of our songs 
are responses to things around us. Dealing with 
all the bullshit that society throws down at us. 
The depression that we all feel at times. The 
frustration of seeing all this shit and not feeling 
like we have the power to really change it. It 
eats away at you and this is our reaction to it. 
This all sounds really heavy, but we are pretty 
chill, down to earth dudes. 

BRIAN: I don’t have anything against religious 
people. People should be free and believe in 
whatever they want. 

CORY: The earlier stuff (lyrically) might have 
had a bone to pick with God, religion, etc. 
We’re contrary little bastards who like to piss 
people off as well as bitch and moan about 
things we hate, find ridiculous, etc. Don’t 
get me wrong, I think God, gods, mermaids, 
faeries and wood nymphs, etc. are nonsense. 
Humanity’s fascination in the supernatural is 
understandable, but I find religion in general to 
be pretty sad when encountered in person. It 
just disappoints me. I don’t get it. Never have. 
I’m not gonna burn churches down to get a point 
across, but I mean, c’mon!! Are you serious?! 
People are however free to spoil their lives in 
any way they see fit. I couldn’t care less. 

PE: Do you guys get to play out much? Like 
local shows or tours? 

BRIAN: We play as much as possible. I’m 
always afraid of playing too many local shows, 
because I figure the people will start to get sick 
of us. Playing shows for me personaly have 
been a lot more fun then in the past. A while 
ago I got burnt out on seeing bands, but that has 
now changed. Our last tour was great and it was 
the best tour we ever did. It was really fun and I 
didn’t piss off my band members too much. 
CHRIS: Yes we play out quite a bit locally 
and regionally. The Midwest can be quite 
accommodating for that type of thing. We have 
tour constraints, due to some members having 
restrictions due to jobs and shit, but we make 
the most of our tours in small doses on both 
coasts. We just played at “This Is For You Fest" 
in Florida. 

CORY: We play out a fair amount. Milwaukee, 
for its size, has a lot going on. As Brian said, we 
don’t like to play out too often as people do stop 
coming. We hate to get the old “I just saw them. 
Whatever. Who cares. They play all the time.” 
I love playing live. I wish we could play all the 
time and everywhere. It’s the way I approach 
playing hardcore. It’s more of a visceral thing for 
me. It’s physical. And I like meeting new folks 


and sweating my ass off. Its fun. It’s better than 
anything else. Period. I wish we could tour more 
to be honest, but work and life doesn’t allow for 
it. I’m getting older and see myself running out 
of time. And having more contacts all over the 
world only makes me want to tour more. DIY 
punk/hardcore is one of the few positives in my 
life and I’d like to absorb and experience as 
much of it as possible. 

PE: Which do you prefer, recording in the 
studio or playing live? 

BRIAN: I prefer playing live. I like playing too 
loud for the crowd and going ape shit. I like to 
destroy my cymbals and kill the drums. 

CHRIS: Playing live for sure. I love recording. 
It’s an amazing process and I back the 
documentation of all things related to punk/ 
hardcore, but playing live is so much more 
rewarding. We do play with a wide variety of 
bands. 

CORY: I definitely prefer playing live. No doubts 
about it. I usually hate recording. I warm to it as 
it progresses, but it can be frustrating and really 
time consuming. I hate to play perfect, re-do shit, 
etc. That said, I can get a lot out of recording. 
Finishing something can be rewarding. And its 
something you have that you had little or no 
idea how it would really sound or feel like until 
it was done. 

PE: Do you play with a variety of different 
genres? 

CORY: We play with all sorts of folks. I wish bills 
would be more diverse. Certain bands playing 
with similar bands can get old. But it makes 
sense on a certain level. We’ve played with 
some amazing bands that sound nothing like us. 
And some that sound similar as well. We sit on a 
fence musically I think, so its fun to play and see 
who might be into it: sXe youth crew, punk, HC, 
grind. We’re always down. Its all punk/hardcore 
at the end of the day. 

CHRIS: We try to mostly just play with friends’ 
bands or if a friend asks us to play. If somebody 
we don’t really know asks us to play a show we 
are a little more careful to make sure that its 
not super jock metal or GG worship bar rock or 
whatever. 

BRIAN: We do play with all types of bands; 
punk, crust, grind and metalcore. I really think 
it’s all hardcore punk and the bands with 
different sounds should play together. I think the 
problem with people is that we don’t like to give 
other genres a chance. We have such tunnel 
vision when it comes to music. I think the best 
band we got to play with on the last tour was LA 
FRACTION. 

PE: Your releases have been on your own 
label, any particular reasons for this? 

CORY: A couple reasons I guess. After releasing 
a CD-R on our own (in 2005) and getting some 
interest from other folks, a split 7” (w/RHINO 
CHARGE) and our first LP were released in 
2006. If not for the internet and new friends, 
we may never have had records out when and 
how we did. That said, l/we helped with both 
releases and I found myself doing a ton of distro, 
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trades, etc. After our mini tour 
out West in 2006, I decided 
to start putting out records. I 
had done some distro back 
in the early 90’s and had 
followed the ins and outs of 
record labels, the costs, etc 
ever since. I figured that now 
that I was more active in a 
band, and in punk in general, 
I could finally do something 
with records that I wanted to 
do ever since I was young. 
Not everyone has the time 
and the energy to do all the 
nonsense that is required of 
releasing records, but I think 
I do. And no one contacted 
PROTESTANT seriously 
about releasing our records. 
By the time I decided to do 
start the label it made perfect 
sense. Less bullshit, less 
hassle. It’s been said that 
with me doing our records, at 
least we know they will come 
out. I have a vested interest 
you could say. 


SICKASBALLS.COM 


PE: You also have released 
other bands, how do you find the bands that 
you have released? Is there anything you 
wouldn’t release? 

CORY: Well, Milwaukee happens to have a 
serious resurgence in good bands recently. 
While I was starting the label, all my friends and 
their respective bands were getting their shit 
together and getting awesome. So most of what 
I have released has been local: PROTESTANT, 
HALF GORILLA, ABADDON, PEOPLE AGAIN, 
and MALACHI. LOADED FOR BEAR (Illinois) 
are awesome, smart guys and are intense live. 
SARJAN HASSAN are kind of coming along w/ 
PEOPLE AGAIN, but are super sincere DIY as 
fuck people. FALL OF EFRAFA (I assume that’s 
who you meant) came about spontaneously. I 
bought the ‘Owsla’ LP on a whim and contacted 
them that same day. The ‘Owsla’ CD was in the 
works and there ya go. We have since become 
good friends and we were lucky enough to hang 
out with George (drummer) last summer for a 
few days. I’m really glad to have gotten so lucky. 
I can thank Chris Boarts Larson for writing a 
review that I just barely recalled when I saw the 
LP in a distro bin. To answer your question in a 
broader sense, I am a fan first and foremost. I get 
excited and like to see amazing bands/records 
see the light of day. Since last year things have 
opened up a bit. My upcoming releases are less 
local, but are mostly people I’ve seen/met and 
were blown away either musically, personally 
or both. The exceptions are bands I think are 
great and I am excited about and I really want 
to help spread their music/message around to 
other folks. I have turned down a ton of records/ 
releases. Partly because I can’t afford it, partly 
because I don’t like it enough. I wouldn’t release 
a record that involves shitty people, shit politics, 
or shit music. I have pretty broad tastes, but 


have little time for bands who wanna make it 
big or have beliefs I can’t support. It’s pretty 
simple. 


making “less cool, less active” kids left out. 
We often fight with the communities that have 
allowed us in as a guest. We fight and gossip 
with and about each other. If the rest of the 
world hates us and what we claim to stand for, 
why fight against each other? Lets fight the rest 
of the world. Lets get all the posers out. Lets get 
all the assholes who don’t want to do anything 
positive out. Get all the major label bar rock art 
project bullshit out. That’s a fight I would join. 
However, it seems easier to fight with other 
punks. Talk shit, have your little drama and still 
get to the bar by midnight or home in time to see 
that Family Guy rerun or whatever. 

CORY: a) The overwhelming sense that 99% of 
the world prefers crap to anything else. That a 
good portion of the people around me have been 
reduced to thieves, thugs, and all around pieces 
of shit because whatever rotten system we have 
in place has failed them. But we never learn. It’s 
our fault and not much is going to fix it. Sorry, 
too late. Have you read the news? Sometimes 
I just wanna say: “Don’t you fucking get it?! 
People are garbage. Why are you surprised?! 
People are dying everywhere because nobody 
cares. Why do you suppose there is a future? 
What exactly are you waiting for? What are 
you saving for? This is it. This is everything. 
Do whatever it is you do until you die. That’s it.” 
Stop trying to sell me this bullshit, b) Honestly, 

I feel like I missed something. Sometimes this 
sense of longing hits me when I am watching 
old TV footage or looking at old photos. Maybe 
a more idyllic time. A simpler time. I could use 
a small town, a nice cafe, and a paper to read. 
When change felt possible maybe. Because 
sometimes I feel like people (myself included) 
need to retire from this planet of assholes, and 
a nice porch and a cup of coffee sure beats 
anything we’ve come up with in the last 50 or 


PE: What makes you: a.) angry, b). sad, c.) 
happy? 

BRIAN: My wife and friends make me happy. 
Without them, life would be a drag. Playing 
drums and writing music makes me happy. 
Daily life can piss me off, but usually I’m a 
mellow person. 

CHRIS: a.) Everything, b.) Most things, c.) 
Nothing. Wait, making fun of people. For real. 
BRIAN: Sad: I get bummed out about how 
things are in this world. The way that all natural 
life is destroyed. The way that our culture 
justifies and embraces it. The excuses. The 
false hopes. CFC light bulbs aren’t gonna save 
us. This is just not true. In order for humans to 
keep living, we must keep destroying, and no 
one can change that. It’s pretty hopeless. 
CORY: Happy: The people in my life that I care 
about make me happy. The idea of punk as a 
community. Seeing my friends making music 
and just loosing our minds, buying records 
from friends, helping friends with the design 
shit on their records. Designing shit for my 
bands. It is all great. Helping each other out. 
Meeting people from thousands of miles away. 
Traveling and having this bond with people 
from so many different places. It’s really pretty 
heavy. Angry: The order is important here The 
above mentioned community should serve as 
an alternative to the bullshit mentioned here. 
In many ways [our community] is very much 
the same. Punks waste food, energy, and 
create garbage (tours, records, blah blah). It 
in a sense is an excuse or a false hope. We 
ar^very capitalist in many ways, look at all the 
T-shirt designs. We are very exclusive, often 
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so years, c) Communicating with people all 
over the world. Finding new music, new people, 
new records. I take solace in the DIY scene’s 
existence. I might have a bit of tunnel vision, 
but punk rock and my little window into it makes 
me happy. I like playing shows, selling records, 
telling people about stuff that I think is amazing 
for whatever reason. 


(headliner both nights) with LA FRACTION 
(both nights), NO HOPE FOR THE KIDS (both 
nights), THE VICIOUS, DROPDEAD, CRIMINAL 
DAMAGE, WOLFBRIGADE, WEEKEND 
NACHOS, PROTESTANT, GET RAD, HALF 
GORILLA, HIGH ON CRIME, and DEAD 
ISSUE. Fantasy Land Fest: BLACK FLAG (with 
Rollins AND Dez), MINOR THREAT, CRO- 
MAGS (86), BORN AGAINST, LIFESBLOOD, 
INTEGRITY(94) RINGWORM (93), INFEST, 
FEAR OF GOD, PENTAGRAM (early 70s), 
SSD, JUDGE, DISCHARGE, CONFLICT, 
FINGERPRINT, SLAYER (R.I.B. era), LIFE BUT 
HOW TO LIVE IT, CRUDOS, TERRORIZER, 
MORBID ANGEL (91 ) and WARZONE (88). 
CORY: Band line-up? If I could build the best 
show? Wow that’s so hard. 1988 NAPALM 
DEATH; 1986 SLAYER;1986 METALLICA;1983 
DEF LEPPARD all opening for 1982 BLACK 
FLAG. You wanted an honest answer right?? 
My back-up, cooler answer would be LA 
FRACTION, LYCANTHROPHY, THE VICIOUS 
all opening for MINOR THREAT 


PE: Do you get much interest regarding the 
band from outside of the US? 

CHRIS: You are from Ireland, aren’t you? 

PE: Yeah. 

CHRIS: Also there is another fellow from Ireland 
that is putting out our LP. We have a split in the 
works with BRAINDEAD from UK we have a 
CD-R release in Malaysia. 

CORY: Some, yes. Since we have been putting 
out records, there have been a few folks abroad 
buying stuff, saying “Hi,” etc. Only recently 
have we gotten any sort of real attention from 
Europe, the UK, etc. I suppose the mass of 
records I have traded across the pond has had 
some effect. That’s sort of inevitable. We’re not 
exactly a “flavor of the month” kind of band, 
but any adoration or interest we’ve received 
is amazing. Nothing better than some kid in 
Moscow or Singapore or Ireland saying they 
love your band. And recently we’ve received 
offers to tour, play fests, put out records, etc. I 
only wish we could do everything we’re asked 
to. My ultimate goal is to get over to Europe 
sooner than later. 


PE: A kid walks up to you and goes, you 
smell and you look funny. If you were going 
to repay the complement and make them a 
tape, who would you put on it and why? 

Chris: GG ALLIN AND THE JABBERS You 
Have Me and I Hate You over and over. 

CORY: I always say I’m gonna make someone 
a tape but I never do. 

BRIAN: The tape would be: 

Side A: 

Suspira by GOBLIN 

Out on the Tiles by LED ZEPPELIN 

Clocked In by BLACK FLAG 

Change by NECROS 

Manger Breakdown by THE SLAMMIES 

The Kill by NAPALM DEATH 

Never Win by OUTO 

Sara by FLEETWOOD MAC 

Sheep Season by MELLOW CANDLE 

Mom’s Wallet by ZERO BOYS 

Walk by SNUFF 

Daisy Chain by FU’s 

City to City by DYS 

Taking Bombs by FREEZE 

Dogs hold Grudges by ALLIGATOR GUN 

My Pal Chew Toy by DAMITOL 

Life Eternal by MAYHEM 

At the Stormy Gates of Mist by IMMORTAL 

The last song on the first side from Opus Nocture 

by MARDUK. This song wouldn’t fit and cut off. 

Side B; 

Theme from a Summer’s Place 
The first song from ULVER’s first record 
Angel dances Away by COMPOUND RED 
Fighting by DIE KRUEZEN 
Cockroaches by VOIVOD 
After the Attack by KREATOR 
Forced Down Your Throat by SSD 
Eternal Summer by CELTIC FROST 
Purgatory by IRON MAIDEN 
Death Valley ’69 by SONIC YOUTH 
Sundown by GORDON LIGHTFOOT 
Old Man by NEIL YOUNG 
I Want You by BEATLES 
Maniac by HELLHAMMER 


Bloodlust by VENOM 
ABC Weapons by GISM 
Bolero 


PE: So any last minute news? Whats next for 
PROTESTANT? 

CORY: Well, we just finished our next L PI 
CD which should be out by the end of April. 
It’s being released by Halo of Flies, Rust and 
Machine (Seattle, WA) and Rimbaud Records 
(Ireland). We re going to do some dates on the 
east coast in May and then see what we can 
do about either going west or overseas. In the 
meantime we’re playing shows, writing songs, 
the usual. Working on either a 7” or split 7” for 
fall. Details are hazy. If anyone needs our 7”s, 
CD, the as yet to be released LP, shirts, etc. 
just get in touch. We’re a real friendly bunch, 
I promise. Thanks to Mel for the interview and 
Dan and the PE crew for the same as well as 
keeping this up for so many years. Almost 20 
years of anything is an accomplishment in itself, 
much less a punk rock mag, label and distro. 
Cheers!! 


PE: If you could play in any country, where 
would it be and why? 

CHRIS: Somewhere where no American 
hardcore bands have played. 

CORY: Wow, that’s a good one. The insane 
ideas have all been stolen by other bands 
already (RE: Africa, China, etc). I think its a 
toss-up between Russia, Iceland, and maybe 

Colombia. Mostly for, “Holy shit we played 

!” reasons I suppose. Though I’d love to see all 
of the above. Iceland being one of those places 
people are still mystified by. Russia being a 
fucked up place on most accounts these days, 
but such a large country with such a huge history 
and its still quite isolated, DIY labels and bands 
aside. Someone said “No bands tour South 
America. They tour Brazil.” So I’d like to go to 
a less-traveled locale and see what is possible 
in such tumultuous and disregarded places. 
Uruguay? My more reasonable choice would 
be Southeast Asia. Those kids are SO into shit, 
and it amazes me how those scenes have just 
exploded. Muslim crust kids for Christ’s sakes! 
It looks like a lot of fun. 


PROTESTANT Discography: 

2005: demo CDr (self released) 

2006: split 7” w/RHINO CHARGE (Go! 
Records) 

Make Peace With the Rope You Hang 
From LP (Fuck Life Records) 

2007: s/t 7” (Halo of Flies) 

As dead as we look CD (compiling the 
2005-6 stuff. Released by Halo of Flies) 
Split 7” w/ GET RAD (Barbarian 
Records) 

2008: new LP/CD out in April. (Halo of Flies / 
Rust and Machine / Rimbaud) 


PE: The ultimate line-up you’d like to say 
playing live? 

BRIAN: If you are speaking of the ultimate 
dream hardcore show I would have liked to 
seen, it would be OUTO, GISM, SOB and 
NAPALM DEATH (with Lee on vocals). Or SSD, 
NECROS, FU’S, DIE KRUEZEN, and the ZERO 
BOYS. 

CHRIS: Bands that are playing now. I’d like a 
two day fest. NEGATIVE APPROACH reunion 


myspace.com/halooffliesrcds 

halooffliesrcds@hotmail.com 
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This interview was done by Mark Ism for 
issue 3 of his zine Abandon which has since 
been scrapped. So heres the interview any- 
way, cheers Mark! 

Please can you give us the usual intro info, 
like when you started, who’s in the band, 
where you’ve been, where you’re going, what 
you’ve put out etc. Can you also tell me how 
it works having a guitarist living in Germany 
whilst you live in Fife and the rest of the band 
is in Glasgow? How do you all manage to 
keep up so many ‘side-projects’ i.e. PLOPPY 
PANTS ZINE & distro, PROBLEM? records, 
THE PROCESS, BUD HOSKINS etc? Can you 
explain how the hell you ended up being in a 
Hungarian thrash metal band called BLACK 
SISTER? 

Fucking hell you like to get off to an easy start 
don’t ya! ATOMGEVITTER is and always will be 
Tommy, Stephan, James and me (Roddy). Origi- 
nally Stephan lived in Glasgow and we put in all 
the ground work for the band then. Now he lives 
in Berlin and we coast along on former glories! 
We’ve done three or four UK tours as well as gigs 
in Ireland, Finland, Germany, Belgium and Hol- 
land. Our future plans are to tour the UK again 
in January 2008, and then southern and eastern 
Europe later on in 2008. All the other projects you 
mentioned are more like the full time projects and 
ATOMGEVITTER is the side project, especially 
James’ band BUD HOSKINS and Stephan’s 
band FAMILY MAN, they play a lot more than 
ATOMGEVITTER does!! The zine and label are 
just there to keep me out of trouble (or provide 
my financial ruin). As for BLACK SISTER, I or- 
ganized a UK tour for Hungarian thrashers STEP 
ON IT last year, we got on like a cemetery on 
fire and decided we needed to do an old school 
thrash project together, the rest is history! 

Am I right in thinking I was at your first ever 
gig? I’m talking about that night when you 
were meant to be playing at ‘Black’ with MY 
REVENGE, but it was double-booked and the 
gig ended up being in that daft goth shop that 
had just opened and the staff were having a 
cocaine and wine fuelled party. What are your 
memories/ impressions of that night? 

Ha ha. Yeah that was a pretty funny night. It was 
Stephan who saved the day by asking the goths 
if we could play in their shop and it worked out 
pretty well. My main memory of the night, aside 
from the ego’s of some of the numpties involved 
with the shop, was the feeling that the goths were 
gonna kick us out soon and maybe the Ameri- 
cans should play first. We played first, and sure 
enough MY REVENGE only got to play three 
songs. Whoops! 


PE #56 



Why do you do what you do? It’s obviously to be choochter tunes and ceilidhs! 
not for money, so can you explain what drives 

you all? Surely there must be times you’re What’s so good about SAXON? Don’t get me 

playing for five people and you think ‘what’s wrong, I thought they were the shit when I 

the fucking point?’ was about 11, but what keeps you into them? 

Have they even made a decent LP in the last 

Well I can’t speak for the others and really I don’t 20 years? At your ‘final’ gig at the Arc stu- 
know if I can even answer it myself! Playing to dios, you did a set of covers including RAIN- 

five people is cool as long as the five folk are BOW and ZZ TOP, any plans to record these 

digging it, I’d take five enthusiastic punks over a songs? 
room full of trendy ass scenester losers any day 

of the week! I do it because I love to jump around SAXON is awesome what the fuck are you talking 

like a fanny and entertain people and try and get about!! I’ll admit some of the late ‘80’s albums are 

some bullshit off my chest at the same time. pish, but since Solid Ball Of Rock in 1990 every 

album has had it’s fair share of classic tunes!! I’ll 
Can you explain to me (an English bastard) never understand people that just listen to raging 
and our readers from overseas, what’s so im- crust all day (much as I love it!). Most of the time 
portant about the Gaelic language and why I just wanna rock!! Maybe one day we’ll record 

you have adopted (for want of a better word) Heard It On The X’, we still play it live a lot, but as 

the tongue for some of your songs and re- for ‘Since You’ve Been Gone’ ha ha! 

leases? 

You live in caravan!!! Thanks, final words 

Well its a little known secret that I’m actually an etc. 

Englishman too Mark me old chestnut! I started 
studying Gaelic about 2 years ago, partly out 
of an interest in keeping the language alive in 
the 21st century, and partly as an attempt to do 
something constructive with my life! I pushed for 
us to do some songs in Gaelic because its some- 
thing different. I mean there are hundreds of 
bands playing hardcore/thrash music and sing- 
ing in English, and you can’t understand what I’m 
saying for the most part anyway, so why the hell 
not! Its also a little about trying to show the world 
(the Gaelic world) that Gaelic music doesn’t have 


Give me caravans or give me death! We’ve still 
got copies of our split LP/CD with FILTHPACT for 
sale. Contact me for copies. Also BUD HOSKINS 
and BLACK SISTER have shit too so if you wan- 
na hear more get in touch!! Up next for ATOM- 
GEVITTER is a 7” EP then at some point a split 
7”s with THE PROCESS and DUCKSTAB, and 
if we ever get a fucking hold of Brendan O’ Hare 
then we’ll be able to shop our album around and 
hopefully get that out at some point in 2008!! 
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“Old punk, too lazy to dye her hair, too poor 
to buy new bondage pants, too busy with my 
own stuff to give a fuck about “the uniform”, 
especially now that every teenager in America 
dresses that way, too. I while away my free time 
goingto as many shows as I can. I remember 
when that meant goingto every show — but 
alas, the scene is too big now. I’m an artist 
before anything else and spend most of my 
time reel usively locked up in my studio. I work 
as a freelance illustrator, picture framer and 
scenic artist and ! actively show my work.” Just 
to quote the lady herself. A fantastic artist and 
all round nice person. I have been lookingto 
interview her for a while. Thanks Amy. Read and 
enjoy. 

— Mel Hughes 

PE: WHAT’S THE EARLIEST AGE YOU 
REMEMBER DRAWING OR BEING 
INTERESTED IN CREATING PICTURES? 

Amy: I think nearly everyone draws in early 
childhood and some of us are better at it and 
never stop. 

PE: HOW DID YOU GET INTO PUNK AND 
WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO IT IN THE EIRST 
PLACE? 

AMY: The first time I heard punk I was My 
brother played THE CLASH for me and I was 
captivated. I was really young and beingpunk 
was not an option. As I grew older, I realized 
punk culture was giving a voice to ideologies, 
concepts and principles that I was already 
thinking about and believed in. Until I found 
the punk underground I was wading through a 
charade... tryingto exist in a life and society I 
had little in common with, didn’t believe in and 
didn’t want. I was extremely disenchanted by the 
bleak options of my future as a “woman” and I 
saw more possibility in punk. Eve Libertine was a 
tremendous influence for me. if punk didn’t exist 
I’d still live how I live now; itjust wouldn’t have a 
label or culture attached to it. 


PE: WHAT’S THE EIRST PIECE OE ART YOU 
HAD USED EOR PUBLICATION? WHAT WAS 
IT EOR? 




AMY: I had work used by bands and zines here and 
there through the ?0’s, but it was not something I 
did regu larly . In 2000 TOXIC NARCOTIC asked 
me to do some work for them and in 2005 I did 
the inside sleeve for CAUSTIC CHRIST’S “Can’t 
Relate”. After CAUSTIC CHRIST, illustrating for 
bands became a regular thing 


PE: WHAT IS YOUR PREEERRED MEDIUM IN 
WHICH YOU CREATE YOUR ARTWORK? 
AMY: I used to love working on paper with 
Rapidographs and drawing tiny lines that mimic 
etching. Sadly, the Rapidograph drawings 
looked terrible in print, so I gave it up. Now most 
of my work is either oil or watercolor and ink. 


PE: HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE YOU TO 
COMPLETE A PIECE OE WORK? 


AMY: A few days, a few months, a year. It 
depends on how I feel about the piece. Eor band 
illustrating I topically ask for at least a month 
because anything less doesn’t give me time to 
make changes. 


PE: DOES THE PERSON/PEOPLE YOU ARE 
DOING IT EOR HAVE MUCH INVOLVEMENT 
IN THE PROCESS? 

AMY: Sometimes yes and sometimes no. 


PE: WHAT IS YOUR GENERAL PROCESS 
EROM START TO EINISH WHILE WORKING 
ON SOMETHING? 

AMY: I’m very private about my creative process 
and my studio is off limits. I’m a very open 
person, but not while I paint. I obsess over 
composition, symbolism and allegory. My work 
is nothing without those three elements. I usually 
make a preliminary sketch first, but that doesn’t 
mean I’ll follow it. I always draw composition 
points, but sometimes I mold it as I go and 
sometimes the entire thing is mapped. 


PE: DO YOU WORK ON MORE THAN ONE 
PIECE AT A TIME, OR JUST CONCENTRATE 
ON ONE? 

AMY: Always more than one. 


PE: DID YOU GET MUCH 
ENCOURAGEMENT REGARDING YOUR ART 
WHILE GROWING UP? IE EROM PARENTS, 


SCHOOL ETC? 

AMY: High school was ajoke. It was truly my 
“Wasteland” experience in all respects, notjust 
with art. My family is supportive. They never told 
me explicitly that they believed in me, out they 
did send me to art school, so that is enough. 

As far as art school- you don’t receive 
encouragement there. You earn it. You have to 
d'g J°ur own way through and however much 
you learn rests on your own shoulders. When 
I received encouragement from the teachers I 
knew it was legitimate and deserved. 


PE: ANY PARTICULAR ARTISTS/ 
ILLUSTRATORS THAT INSPIRED YOU WHILE 
YOU WERE GROWING UP AND GETTING 
INTO IT? 


AMY: In school I was into the German 
Expressionists, the Abstract Expressionists, 
Sue Coe, Basquiat, Edvard Munch, Joel Peter 
Witkin, Caravaggio, Albrecht Durer, Nick Blinko, 
Gee Vaucher, South Pacific tribal art. . . the list 
goes on. When I’m studyingfor my work now I 
typically look at Classical and Renaissance work 
and never modern artists. The Classical artists 
hand you the machete and from there you can 
blaze your own trail. 


PE: ANY CURRENT ARTISTS YOU LIKE? 

AMY: There are so many current artists, 
especially punk artists, I admire, but I don’t 
spend that much time lookingat them because I 
don’t want their work to influence me. I think it is 
important that we look diverse. I don’t want the 
same thingthat has happened with a lot of punk 
music to happen to punk art: a dozen artists 
who all draw alike. I love that every punk artist 
you could mention has a unique style. 

PE: DO YOU THINK ART IS IMPORTANT 
TO A RECORD OR CD? DO YOU THINK IT 
SHOULD GIVE THE PERSON AN IDEA OE 
WHAT’S INSIDE? 

AMY: Graphics and art are very important to the 
over-all piece. Visuals become synonymous with 






band names. Think of all the bands that have 
iconic graphics attached to them and you don’t 
even need to see a word to know what band it is! 


PE: WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE RECORD 
COVERS AND WHY (NOT DRAWN BY 
YOURSELE)? HOW DO YOU EEEL THEY PIT 
IN THE OVERALL THEME OE THE BAND? 


AMY: We’d be here all day if I listed off names. 
Certain bands have an upper hand with art and 
graphics. It is because they choose good artists 
and have a good printing budget for the covers 
and shirts. 1 do encourage bands to use artists 
inside our culture instead of mainstream images, 
though. 


PE: WHAT ABOUT YOUR OWN DRAWINGS? 
AMY: My best work has never appeared on 
covers. Everyone who sees my work agrees 
about this. Sometimes it is because I did the 
piece to show and sometimes it is an option a 
band didn’t choose, or only used on a flyer. 

The pieces I like the most were for TOXIC 
NARCOTIC, MOUTH SEWN SHUT, CAUSTIC 
CHRIST, DISASTER STRIKES, THE SORE 
and SS KALIERT... “Madonna With Gasmask” 
[cover of this issue] is based on a simple drawing 
I did for an unreleased CONTEMPT EOR 
HUMANITY cover. I outgrew the drawing and 
did it over in oil. 


you’d rather not live than give it up. if you don’t 
feel this way about art (or music) you are not an 
artist and you should seek out a more sensible 
path. (I’m not kidding!) if you do feel this way 
about art, fight as hard as you can and learn 
everything you can. if you have the chance and 
d art school, you should go. I’m 
Ivocate for the return of artist 


TO SEE MORE, CHECK OUT AMY’S WEB 
PAGE: 

www.chaoshamr.com 


the means to go 1 
actually a huge a 
apprenticeships. 




PE: WHERE DO YOU GET YOUR IDEAS 
EROM? 

AMY: My work is steeped in mythology, 
iconography and references to past/present/ 
future. I usually paint in “future perfect” tense, 
if that makes any sense. Nothing is random 
or insignificant. It is all allegory that points to 
whatever fundamental issue I’m focusing on. 

I could say “political issues”, but the word 
“political”’ is a very trite way to describe some of 
these ages-old topics. Mu subjects always relay 
person^ strength, even when they are suffering 
and that theme definitely comes from within, 
not from observinganythingelse. Also, I’m 
tremendously lucky that Will and I have a “stream 
of consciousness” conversational pattern that 
constantly circulates around political topics, 
the environment, war, oppression, feminism, 
veganism, etc. . . I would never suggest he is 
where I get my inspiration, but I think we help 
each other bringour ideas to fruition. 

PE: HAS TECHNOLOGY HELPED/ 
HINDERED ARTISTS/ILLUSTRATORS? IN 
WHAT WAYS? ANY ADVICE TO BUDDING 
ARTISTS? 

AMY: Technology is just another avenue for 
artists, another medium. There are incredible 
computer artists and technology also makes it 
much easier to get your work out. However, I do 
think technology has hurt artists and musicians 
in some ways because it has given many people 
who do not have core talent as artists, writers 
and musicians a forum to present their work. It 
makes it harder to find the real talent, especially 
with photography and music. Budding artists 
know who they are. if you are an artist you’ll go 
against all pragmatism and logic to be an artist. 
You’re willing to'suffer through it and forfeit 
comforts and necessities in your life because 


[OPPOSITE PAGE, LOWER LEET] Destructathon Elyer [TOP] Disaster Strikes [BOTTOM 
RIGHT] Greed. 
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I remember a time when a man could speak 
his mind about his country without being charged 
with treason, found guilty and executed. Back 
when a government was run by the people, for the 
people. Not against the people, despite the peo- 
ple. 

This is not a story about that time. That time 
doesn’t exist anymore. What we have now is a 
desolate wasteland that you people have to look 
forward to. That you people created. See, this is 
the future. Your future to be exact. You wonder 
how that’s possible. Well let me tell you how it all 
started. It went down like this... 

It was 2012. That’s when the country decided 
to get Clinton out of office. Hillary Clinton that is. 
She didn’t live up to her campaign promises and 
the registered voters ran to polls to get rid of her. 
But when they did, they made one tragic mistake. 
They voted Republican. But not just any republi- 
can, Jeb Bush. Of course, they weren’t as stupid 
as to elect him. They just gave him enough votes 
to play with. Then he did the rest on his own. Well, 
with a little help from his brother, the Texas Mafia, 
and some politicians from Florida who’s palms were 
greased more than a stripper’s pole. Yeah, they did 
it. The old “Hanging Chad” bit again. You’d think 
this country would learn. How can three Presidents 
from the Bush family be a good thing? They were 
just getting gradually worse. 

With the third Bush in office, everything was 
set into motion. You see, he didn’t want to be Presi- 
dent. That was someone else’s idea. His entire 
Presidency was planned out from beginning to end. 
The one that did the plotting? 

Afar more heinous creature than we had ever dealt 
with. A force to be reckoned with. Someone so 
horrible that even God took notice. Jeb’s brother 
George W. See, after his second term, he really 
got power hungry, and what better way to stay fed 
than to have your brother become President and 
run him like a puppet. 

From the moment Jeb was inaugurated, the 
country held it’s breath. Within two years he de- 
clared war on Canada. Which wasn’t a bad idea 
in theory, but he forgot one thing, and that was the 
simple fact that over two thirds of our troops were 
still overseas involved in “Police Action”. So when 
we got our asses handed to us by the “Hey Der 
Army,” our borders were weakened. So weakened 
in fact, that we were unaware of what was be- 
ing plotted out on our very own soil, again. Some 
unsavory characters had made it into the country, 
again. Undetected, again. 

We hid in fear for a few years. Right here in 
our own country. In our own basements. Not since 
September 11, had we felt so exposed in our own 
land. An entire country collectively walking on egg- 
shells. 

Right wing militias started popping up all over 
the U.S. in hopes of being able to hold off the Cana- 
dians. We were constantly in fear of them retaliat- 
ing. We couldn’t help ourselves and nobody else 
on the planet was looking to jump in and help out 
the bully that was about to get a taste of it’s own 
medicine. 


We lucked out though, when all that Canada 
wanted from us was control of the National Hockey 
League. They were sick of losing all their players 
to the U.S. So with a simple sign of a pen, another 
Bush escaped unscathed. Unfortunately, the dam- 
age was already done. 

By the time it was too late, it was 2016 and 
time to get another Bush out of office. So when Ru- 
dolph Gulianni ran again and won this time, no one 
was surprised. This is what this country needed. 
Someone who dealt with the tragedy in New York 
back in 2001. Someone who would step up and 
show the world the size of his stainless steel balls. 
But he knew that there was something wrong with 
the country and it’s electoral process. It was cor- 
rupt. So he did the only thing that he could do to 
get elected. He picked a running mate that seemed 
to have the right connections. George W. Bush. 
Yup. You heard it right. Thanks to a bill that was 
silently passed by President Jeb Bush, that made 
it possible for an elected official to have more than 
two consecutive terms in office, but just not as 
president. Of course the Texas Mafia figured a way 
around this little speed bump, once the doped up 
prodigal asshole was back in the White House. 

There was never any proof of foul play. That’s 
what they said. It was February 2016, less than a 
month after President Gulianni’s inauguration, and 
first State of the Union Address. That’s when it hap- 
pened. It happened in the oval office. There were 
four secret servicemen in cowboy hats standing in 
the hall by the door to protect him from “OUTSIDE” 
threats. The only other man in the room was the 
vice president. He was the only witness to the 
shocking tragedy. Gulianni became the first and 
only president to commit suicide. They say that he 
shot himself in the head. They say that he shot 
himself six times in the head. Wait, let me be a little 
more clear on what happened in case you didn’t 
catch that. They say that he shot himself six times 
in the back of the head. But there was no foul play. 
The vice president witnessed the whole thing. He 
said that’s exactly how it happened. The transcripts 
from the Congressional Hearing read something 
like this: 

CHAIRMAN: “Tell us in your own words, Mr. Vice 
President, exactly what happened in the Oval Of- 
fice. Explain to us what you saw the tragic day of 
February the tenth, two thousand and sixteen. 

VICE PRESIDENT BUSH: “I was just... urn... sit- 
ting, no... standing to his left, no... in front of him. 
Yeah, that’s it. That’s when I pulled, I mean, when 
HE pulled the trigger of my.. I mean, HIS gun.” 

CHAIRMAN: “Did President Giulianni say anything 
before he took his own life?” 

VICE PRESIDENT BUSH: “Oh yeah. Of course 
he did. He wouldn’t shut up. He kept saying... urn, 
what was it? Oh yeah, ‘Help me. Please God no’, 
wait... no that wasn’t it at all. He said ‘I just can’t 
take the... urn... pressure anymore’ and then I, no, 
then HE pulled the trigger the second time.” 


CHAIRMAN: “Did he say anything after he shot 
himself in the head, again?” 

VICE PRESIDENT BUSH: “Well duh. Of course 
he did. Let me try to remember what they wrote, I 
mean, what HE SAID. Oh yeah. It was, ‘I will never 
be as good a president as you was”, he was talk- 
ing to me of course since I was the only suspect, I 
mean, PERSON in the room. Then he pulled the 
trigger again. When he wouldn’t give up I, no wait... 
what I meant to say was... when he didn’t die from 
that shot he said, ‘You will never get away with...’ no 
wait. That ain’t right either. Now I remember. He 
said, They will be better off with you as president 
again.’ Yeah, that’s what it was.” 

CHAIRMAN: “Was there any more conversation 
before he died?” 

VICE PRESIDENT BUSH: “Yup. His final words 
were something about wanting to veto a bill about 
children’s health care or something like that. But 
then his FINAL final words was, ‘Don’t think about 
trying to stop me. I ain’t gonna have nobody tellin 
me what not to do. And I ain’t gonna let them blame 
you no how no way either George cuz you ain’t got 
nuttin to do with this.’ Yeah, he said that. Then I 
shot him, no... I mean then he shot himself in the 
back of the head again and again and again. That 
was the last time then. Then he died. Like really 
dead. I mean c’mon. You guys never thought I did 
this did you? C’mon now. I couldn’t shoot some- 
body in the head. Who do you think I am, Dick 
Cheney?” 

CHAIRMAN: “Well, I see no signs of foul play here. 
Therefore I decree that in the absence of a Presi- 
dent, the second in command will be given the right 
to step up as the new President of the United States. 
That being Vice President George W. Bush. 

So now because of a loophole and a shit ton 
of money being tossed around from the Texas Ma- 
fia, we were once again faced with the most hor- 
rendous future that this now delicate nation of ours 
could ever imagine. Four more years of George W. 
Bush. 

2017 

A man sits behind a tree in a wooded area 
behind Camp David. He knows the area well. He 
should, he’s been here enough times in the past. 
He pulls the rifle out of it’s plastic case. He slides 
the barrel into place locking it into position. He 
pushes the butt of the gun into place, making a loud 
clicking noise. The gray haired man looks around 
to make sure the secret servicemen hadn’t seen 
him. He locks the sight into place and presses the 
butt tightly against his shoulder. He looks through 
the sight and sees George W. Bush in the cross- 
hairs. He clicks the safety button to show red, then 
rests his index finger on the trigger and gets ready 
to squeeze when there is a rustling behind him. 
Startled, he turns to see his gray haired wife stand- 
ing behind him. 

“What in heaven’s sake are you doing back 
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here? George said you were planning on coming 
up to visit. So exactly what do you think you are 
doing?” 

He stammers a bit and tries to think of a good 
excuse, but decides the truth is the best bet. After 
all, she’ll understand. 

“I’m sorry, but I can’t let the country fall apart 
again. I just can’t sit back and watch as he de- 
stroys everything our forefathers worked so hard to 
build.” 

She looks at him like she may be getting 
ready to agree, but to no avail. 

“Absolutely not! I am not letting you assas- 
sinate our son! Now put that thing away and come 
in for dinner.” 

Dismayed, former President George Bush 
puts the rifle away and walks up to the building to 
get ready for dinner. 

Mothers. They always think the most of their 
children. 

So by 2018, all hell had broken loose. China 
had finally succeeded with their biological warfare 
attempts. Or “recalls” as the toy manufacturer kept 
calling it. You might remember the lead paint re- 
calls. You might even remember the toxic Aquadots 
that if swallowed acted as a daterape drug. What 
you might not remember was the Playdough laced 
with arsenic. Or the Fun Dip candy that was nothing 
more than flavored drain cleaner. It wasn’t long be- 
fore they had poisoned toys on all the shelves of the 
toy stores. Free trade agreement my ass. At least 
this time we didn’t train them how to fly planes. 

It took them six months to catch what was go- 
ing on. The problem is that Christmas and Easter 
fell in that six month period. The government said 
that the dangerous toys were discovered before too 
many children died. Yup. That’s what the president 
said. 23,752 children. Not that many huh? 

This incident pretty much shut down all trade. 
Importing, exporting, it didn’t matter. It was all done. 
The continuous toy recall had a tremendously scary 
effect on the economy. With free trade finally end- 
ed, and no importing or exporting going on, jobs 
started to disappear overnight. Families began to 
starve. But that was just the beginning of the end. 
First it was China. Then a second wave from Al 
Queda. 

See, Al Queda saw the same news confer- 
ence on CNN that we all did. It was about how 
fragile our country’s power system is. The anchors 
made sure to explain how all the large power grid 
systems in the world are run on the exact same 
software made by the exact same company. The 
experts made sure to explain how if the terrorists 
wanted to, they could just practice on their own soft- 
ware, then come over here and perform without any 
snags. Hell, they could even crash all the systems 
with a damn computer virus. Which is exactly what 
they did, just like CNN told them to. 

July 4th, 2018. That’s when they did it. It 
took awhile for Americans to realize what had hap- 
pened. They were all too busy letting off fireworks 
and partying. They just figured somebody blew up 
a transformer near a power line with an illegal fire- 
work. But that wasn’t it at all. 

No water. No power. No heat. No phones. It 
was only a matter of time before our country fell. It 
took a few days for all the stores to run out of prod- 
ucts after the big surge of panic hit, when the people 
finally found out what was really going on. Then the 
stores ran out of fuel to run their generators, so they 





had to close their doors... for good. Anything they 
had left on the shelves quickly fell into the hands 
of looters, and rioters. It only took a month for our 
country to quickly nose dive from the most powerful 
nation into the dark ages. The only thing that was 
still running was the government. And believe me 
when I say they were running for their lives. 

You’d think that people would see the impend- 
ing disaster as a sign from God. But no. Not Ameri- 
cans. 

When the sky turned to blood red, no one 
cared. They were either too ignorant or too optimis- 
tic. Sometimes it’s hard to tell the difference. When 
the sky turned above Camp David, which was fully 
stocked with supplies and fuel for the generators, 
our fearless leader noticed. Sort of. 

“Ooh. Pretty.” 

You thought they would have noticed the dark 
red sky and thought to themselves, “How biblical 
looking”. But no. They were too upset about miss- 
ing Must See TV Thursdays. Then something hap- 
pened that was a little harder to ignore. 

It was October 5th, 2018. Anyone that was 
awake was witness to something that normally is 
only read about. The blood red sky parted, and a 
booming voice came from above. Well, it wasn’t as 
much booming as it was odd. It sounded more like 
Walter Matheau. But low and behold it wasn’t the 
grumpy old man coming back from the grave. Well, 
it was a different grumpy old man. 

“Why have you forsaken this land that I have 
given you? You abuse the power and knowledge 
that you have in order to abuse your fellow man. 
It is time to pull yourselves up and rise to the chal- 
lenge that has been laid before you. Or it will be 
time to feel the wrath that I shall thrust upon you!” 

And that was that. Everyone went back to 
what they were doing. Looting, rioting, robbing, and 
raping. Everyone went about their abuse to fellow 
man for about , ironically, forty days. Until the skies 
parted and the booming grumpy old man’s voice 
returned. 

“How can you blatantly defy me? I laid down 
the law and still you refuse! Don’t make me come 
down there! No. No. I’ve got it. I will send to you 
my only son. He will lead you to salvation, or you 
will lead yourself to your own destruction. He will 
come in three days. An actual physical manifesta- 
tion this time. Not in a grilled cheese sandwich like 
I had him do just to screw with that lady that one 
time. So beware of your actions. He will be com- 
ing.” 

All of a sudden people started to worry. Some 
started to weep tears of joy. Others put on their 
tacky novelty shirts that suddenly became ironically 
appropriate. 

It was October 10th, 2018 when Jesus de- 
scended to earth for the final time. People came 
from all over to see him. They hoarded around him 
like a circus sideshow act. He tried to convince the 
public that what they were all doing was wrong. The 
war on each other. The war against our children. 
Following false idols like this “President” he keeps 
hearing about. He tells them to rise up against this 
oppression. 

He met with small groups in personal settings 
to try to put right what once went wrong. First it was 
the group of pedophile Catholic priests who wanted 
his forgiveness. 

“My twisted followers, you have wronged the 


sanctity of the church. You have destroyed the faith 
of hundreds of young men. Come forth to me and I 
shall heal you.” 

As the priests came forward, it was Jesus’ turn 
to touch them inappropriately. He laid his hands on 
their foreheads, causing their hearts to explode as 
they dropped dead in front of him. 

This went on for days. Weeks. He met with 
people to either thank them or to do his dad’s dirty 
work. As he was wrapping up his meetings, he ap- 
proached a haggard looking man. The man looked 
distressed at the vision that was before him. 

“Dude. You’re real. You’re like, really real. 
Now I owe my buddy fifty bucks. Jesus Christ!” 

“Yes my son.” 

“What?” 

“Nevermind. You must go forth and spread 
the word that is truth. Now go forth my child. The 
world needs you.” 

“Whatever dude.” 

The stoner walked away shaking his head, 
trying to figure out how he was going to come up 
with the fifty bucks. 

Jesus stood there, a little dismayed as to 
how the world turned out. He thought the peas- 
ants looked bad the first time he came to Earth. He 
sure wasn’t expecting them to look so disheveled 
this time. He definitely wasn’t expecting them to be 
wearing cargo pants and t-shirts that said, “Hide the 
Porn, Jesus is Coming.” 

It was December 23rd, 2018. Jesus was hav- 
ing a final public meeting to spread the good word 
one last time. He stood upon a burnt out car in 
front of a store with no windows. He continued to 
tell his flock to stop following false idols, especially 
the one they called Bush. He was just about done 
when there was two loud noises, and Jesus fell to 
the ground screaming. 

The noise came from the snipers on the roof- 
top across the street. On orders given to them 
from the President of the United States, they knee- 
capped him. Soldiers ran from behind building to 
capture the fallen savior. 

It was December 25th, 2018. Yes, Jesus’ 
birthday. Martial law had been declared in hopes 
of restoring some form order to all the chaos. The 
president said that anyone, and he means anyone, 
caught bad mouthing the government would be 
called a traitor, and found guilty of treason. Pun- 
ishable by death. He was now President, judge, 
jury, and executioner. Yes, he was going to execute 
Jesus Christ. 

A crowd gathered at the base of the Lincoln 
Memorial to watch the horrendous, blasphemous 
act. There was about ten thousand spectators and 
two thousand armed troops to witness this sav- 
agery. Jesus stood on Lincoln’s knee, looking back 
at the onlookers. He wondered to himself why he 
keeps coming back here. At 3:00 pm sharp, the 
soldier behind him pushed him. He fell four feet be- 
fore the rope tightened and snapped his neck like a 
twig. Yes people. George W. Bush killed Jesus H. 
Christ. On Christmas. 

The President only had two things to say. 

“Teehee. He looks like a hanging Chad.” 

When no one got the joke, he turned and 
spoke to a soldier. 

“Go get some colored lights to throw up there. 
There should at least be something Christmasy 
hanging up there. Christ!” 
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When I was a child, I spent my days sitting on the countertops in the large sun-stained kitchen ot my house, 1 
watching and learning how to cook. The kitchen was where stories were told, where we spoke ol what we did 1 
that day, where we gathered in the evening and on weekends to spend time together. My step-dad Dominic is I 
Irom Sicily, which means I grew up in an Italian kitchen where we made pasta and sauce from scratch, bread 1 
and desserts on a regular basis, soups and stews that fed us all week. Marinara sauce was made in large I 
hatches and frozen, to be used again later- 1 ate pasta on Thursday and Sunday every week of my childhood! I 
To this day, I eat italian food a couple times a week... I guess it’s in my blood. 


When people ask me why I talk about 
food so much, or why I love to cook, the 
memories of me and my family in this 
kitchen come to mind. Some of these 
recipes are vegan takes on things I ate as 
a child. Some of them I didn’t discover until 
years later. Others still are recent favorites 
from friends. My hope is that in these 
pages, you will find some things you have 
heard of and wanted to try, and some new 
things as well. Some of these recipes are 
really easy and cheap, while others require 
much more time and patience. They are all 
delicious! 


Maygun’s Easy Mushroom Risotto 

Good risotto is easy to make - the key is patience. 
You need to constantly stir the rice, and add the 
stock slowly rather than all at once. 


vegetable stock. Season with salt and pepper. 

■ 

For the mushrooms: 

In a large saute pan, melt the margarine. Add 


mushrooms, and saute briefly. Add garlic, thyme, 
salt and pepper. Saute for a couple of minutes 
until mushrooms are tender. Add mushrooms to 
risotto, and fold in. Serve it up! 


Ingredients: 

1 Cup Arborio Rice 
3 Cups Vegetable Stock 

1 Onion, diced very small 
1/4 cup White Wine 

2 Cloves Garlic 

2 Sprigs Thyme 
Pepper 

Salt 

Margarine 

3 Cups combined button, portabella, oyster, 
and shitake mushrooms, clean and sliced thin. 
Whatever mushrooms are available- rehydrate 
dried ones if needed. 


Nathan’s Punk Pesto 

A great basic pesto recipe that can be used on 
pasta, sandwiches or to flavor soups! 


Ingredients: 

1/2 pound Basil, picked and cleaned 

1/2 Lemon, juiced 

1/2 cup pine nuts 

2-3 cloves garlic 

3/4 cup olive oil 

salt and pepper to taste 


For my mother Carmen and my step-father 
Dominic, who ignited my passion and 
love for cooking, and fostered a life-long 
journey cooking for friends, for rent, for 
love and for fun. Buon appetito! 


In a large heavy bottomed pan, heat 2 Tbsp. 
olive oil. Add onions and cook until translucent. 
Deglaze the pan with wine. Add the rice, and 
coat with the oil. Cook for a couple of minutes, 
then add 1 cup of the stock. Stirring constantly, 
allow the stock to absorb into the rice. Continue 
this process, 1/2 a cup at a time, until the rice 
is fully cooked. You may not need to use all the 


In a food processor, combine all ingredients with 
1/4 cup of oil. Pulse to blend, then slowly add the 
remaining oil to emulsify. This batch can be made 
in larger quantities and frozen in ice cubes for 
fast future meals! 


YUMMY VEGAN RECIPES 




Jr’s “Blood Runs Red” Marinara Sauce 

Ingredients: 

10 Roma Tomatoes, diced 
1 White onion, diced 
1/2 Bulb Garlic, chopped 
Basil Leaves, 15 chopped 
1/2 Cup Red Wine 
1 Large Carrot, diced 
1 Tbsp Oregano 
1 Sprig Rosemary 

Saute onion, garlic and carrot until onions are 
translucent. Add tomatoes and spices, let cook 
until tomatoes are soft. Deglaze the pan with red 
wine. Turn heat to low and simmer for about 15 
minutes. Using a burr mixer or a blender, blend 
ingredients til smooth. 

Pane Siciliano a la Carmella e Dominico 
(Dominic and Carmen’s Sicilian Bread) 

My step-dad and I always make this along with 
whatever else we are cooking when I go visit him. 
This is his variation on Pane Siciliano- A bread 
using a combination of bread flour and semolina 
flour. It looks time consuming, but the result is 
well worth it! This recipe uses a “Biga”, or starter, 
to give the bread extra leavening power. The 
recipe for the Biga is as follows: 

Biga: 

3/4 tsp active dry yeast 
1/2 cup warm water (about 105 degrees 
Fahrenheit) 

3 1/2 cups unbleached bread flour 

1 1/4 cups cool water 

Mix the warm water with the yeast and set aside 
until creamy (about 15 minutes). Form a well 
in the flour, add the yeast and cool water. Mix 
together. Cover tightly and let ferment in the 
fridge for 24 hours. 

Bread Dough: 

2 Teaspoons Active dry Yeast 

1 Cup warm water 

3 Cups unbleached bread flour 

2 Cups Semolina 
2 1/2 tsp. Salt 

1 Cup cool water 

2 Tbsp. Olive Oil 

1/2 of the Biga (you can freeze the rest or 
make a double batch of bread) 

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Mix the warm 
water with the yeast and set aside, until creamy. 
Mix the flours and salt in a bowl. Form a well in 
the middle of the dry mixture, add the yeast, the 
cold water, olive oil and biga to the mix, and stir 
together. Knead dough for about 20 minutes on a 
smooth surface until smooth and stretchy. Place 
the dough in a large oiled bowl and cover. Let rise 
for about an hour, until dough has doubled in size. 
Punch down a second time, cover and let rise a 
second time for another 45 minutes. After it has 
doubled a second time in size, put the dough on 
a flat floured surface. Form the dough to make a 
smooth ball. Cover the ball of dough and let rise a 
final time, for about 45-50 minutes. Place dough 
on semolina flour to coat bottom, and cut several 

mm 


slashes into the dough with a knife. Place into the 
oven on a sheet tray and cook for about 45-50 
minutes. In the last few minutes, pull the bread 
and mist with water. Coat the top with sesame 
seeds, and cook until browned on top. 

Maygun’s Seitan Marsala 

4 Seitan cutlets, homemade or store bought 
2 Cups Oyster Mushrooms, sliced and 
sauteed 

1 Cup Marsala Wine 

1 Cup Vegetable stock (use veggie chicken 

stock if available) 

4 Tbsp. Margarine, cut into quarters 

Shallots, minced 

Garlic, minced 

Flour 

Salt 

Pepper 

For the Cutlets: coat seitan cutlets in flour, salt 
and pepper. In a hot pan, fry in oil til browned 
on both sides. Remove from pan, remove most 
of the oil. 

For the Sauce (per person): In the same hot 
pan, toss in a Tbsp of shallots, a half cup of 
oyster mushrooms, moving the pan to prevent 
burning. Splash marsala wine into the pan: IT 
WILL FLAME UP. Be careful, continuing to move 
the pan in a circular motion. Add half cup veggie 
stock, swirling the pan. Take a Tbsp of margarine, 
coat in flour, then put into the sauce. Swirling 
constantly, incorporate the margarine into the 
sauce, until thickened. Add more roux (using 
flour coated pieces of margarine) if needed. Pour 
the sauce over the seitan cutlets. 

Nathan’s Red Wine Vinagrette 

Ingredients: 

1/4 cup Red Wine Vinegar 
3/4 cup Good Quality Olive Oil 

2 Garlic cloves, crushed and chopped 

1 teaspoon each of basil, oregano, sage 
Salt and pepper to taste 

Mix all ingredients well in a container with a tight 
lid. Shake, and let sit 15 minutes before serving 
with greens and veggies. I also like apples, pears, 
oranges, or dried fruits and nuts in salad. 

Maygun’s Pasta Primavera 

This easy pasta uses fresh veggies, oil and 
garlic. These vegetables are good staples, but 
feel free to add seasonal and/or local produce to 
change it up. 

Ingredients: 

1 Zucchini, small rounds 
1 Yellow squash, small rounds 
1 Carrot, small rounds 
1 handful small Cauliflower florets 
1 red pepper, cut into strips 
1 red onion, cut into strips 
Garlic 
Oil 

In a large pot of salted boiling water, boil pasta for 
about 8 minutes until al dente. Drain pasta and 


set aside. In a saute pan, heat oil. Add vegetables 
and cook until they begin to get tender. Add garlic. 
Add pasta, toss with vegetables. Add more oil if 
needed. Season with salt and pepper. If desired, 
cover with nutritional yeast or vegan Parmesan. 

Rosemary Carrots 

Ingredients: 

4 large carrots, cut on a bias into thin pieces 

1 Cup vegetable stock 

1 tsp. fresh rosemary, chopped 

Olive oil 

Salt 

Pepper 

Heat 1 Tbsp oil in a large stock pot. Quickly saute 
carrots and add stock. Simmer and cover them 
until the liquid is reduced, about 10-12 minutes. 
Add rosemary, salt and pepper. 

Maygun’s 5 Bean Salad 

This salad is at once light in flavor, filling and 
packed with protein. 

Ingerdients: 

1 can Canellini Beans 
1/2 can Kidney Beans 
1/2 can Garbanzo Beans 

Handful fresh Green Beans, cut into bite- 
sized pieces and blanched 
Handful fresh Wax Beans, cut into bite-sized 
pieces and blanched 
1/2 Cup Olive Oil 

2 Tbsp. Red Wine Vinegar 
1 Tbsp. Fresh Lemon Juice 

Fresh Italian Parsley, chopped finely 

Salt 

Pepper 

In a large bowl, toss all the beans together with 
the lemon juice, oil, vinegar, parsley salt and 
pepper. Let sit in the fridge for at least an hour. 

Jennidy’s Vegan Parmesan Topping 

A quick way to make vegan parm 

Mix together 3 parts nutritional yeast, 1 part fine 
chopped walnuts, and a dash of sea salt. 

Maygun’s Toasted Brussel Sprouts with 
Bread Crumbs and Almonds 

Eat your greens, they’re good for you. 

4 Cups Brussel Sprouts, cleaned and cut in half 

1/2 Cup slivered almonds 

1/2 cup bread crumbs 

Olive oil 

Salt 

Pepper 

Heat oven to 350. Toss brussel sprouts with oil 
and bake for 20 minutes. Mix almonds, bread 
crumbs, salt and pepper with 2 Tbsp. olive oil 
and set aside. Remove brussel sprouts from heat 
after 20 minutes and cover with bread crumb 
almond mixture. Bake for another few minutes, 
until golden. 
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There are few things finer than a steaming hot pan of lasagna! 


Val’s Caprese 

A vegan take on a sandwich originally made with 
fresh mozzarella. 

Ingredients: 

2 Roma Tomatoes, sliced into rounds 
Several sprigs of fresh basil leaves, cleaned 
1/2 block tofu, frozen and thawed, cut into 
thin strips 

toasted good quality bread 
1 Cup Balsamic Vinegar, for balsamic 
reduction 

Cut bread into slices, spread olive oil, then rub 
garlic clove onto bread. Toast in the oven til light 
brown. Slice tomatoes and tofu, and pick basil 
leaves. Toss the tofu in oil, salt and pepper, then 
bake until lightly browned. Set aside 

For the balsamic reduction, put 1 cup balsamic 
vinegar into a small sauce pan. Let it reduce over 
medium-low heat until it is reduced to a quarter 
of a cup. Let cool. 

To assemble, Lay the bread out. Layer the bread 
with tomato, basil, tofu, tomato, basil, tofu until 
covered. Spoon a little of the balsamic reduction 
over the pieces once they are assembled, and 
you’re ready to rock! 

Maygun’s Tofu Cacciatore 

This was originally my mother’s recipe for Chicken 
Cacciatore, which I remember fondly from 
childhood. The chewy chunks of tofu that have 
been frozen and thawed and additional veggies 
make this a hearty meal. Serve over wide noodles. 


Ingredients: 

2 Packages of tofu, cut into strips, frozen and 

thawed. 

1 Large Onion, sliced thin 

3 Cloves Garlic, minced 

1 Large can whole tomatoes, chopped 

2 Tbsp. Tomato Paste 
1/2 Cup white wine 

2 Large Green Peppers, sliced thin 

1 Large Red Pepper, sliced thin 

1 Large Yellow Pepper, sliced thin 

1/2 pound mushrooms, sliced thin 

1 tsp. Marjoram 

1 Bay leaf 

Flour 

Olive Oil 

Salt and Pepper 

Heat oil in a saute pan. Coat tofu on both sides 
with flour, salt and pepper. Fry on both sides 
until golden brown and set aside. In the same 
pan, saute onion and garlic until browned. In a 
saucepan, heat tomatoes, tomato paste, herbs 
and wine. Add the onion and garlic and simmer 
about 30 minutes. Quickly saute the peppers and 
mushrooms in the same pan as the onions. Add 
veggies and tofu to the sauce, simmer another 
5 minutes. 

Kelly’s Spinach Lasagna 

A rich hearty yet healthy white lasagna with 
spinach. Totally 80’s! If you ask nice, you may 
get to eat it under a disco ball with pink and green 
streamers... 


Ingredients for the filling: 

1 package Firm Tofu 

1 package Silken Tofu 

1/2 Large Onion, diced small 

Tbsp. each of Basil, Oregano, and Thyme 

1 1/2 tsp. Black Pepper 

1 Bulb Garlic, minced 

2 tsp. Dijon Mustard 

1 package spinach, frozen 

Saute spinach until wilted. Add onion and garlic 
and saute til onion is translucent. Mash the 
remaining ingredients together- combine all and 
let sit in the fridge for 2-3 hours for the flavors to 
marry. 

Ingredients for the Sauce: 

4 Tbsp. Margarine 
4 Tbsp. Flour 
1 tsp. Mustard Powder 
1/4 tsp Salt 

3 Cups Soy Milk 

Whisk together first two ingredients to make a 
roux, then add the remaining ingredients. Whisk 
until thick and creamy. 

Cook a box of lasagna noodles and drain. Layer 
in the pan cheese mixture, sauce, and noodles. 
Repeat until you’ve used all the ingredients- top 
with sauce. 

Cook for about a half an hour on 350° covered 
with foil. Remove foil and brown, about 5 minutes 
more. Cool and serve! 



Jennidy’s Easy Calzones 

This was sent to me via email. This is a quick way 
to make a calzone. If you are feeling ambitious, 
make the dough from scratch! 


Vegetable or olive oil or veggie cooking spray. 


In small cup combine yeast, sugar and 1/4 cup 
warm water. Set aside for 10 minutes to activate 
yeast. In a mixing bowl combine 3 cups flour and 
salt. Add activated yeast plus 1 additional cup 
warm water. Stir until mixture is a thick dough. If 
the dough is too sticky or wet to knead, add more 
flour 1/4 cup at a time. Once you are able to form 
mixture into a dough ball, knead on a generously 
flour covered countertop or table for a full 10 
minutes. The resulting dough should be dense 
but soft. If it the dough is too dry or crumbles, 
knead in small amounts of water. Once the dough 
has been thoroughly kneaded, place dough ball 
in another greased mixing bowl and cover with a 
wet cloth to rise. The dough is ready for use once 
it has doubled in size (approximately 90 minutes 
for standard yeast, 20-30 minutes for quick-rising 
yeast). Cut dough ball 2-3 pieces and roll / stretch 
dough into flat shapes of your choosing or use for 
calzone shells. For crispiest pizza crust results 
you should partially bake the rolled out dough 
for 8-10 minutes at 375 degrees before adding 
sauce and toppings. Par-baked crusts can also 
be bagged and frozen for later use. 


In a food processor, blend the sun-dried tomatoes 
until they begin to break down. Add the rest of 
ingredients and pulse to incorporate. This should 
be a thick, chunky mix to serve with crackers or 
bread. 


Ingredients: 

1 pre-made Pizza dough. One small pizzas 

worth for each person 

2 Cups Marinara Sauce, reduced to thick for 

pizza 

1 Cup Broccoli florettes 

1/2 Cup Olives 

1/2 Small Onion, chopped 

1/4 Cup Nutritional Yeast 

1/2 tsp each Basil, Oregano, Thyme 


Maygun’s Tiramisu 

Ok, this doesn’t taste exactly like the original, but 
it’s really good nonetheless! Tofu cream makes 
the mascarpone, homemade spongecake stands 
in for ladyfingers, and flavored liqueurs and 
espresso add depth and richness to the flavors. 
This is best made ahead of time and refrigerated, 
so all the flavors can absorb into the cake. 


Grease a baking sheet. Roll out dough or stretch 
it with your hands to about a pizza shape. Cover 
entire dough with pizza sauce leaving a little edge 
like a pizza. Add toppings to one half of the dough. 
Toppings can be subbed but avoid anything too 
watery. Sprinkle liberally with nutritional yeast 
and herbs. Brush the edges with a small bit of 
water and fold the half without the toppings onto 
the other half. Press the edge together. Put on 
greased baking sheet and bake at 350 F for 12- 
15 minutes. Remove from oven, brush with olive 
oil and heat for a few minutes more, until top is 
golden. 


Ingredients for the “lady” fingers: 

2 Cups flour 

1 Cup sugar 

1 tsp. Vanilla 

1 Tbsp. Orange Liqueur 

1/2 Cup plus 1 Tbsp Vegetable Oil 

1/2 Cup Water 

1/2 Cup Soy Milk 


Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Mix together 
flour, baking powder and sugar. Add Oil, vanilla, 
orange liqueur, and water. Mix until smooth. In 
a greased pan, pour contents. Bake for about 
an hour until brown on top and firm to the touch. 
Let cool. Invert pan and place cake on an even 
surface. Cut in half horizontally, then into long 
thin pieces. 


Nathan’s Sun-dried Tomato and Olive 
Tapenade 


Dan’s Profane Pizza Dough 


Ingredients: 

1 Cup Pepperoncinis 

2 Cups sun-dried tomatoes, rehydrated in 

water 

2 cloves garlic 
1 1/2 Cups black olives 
1 1/2 Cups green olives 
1 Tbsp. Capers 
1/4 tsp. Salt 


Ingredients: 

1 packet active dry yeast (or 2 1/3 Tbsp bulk 
active dry yeast) 

1/2 tsp salt (or garlic salt) 

1/2 tsp sugar 
3-4 Cups flour 
Warm water 


Ingredients for the Cream: 

1 Package Silken Tofu 

2 Tbsp. Orange Liqueur 
1 Tbsp. Vanilla Extract 

1 Tbsp plus 1 tsp. Salt 
Pinch of salt 


Blend all ingredients together in a blender or food 
processor until smooth. Set in a container and 
cool in the fridge. 


For the Candied Orange Zest: 

Using a zester, zest long strips of orange peel. 
In a small saute pan, heat 2 Tbsp. Water and 1 
Tbsp sugar. Moving the pan constantly over a 
medium heat, heat until boiling. When boiling, 
add a splash of orange liqueur. Add orange zest 
and cook until pieces are soft. Set on parchment 
paper to cool. 
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Soak cake in a mixture of espresso and hazelnut 
liquor. Line the cake pieces in a pan in a layer. 
Cover with half the cream. Repeat with another 
layer of soaked cake, and cream. Top with dusted 
cocoa and candied orange zest. 


A BIG BIG thanks to all who contributed this time 
around. ..Jennidy, Jr, Kelly, Nathan, Val and my 
family. As always, if you want to contribute to an 
upcoming issue, please email me at maygun@ 
mail.com. I am looking for Indian recipes if you 
got ‘em! Cheers- Maygun 


Except maybe some of Maygun’s dreamy vegan Tiramisu 



The editorial staff of Profane Existence would like 
to apologize for the antics of our hormonally out 
of control gossip columnist in our last issue. We 
do not know how such rubbish was able to slip 
past our censors and our deeply embarrassed 
by it. We regard Profane Existence Magazine to 
be of the highest quality content and have thus 
sanitized this issue’s Lies, Gossip, and Rumors 
section to meet our strict editorial standards. 
We apologize for any inconvenience, nausea, 
vomiting and and urinary tract discomfort caused 
by our former columnist Kursty Brunkley. She 
has recently signed a contract to host the return 
of Fox TV’s news program “Hard Copy” and we 
wish her the best of luck on this new adventure. 
We now return to this issues’ installment of Lies, 
Gossip, and Rumors already in progress. All 
interview questions were randomly generated 
by our patented Punk-O-Matic 2000 artificial 
intelligence system. We call him Paul for short. 



PE: WOLFBRIGADE returned with a massive 
bang in 2007, please enlighten us on the 
BRIGADE’S plans for 2008? 

Dadde: Well, Right now there’s so much going 
on and people keep sending us tour invitations. 
We probably could quit our day jobs, pack our 
homes into some warehouse and tour for the 
whole year... But this is our hobby. So we’ll keep 
it to doing some weekends here and there, with 
some occasional longer tours. It’s just a matter of 
time and money. With full-time jobs, bills, families 
(no kids, just dogs and squirrels! ), it’s hard to be 
able to tour as much as we’d like to. But I’m pretty 
sure 2008 will bring us to many places we haven’t 
been, and will probably be our most active year 
yet. We’re aiming for another new record as well. 
Too early to say what format. 

PE: The new WOLFBRIGADE album, Prey to 
the World is great, a perfect “compromise” of 
the newer material (D-beat Odyssey) and old 
like Lycanthropunk... Were you guys happy 
with the result? 

Dadde: Yes, I think it has some really strong 
songs, definitely up there with some of the 
“classics”. But as always, there are a million 
things I’d want to change. Thanks to reasons 
beyond our control, the mix suffered a bit. I’d 
have wanted to work more on that. It’s hard to 
be your own judge. Right now I’m in one of those 
periods when I just want to look forward and get 
into the studio again to try out our new songs, 
and make today’s WB even better. I think “Prey 
to the World” was a big step forward for us, and 
while I can see how old WOLFPACK”fans like the 
new one much more than the other BRIGADE 
records. The newer crust kids, I don’t know a 
better way to describe them, think it lacks melody. 
I really liked this direction and we have refined 
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this even more in the five new songs we have 
so far. It’s a bit darker than Prey to the World. 
It wasn’t that hard to come up with Prey to the 
World. Everything happened pretty naturally. 
We are working much harder to make the new 
songs more brutal and extreme while still having 
elements of the “trademark” melodies and that 
groovy stuff. You’ll see, eventually! 

PE: Are you planning more shows and tours 
in 2008? 

Dadde: Yeah, we really want to tour as much 
as possible in 2008. There are places we want 
to return to of course, but what we are looking 
forward to the most is visiting places we haven’t 
been to yet. We will tour for sure cover more 
than Italy, Germany, Sweden, Norway, US and 
the UK in 2008. Plans are made for Portugal, 
Czech Republic, Greece, Spain, Holland, Russia 
and some more all ready, and hopefully we’ll get 
around to do Australia and Japan as well. 

PE: Are there any plans re-releasing old 
material, lets say Hellhound Warpig and 
Lycanthropunk? 

Dadde: Actually there is. Both are gonna be re- 
issued at some point. Erik just found the master 
tape to what we assume is Hellhound Warpig. 
We have talked about visiting Tomas Skogsberg/ 
Sunlight studios to remix it. Not a crazy blipblop 
remix or anything, and we really don’t want to 
take away any of the rawness of the original 
record, but we figure that Skogsberg could make 
it sound both raw and bigger. You can barely hear 
the drums on certain parts on that 7”. Would be 
cool to see what can be done. 

PE: Rumor has it that you may be working om 
a new split with EOM or something... can you 
confirm anything? 

Dadde: That would make a great split. We love 
those guys and there has been talk about that 
since like 2000... It would be great if it happened, 
after all these years. The thing with split records 
though, is that none of us are really big fans of 
them. They often become “one-sided” so to 
speak. Every now and then there’s a split 7” 
where you like both bands, but there’s always 
something missing. One side lacks a good 
production or whatever. You don’t tend to get 
the same general impression of a split record 
as a “normal” one, but I guess that’s the whole 
point, haha! But also, since in most cases splits 
are a proof of friendship between the bands, and 
sometimes both sides ARE really good, a EOM/ 
WB split would be fun to do! It will be two good 
sides for sure, and I’m sure there will be plenty 
of cheesy artwork for that one! We’ll have to see 
what happens. There has been some talk about 
another split as well, with some other friends, but 
it’s too early to say anything. 

PE: You just played the Punk Illegal festival in 
Gothenburg, and you guys were tight as hell! 
What did you think about playing on a show 
like that? 

Dadde: It was an amazing event! Getting the 
opportunity to be involved on a benefit of that 
size, for an organization where the money is 
ALWAYS needed, and with a great line up, 
organized by some people we really like, was 
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a privilege. One thing that sucked though, was 
that it was over too soon! There was people from 
all over the world I had been looking forward to 
hang out with, but barely had the time to hang out 
with anyone. Other than that it was super, haha! 
Number one Punk event of 2007 in Sweden, no 
doubt about it. 

PE: You guys are (almost) all active in 
other projects like TO WHAT END? and 
SLAVSTATEN... Can you give us a small heads 
up on what their plans are for 2008? 

Dadde: TO WHAT END? will record a new 
LP. Two of the members are parents now, and 
Elenor is moving to Berlin, so there will not be 
any extensive touring. Hopefully some shows will 
be made. SLAVSTATEN will also hit the studio 
to nail the best of the almost 30 songs we have 
done so far out of our drunken rehearsals. But 
since WB will be pretty busy and the others play 
in UNCURBED, SAYYADINA and GENERAL 
SURGERY it will not be the hardest touring 
band. There are also some songs with TODAY’S 
OVERDOSE laying around that are fucking 
killer, way better than the 7” we did. That has 
to be recorded as well. Don’t worry we’ll keep 
ourselves busy! 

PE: Does Micke ever get tired of hearing 
Jonsson this and Jonsson that, I mean that if 
All Day Hell wouldn’t prove he’s a world class 
vocalist nothing will...? 

Dadde: Well if Micke doesn’t get tired of it, I don’t 
know what the hell is wrong with him, because 
I’m fucking sick of it, haha! I mean Jonsson WAS 
one of the greatest hardcore vocalists of all time, 
no questions asked, but Micke has more layers 
to it and is an amazing front man. In my opinion 
he is an even better vocalist than Jonsson. 
No intention to come off as cocky or anything, 

I just think that Micke is a fantastic vocalist, 
that’s all. He does do the occasional stumbling, 
forgets lyrics and gets a bit tipsy before shows 
sometimes (hell, we all do!), but apparently not 
enough for the Jonsson lovers, haha! He really 
puts on a good show and screams his fucking 
head off, while still being into this with his whole 
heart. I would love to see Jonsson perform again 
as well, but I’m 99,999999999% sure it’s not 
gonna happen. Not if you ask people who have 
actually tried to pick up those pieces. 

PE: Any last words? 

Dadde: Thanks for the interview, short but sweet! 
Be sure to check out: www.wolfbrigade.se for 
tours, records, or basically anything regarding 
the band. Keep fighting, Stay true. Equality // 
WOLFBRIGADE 

STOP THE PRESSES! 

Just as this issue goes to press it has been 
revealed that WOLFBRIGADE will release their 
upcoming new album on Profane Existence 
Records later this spring! There is also another 
US tour in the works with dates down the West 
Coast and possible dates in Texas, New England 
and the Midwest. There will of course be more 
information in the next issue of PE as well as on 
our web sites and email bulletins. 


’Tvx i'll I T IFF 




1 



The legendary MEANWHILE have been playing 
raging, metahedge thrash for 20 years now. 
Mr. Punk-O-Matic 2000 caught up with Jallo 
shortly after MEANWHILE stole the show at 
Varning From Montreal Festival... 

PE: What are Meanwhile’s plans for 2008? 

Jallo: Not that much really. Maybe do some more 
shows to promote the new album. Hopefully 
some festival shows. 

PE: You are these days (late November 07) 
releasing a new record. Can you tell us a little 
bit on that? 

Jallo: Yes, it will be released on Feral Ward 
Records. I think it will be released early December 
or at least this year. Music wise it’s nothing new 
really, maybe a bit more primitive than earlier 
releases which I like and prefer. Fourteen songs. 
The title is Reality or Nothing. I think it will be 
available on both CD and LP. 

PE: In past years you havent been too active 
on the live front, is that going to change? 

Jallo: No, I don’t think so. We like it this way. But, 
lets see what happens. There’s been talk about a 
US tour at some point, this means we have to be 
more active on the live front. Ha, ha... 

PE: Are you planning to re-release your older 
records? 

Jallo: There is a label who’s working on this, but 
it’s too early to say anything at this point. 

PE: You guys have been active in bands 
like DISFEAR, TYRANT, NO SECURITY, 
KVOTERINGEN, KRIGSHOT, IMPERIAL 
LEATHER, KRIGSHOT, etc. All great DIY punk 
bands. Is MEANWHILE playing the “formula” 
you like best? 

Jallo: Hard to say, I like all the above mentioned 
bands. They all got some good elements. But the 
new MEANWHILE stuff is really what I wanna 
do. 

PE: You were active in Finn Records and 
released some great albums over the years. 
You aren’t planning to start up again? And 
do you know what Finn-Fan is doing these 
days? 

Jallo: No plans to start up Finn Records again. 
Too much work, hehe... Don’t really have the 
time. I think Finn-Fan is studding something. He 
lives in Stockholm. 

PE: Anything you look forward to in 2008? 

Jallo: Hopefully some great shows and maybe 
one or two festivals. It’s winter time over here 
now, so summer is very welcome. 

PE: There’s a rumor that NO SECURITY might 
be reunited one day. Any truth to that? 

Jallo: I heard about it also. I don’t think it will 
happen. Too complicated to get it together again, 
but what the fuck, you never know. 

PE: MEANWHILE played in Canada recently. 


What did you guys think of that, and are you 
planning to return for some shows in the US? 

Jallo: It was great in Montreal. It was Jannick 
from AFTER THE BOMBS who brought us over. 
Mega-thanks to you Jannick! We did two shows 
the same day. Great bands and great people. We 
have talked about a shorter US tour, but don’t 
really know when it’s going to happen. 

PE: That’s all... thank you very much for your 
time! Any last words? 

Thanks Paul! Thanks to Jannick and all the 
others in Montreal. 



PE: So, what are AVSKUM’s plans in 2008? 

Gunnar: We’re gonna record a new album in 
February. We’ve said no to a Japan tour because 
two of us have small kids at home. We don’t 
wanna do any longer tours but we’d love to play 
the November festival in Montreal. So maybe a 
short Canadian tour (hint hint, Janick)? 

PE: You have mentioned that the new AVSKUM 
material is more aggressive and not so much 
mid-tempo is that right? 

Gunnar: Yes. It sounds more desperate and more 
chaotic than the earlier stuff when we rehearse 
it. So if we don’t fuck up the songs completly in 
the studio I think we can look forward to the best 
AVSKUM album this far. I hope it sounds early 
Swedish. TOTALITAR, ANTI-CIMEX and early 
AVSKUM... 

PE: Is Prank Records also letting this one 
out? 

Yes. Ken has listened to a rehearsal tape and he 
seems real enthusiastic about the album. 

PE: Planning to do any shows or tours? 

Gunnar: I hope we’re gonna play Stockholm and 
Oslo in 2008, and maybe a short tour too. Like 
four days in Canada or Spain. I also hope we can 
tour Japan 2009. I’d like to tour Brazil some day 
as well. 

PE: You have a growing reputation of being 
a kick-ass live act, what about some US 
shows? 

Gunnar: We’ve done a US tour already. We liked 
it a lot, so I hope we’ll be back, but you never 
know. I mean we’ve been doing this for quite 
a while and I’m not really sure how long we’re 
gonna keep on playing together in AVSKUM. I 
think we’ve fucked up a couple of important gigs 
recently because of too much booze and bad 
vibes in the band. But now and then I think we’re 
a pretty good riot circus too. A friend mine told 
me, “You guys are pretty mediocre on record, but 
an awesome live act.” I think he’s right. 

PE: Gunnar, you are active in the Punk Illegal 
Fest, etc. Can we expect more projects from 
that in 2008? 

Gunnar: We’re working on a two-day summer 
festival in June to take place in an awesome 
park in the country side. But nothing has been 
decided yet. We’re also working on a two day 


festival in the same place as the previous one 
in Gothenburg. So there will be a festival, but I’m 
not sure when. I hope we can present a fantastic 
band list like the last one. 

PE: Do you have any plans on releasing Crime 
and Punsihment on vinyl? 

Gunnar: Nope. 

PE: Any last words? 

Gunnar: No borders, no states, no masters, no 
slaves... 



OK she's not from Sweden, but everyone 
wants to know what Chris Boarts Larson is up 
to. She recently released her 20th anniversary 
special issue of Slug & Lettuce, but we want 
to know when we can expect more... 

PE: Will Slug & Lettuce be returning to it’s 
quarterly schedule in 2008? 

Chris: No, it will not. I don’t know when the next 
issue will come out. 

PE: What about starting a web zine in 2008? 
How about the Slug & Lettuce MySpace 
page? 

Chris: Yes, I would like to start up a web site, that 
is a goal for the coming year. I’m not on MySpace. 

I have thought about it for S&L. I don’t know, 
what do you think? [Don’t do it! Make your own 
web site instead! -ed.] 

PE: You plan on traveling to any festivals or 
go on any tours in 2008? 

Chris: As of right now I have no plans for travel 
or tour. I also don’t know the “fest schedule”, so 
perhaps I will be there when the time comes. 

PE: Which new band is going to put out the 
surprise hit album in 2008 and take the punk 
world by storm? 

Chris: PARASYTIC from Richmond VA. 

PE: Are the odds in favor of the second 
coming of Christ in 2008? 

Chris: Nah. 

PE: Any special predictions for next year? 

Chris: It looks like bands might be doing less 
touring, or at least smaller shorter tours (those 
gas prices!). People are going to do more and 
more stuff on the web, less manufactured CDs 
and records and print zines while we all figure out 
how we can afford to keep doing what we do. But 
I think something new and exciting will happen 
this year. Not sure what - but we are kinda due 
for some new excitement. 

Chris(tine) 

Slug & Lettuce 
PO Box 26632 
Richmond VA 23261-6632 

The 20th Anniversary issue of S&L is done! Issue 
#90 - 24 pages. Available for $1ppd US. $2ppd 
Can/Mex and $3ppd worldwide. 
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AN ENEMY 
OF THE STATE 


Before I came to prison, I worked for a short time 
at a small, weekly paper. I had my own opin- 
ion column at the age of 17, and I occasionally 
covered city council meetings. My mentor, the 
paper’s owner, impressed upon me that good 
journalism was “something to offend everyone,” 
that the job of a journalist was to write what peo- 
ple needed to read, not necessarily what they 
wanted to read. 

I grew up in Suburban America, the product 
of public schools. I went from the cub scouts to 
the boy scouts to the Army. I had received an 
Honorable Discharge and was attending college 
on the Gl Bill. 

Then, the nephew of the Clerk of Courts 
kicked in the door of my apartment and threat- 
ened to kill me. I stabbed him in a panic and 
when the smoke cleared, I went to prison for the 
rest of my life being found guilty of pre-planning 
the murder of the nephew of the Clerk of Courts 
after a politically motivated judicial process. 

I became aware of a drastic sea-change in 
my status when I arrived to the prison and made 
every effort to contact friends and arrange em- 
ployment with the standard, mainstream media. 
It seemed to me that even from prison I could 
keep abreast of current events and write a weekly 
column. I could rely upon my writing skills in or- 
der to earn money for counsel and overturn what 
was surely just a rare mistake in an otherwise fair 
system of justice. 

I saw my case as just a hiccup in the pro- 
cess. My conviction was an anomaly. 

I received no response from dozens and 
dozens of inquiries, from untold resumes. Noth- 
ing. I had become persona non grata. While 
neither my skills nor views had changed, the 
pounding of the judge’s gavel, despite any actual 
innocence or guil, turned me into an intellectual 
exile. I was banished from mainstream media 
forever. I found myself unable to secure counsel 
and faced defeat after defeat, round after round, 
in courts with absolutely no regard for the poor, 
self-represented felon. My exile became perma- 
nent, and my hopes of vindication vanished. 

This was my first encounter with a subtle 
form of censorship; not the censorship of “official 
state action”, but the kind of self-censorship in 
which the corporate media tailors its specifically 
white-bread message to a white-bread America, 
delivered only by those who live well within the 
borders of that white-bread world. 

Banished from the Newsweeks and New 
York Times and even the Plain Dealers of the 


“liberal media”, I found outlet by writing for pris- 
oner rights and prisoner advocacy newsletters. I 
even became a prisoner Advisory Board member 
of one of the organizations, and my regularly- 
featured articles pointed out the glaring hypoc- 
risy and idiocy of many of the system’s policies, 
demonstrating that what this department says 
and what it does are two very different things. In 
one sense, this was simply a natural extension of 
what I had previously accomplished as a journal- 
ist — exposing the lies and corruption for ridicule 
in the public arena. 

Turns out, all my writings were going into a 
file. Agents of the fascist machinery of the state 
were “monitoring” me. 

After a long and enjoyable relationship with 
a specific newsletter, its publishers informed me 
during one phone call that wardens at select 
Ohio prisons had refused their newsletter, not 
permitting prisoners to read it due to the content 
of my articles. The wardens admitted they did not 
find the articles inciteful nor did they contend the 
facts were wrong; they conceded they were sim- 
ply embarrassed. 

I wrote and submitted for publication an arti- 
cle about censorship, recalling the lessons of my 
suburban education about a free press checking 
the abuses of government action, acting as an 
insurance policy against tyranny. I wrote how 
other governments had silenced the likes of 
playwright Vaclav Havel, poet Yvgeny Yevtush- 
enko, and resistance leaders like Steve Biko and 
Nelson Mandela. But the Ohio Department of 
Retrubution and Corruption was afraid of a for- 
mer gas station attendant who maintained a “C” 
average in school? Afraid of me? I suggested 
a new poster with the faces of Hitler, Stalin, Au- 
gusta Pinochet, and Reginald Wilkinson with the 
caption beneath their faces: “ The Experts Agree: 
Censorship Works.” 

The prisoner rights newsletter never printed 
another word I ever wrote. And, as you can prob- 
ably imagine, the newsletter circulated to prison- 
ers without a problem. 

This, my second encounter with censorship, 
involved official government action; but in the fi- 
nal analysis, the state did not leave me voiceless. 
Instead, the newsletter itself chose to sacrifice 
me in exchange for what? Temporary relief from 
further censorship? 

Left with no public outlet for my writing, I 
turned to helping those who suffered injustices 
inside this insidious system. My writing led to 
several Senate investigations of staff assault on 
prisoners, of torture, of mail tampering and other 
forms of psychological and physical abuse. This 
led to no drastic reforms, but instead made me 
the target of administrators’ “dirty wars”. I found 
myself assaulted, thrown in the hole for fabricated 
rule violations, subject to harsh deprivations such 
as strip down “suicide cells” (where I set records, 


by the way, enduring more torture than anyone 
else without breaking), and arbitrary destruction 
of a great deal of my property. 

I made every effort to publicize every event 
of this arduous struggle, only to be denied media 
access for interviews by the warden’s assistant 
(and now regional director’s assistant) Tim Mil- 
ligan. I was unofficially (and deniably) labeled a 
“political threat” and for the purposes of respond- 
ing to media requests for interviews, the prison 
system painted me a crackpot, a lone gunman, a 
behavior problem. 

At one point in this ordeal, one of the prison’s 
investigators, pushing to have me sent to a Su- 
permax facility in Youngstown, looked me in the 
eye and said, “I think you just might be the most 
dangerous man in the entire prison system.” I 
smiled and replied simply, “Well, thank you.” 

This third encounter with censorship, a 
parallel to the Soviet treatment of dissidents, 
pulled me completely from the somnolent bliss 
of the suburban middle-class McWorld where I 
had pledged allegiance to mom, apple pie, and 
Chevrolet. I became increasingly aware that if 
the state could use me as fodder--a man with no 
prior record, no criminal inclinations, a college 
degree and Honorable Discharge, a man with 
marketable academic skills — then what could 
the giant machine we call the state do to others 
without white privilege, without the benefits I had 
received without earning? If the state could ex- 
ile me, marginalize me, and then subject me to 
mind-numbing tortures to break and silence me 
all for illegitimate reasons, then what could the 
state not do? 

I also discovered that the deeper one en- 
counters the truth and tries to publicize it, the 
more obstacles the state and its organs, including 
the corporate media, place in the way. It seems 
the more one perceives the truth and the more 
one’s ability to articulate the evil that the state 
represents, the more marginalized one becomes, 
until the most profound and deepest thinkers and 
critics are left mumbling in the wilderness like 
modern-day John the Baptists. 

No, the next revolution will not be televised. 
It won’t even be discussed by a small-town pa- 
per. 

Over time, the terror machinery of the state 
has created a revolutionary writer out of me. I 
am now, and shall always be, a revolutionary 
writer, persuaded onto the revolutionary path not 
so much by the eloquent arguments of Karl Marx 
or Che Guevara or Huey Newton, but by the apa- 
thy and inhumanity of Reginald Wilkinson (former 
head of the Ohio Department of Retribution and 
Corruption), Bob Taft (former Gov. of Ohio), and 
the senators and representatives who fail to re- 
spond to human rights abuses. I have been con- 
vinced by courts that interpret laws to the benefit 
of the rich and powerful, protecting the greedy 


“The most dangerous weapon in the hands of 
the oppressor is the mind of the oppressed.” 
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—Stephen Biko, South African Rights Leader 

murdered by police in Soweto jail September 1977 
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from the hungry, the wealthy from the poor. 

I have become a Communist Anarchist by 
process of elimination, from my personal en- 
counter with the machinery of the state, and dis- 
covering the depth and breadth of its inherently 
evil nature absolutely insufferable. 

I find myself awaiting the final encounter 
with censorship. As one famous dead guy once 
observed, assassination is the most extreme 
form of censorship. And the most permanent. 

But unlike the case of Mumia Abu-Jamal, 
where the state has attempted unsuccessfully 
several times to hurriedly execute a living tes- 
tament to the state’s corruption and inherent 
dishonesty, with me, the state has not even the 
fabricated justification to execute me legally. So, 
instead of an electric chair or guillotine or what- 
ever “humane” and “legitimate” methods the 
state now uses to murder its most ardent critics, 
it will have to get creative to kill me. It will have to 
pay someone to shank me or direct staff to stage 
my suicide--the most common method used by 
Apartheid forces in South Africa, when freedom 
fighters like Steve Biko were too often found 
swinging from bed sheets in Soweto jails. And 
coroners ignored the bruises on their wrists. 
Never believe them when they call it suicide. 

Sean Swain #243205 
Conditions Factory ABC 
P.O. Box 80033 
Toledo, OH 43608 



Welcome to Dehumanized Nation, a new prisoner section of 
Profane Existence. These pages are filled with writings from 
people who are just like you and I. Except one difference: they 
suffer the tyranny of oppression and dehumanization behind 
prison walls. These men and women live in the underbelly of the 
beast. Their perspective is much different than ours because 
of what they see and experience on a daily basis. Some prison- 
ers lay down in defeat and play the game. But others rise up and 
resist with all that is within them. The people featured on these 
pages are just a sample of prisoners out there who are raising 
awareness, standing up for themselves and others, and keeping 
busy — sometimes just to stay sane. It is important that we listen 
to what they have to say. Please feel free to open your heart to 
these folks and join us in the struggle for equality. 

burningriver@inbox.com. 

Send submissions c/o 
Burning River ABC 
PO Box 602543 
Cleveland, OH 44102. 


Beware: This Could Happen to You 


Have you ever been in a situation where ev- 
erything spins out of control? Have you been 
there, watching events move by, unable to find 
any kind of break, screaming “STOP!” at the 
top of your lungs.... Yet nothing slows, nothing 
stops. ..and your life is taken completely out 
of your hands, flipped upside down, and kept 
dangled in front of you, just out of reach? Imag- 
ine.... 

You’re sitting there at a vegetarian kiosk in 
Norther California. You’ve spent the last sev- 
eral weeks squatting, hitchhiking, protesting, 
kicking it with some good, radical, free-thinking 
people. You’re taking a small break, heading 
down to San Francisco to see what’s up with 
the city life before getting back into the forest to 
continue the fight against the logging industry. 
An old friend is there, and you reminisce about 
some old people in an old place. 

Then, all of the sudden, you’re approched 
by a police officer. They know your name and 
it unnerves you, so you give them a false one. 
You’re searched, and they check out your tat- 
toos. The three roses and vibrant green vines 
trailing down your arm give up the game. 
You’re placed in handcuffs, driven to a gulag 
and subjected to various indignities before be- 
ing locked into a small concrete box with noth- 
ing but a steel slab attached to the wall and a 
busted toilet. Despite the various colored ac- 
tivities of your past, this is your first time in a 
jail cell. You’re cold, you’re confused, you’re 
afraid. You’ve been using some pretty strong 
mind-altering substances for quite a while now 


and you’re not really sure what’s happening — if 
any of this is even real. And no one is telling you 
why you’re even there. 

After a while you adjust, a bit dazed when 
they finally tell you what they think you did. They 
tell you that you killed a couple of friends. They’re 
going to seek the death penalty. They say that it 
happened in Texas, so they’re gonna ship you 
there. You have to wait because some psycho- 
path just took out the World Trade Center. You 
know you’ve never killed anyone in Texas, but it 
doesn’t seem to matter. You’re shipped back like 
human cattle, trussed up and herded through the 
airport by a phalanx of soldiers. You’re still pretty 
much in shock by this pretty callous handling of 
your LIFE. What can you do? 

You go to stand trial, forced to put your trust 
into a system you’ve been told all along works. 
You KNOW it doesn’t, but this doesn’t matter ei- 
ther. You have no choice. You’re a bum, broke, 
and have no one to turn to. You’re stuck with 
legal representation who aren’t paid enough to 
care about you or your case. They barely work 
on it at all. No investigation, and they barely do 
anything with the witnesses on the stand. 

So it’s really no suprise, or at least it 
shouldn’t be, when eventually you’re convict- 
ed. More “evidence” is presented by the state. 
You’re a social miscreant (anarchist). You have 
no redeeming qualities. Your attorneys call NO 
witnesses to refute this. Twelve of your “peers” 
deem you unfit to live, and people you’ve never 
met before sentence you to death. 

Afterwards, you are transferred to prison to 


wait for the axe to finally fall. Not a normal pris- 
on but a control unit: super-segregation, solitary 
confinement. You’re in isolation from humanity 
for the rest of your life. You are still in shock. 
The situation is hard to grasp and you haven’t 
quite registered it yet. 

And then you do. 

You’ve spent the last several months 
degraded, harassed, oppressed, provoked, 
trampled upon... Life becomes 22 hours in a 
concrete tomb. The bite of the handcuffs ev- 
erytime you’re allowed out of them, meals unfit 
for consumption, the glass that will eternally 
seperate you from your loved ones... They’ve 
taken everything. They want what’s left: your 
humanity, then your life. 

And in the end, you are given two choices: 
you can sit on your bunk and accept it. Or you 
can fight back with everything you have. 

Imagine that. Try and put yourself there. 
What would you do? That’s what happened to 
my life. What do I do? 

I fight. 

But I just don’t fight for myself. I fight, be- 
cause I know its wrong. I fight because its hap- 
pening to me, and because it shouldn’t happen 
to anybody. 

It could happen to you. 

In struggle and solidarity, 

Steven Woods #999427 

Polunsky Death Camp 

3872 South FM 350 

Livingston, TX 77351 
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Less Dream, More Bullets: 
Black History for Militants 

Reviews by Sean Swain 


Huev P. Newton: In His Own Words 

Rising Sun Press 

The fascist weasels who run this prison were 
looking the other way when I received Revolu- 
tionary Suicide by Huey P. Newton, one of the 
most banned books in the country, through the 
prison inter-library loan program. Huey’s plain 
and uncomplicated writing style accompanied 
powerful and penetrating analysis of these ex- 
ploitative systems of capital and so-called de- 
mocracy. It opened my eyes. 

I should have stolen Revolutionary Suicide 
when I had the chance. The weasels no longer 
let it in. In fact, I can’t find copies out there in 
the alleged “free” world, either. I wanted to send 
copies as Christmas gifts, but in this post-9/11 
control-freak world, Huey’s uncompromising in- 
sights are too dangerous for any of us to read. 

So you can imagine my excitement when 
I received Huev P. Newton: In His Own Words , 
from Rising Sun Press. It came with a whole 
host of Black Panther literature, as Rising Sun 
has established the Black Panther Party Prison 
Chapter. Before I even read the zines, I made 
immediate plans for outreach and study groups 
to circulate Huey and raise consciousness 
among the prisoners. 

In His Own Words includes interview seg- 
ments as well as excerpts from Revolutionary 
Suicide and To Die for the People . This is vin- 
tage Huey, powerful and concise and biting, 
perfectly reasonable in its logic. The problem 
is, the zine is absolutely replete with typos and 
glitchy formatting that chops off ideas in mid- 
sentence, leaving the reader to wonder where 
Huey’s trains of thought were going. Page after 
page, the reader must pull the meaning out of 
the morass, and if someone isn’t already famil- 
iar with Huey, they are likely to get lost. 

Huey deserves better than that. Just a little 
re-tooling and editing and a second edition from 
Rising Sun would preserve, for the world, a nec- 
essary and incomparable voice of resistance 
that is otherwise silenced in these dark days of 
jack-boots and arm-bands. 

Assata 

(Distributor Unknown) 

Speaking of jack-boots, the Police State 
Poster Child, John Walsh, featured Assata 
Shakur as late as May 2005 on his syndicated 
show, Gestapo’s Most Wanted. Assata, former 
guerrilla of the Black Liberation Army, was false- 
ly framed and convicted in the shooting death 
of a New Jersey State Trooper who was killed 
while Assata was unarmed and had her hands 
raised in the air, sitting in the back seat of a 


car. Troopers killed her closest comrade, Zayd 
Shakur, and Assata nearly died from wounds 
she sustained due to indiscriminate police gun- 
fire. Sundiata Acoli, also in the car, fled for his 
life. 

Assata, Shakur’s memoir, takes place in a 
time when politically-conscious Black freedom- 
fighters were targeted and neutralized by courts 
and jails or in a hail of bullets. It begins on that 
fateful night on the New Jersey turnpike when 
Assata and her companions were pulled over 
for being Black. It then alternates between two 
stories being told: the story of the Black revolu- 
tionary resisting every effort of the reactionary 
system to tame and train and neutralize her, and 
the story of her development from the days of 
a self-hating girl who fried her hair to take the 
“blackness” out of it, to a complete and confi- 
dent woman with a healthy sense of self-love 
and identity. 

An exchange that demonstrates Assata’s 
uncompromising spirit occurs when the female 
warden at one facility called Assata by her first 
name because she calls “all of her girls” by their 
first names. Assata, in response, asked the war- 
den what her first name was; the warden insist- 
ed that “all her girls” call her by her last name. 
Assata, calmly explaining that she is not one of 
the warden’s “girls,” tells the warden that if the 
warden calls Assata by her first name, then As- 
sata, in absence of knowing the warden’s first 
name, will simply call her, “Ms. Bitch.” 

And so began the process of the warden 
calling the women respectfully by their last 
names. 

Pirated copies of Assata float throughout 
the prisons and Burning River ABC provides 
an excellent interview of Assata conducted by 
Karen Wald where Assata now lives in Cuba, 
granted political asylum after getting freed from 
a federal facility by members of the Weather 
Underground. Assata remains a symbol of re- 
sistance to John Walsh’s police state, living tes- 
timonial that the pigs can’t get us all. 

Blood in My Eye 

Burning River ABC and South Chicago 
ABC Zine Distro 

They got George Jackson. Sentenced to 
one year to life for a robbery he likely didn’t com- 
mit, the forces of control still could not contain 
Jackson, even in a prison cell, so they shot him 
dead on the prison yard. More than 35 years af- 
ter his assassination, George Jackson’s works 
are more relevant than ever and are still avail- 
able from Burning River ABC and South Chica- 
go ABC Zine Distro. Soledad Brother, a collec- 
tion of letters between himself and his brother 


Jonathan (who was killed by police in a guerrilla 
raid on a courthouse to free prisoners) shows 
Jackson’s early political development and his 
tactical understanding of the racist and oppres- 
sive situation in America. Remembering the 
Real Dragon: An Interview, conducted in part by 
Ward Churchill, gives a glimpse into Jackson’s 
agile mind. Political Thoughts of George Jack- 
son collects excerpts from all of the other works 
but provides no additional, original material. 

But, by far, the most important work, left 
unpublished at the time of his assassination, is 
Blood in Mv Eve (2 volumes). 

The first volume details strategy and tac- 
tics for modern, urban guerrilla warfare and 
instructs on the theory of it: the precept that 
subjective conditions for revolution do not have 
to ripen, but that guerrilla warfare creates the 
conditions: “Where the conditions for revolution 
are not present, they must be manufactured.” 
And the method for that manufacturing of condi- 
tions he spelled out succinctly: 

“My pledge is to arms. My enemies are institu- 
tions and any men with vested interest in them, 
even if that interest is only a wage. If revolution 
means civil war — I accept, and the sooner be- 
gun, the sooner done.” 

Jackson’s contribution to the theory of guerrilla 
strategy and tactics belongs on the same shelf 
with the works of Mao Ze Dong, Vietnamese 
General Vo Nguyen Giap, and the Cuban Revo- 
lution’s Ernesto “Che” Guevara. 

The second volume of Blood in Mv Eve 
represents Jackson’s historical outline of Amer- 
ica’s truly fascist reality. His reasoned and pen- 
etrating analysis exposes the true identity and 
character of fascism inherent in the American 
political system. Despite his seeming accep- 
tance of the Black Panther Party’s democratic 
centralism, his critique and rejection of govern- 
ment could compete with the most militant An- 
archist: “The ultimate expression of law is not 
order — it’s prison.” 

More than 35 years after they murdered 
George Jackson, it still is. 

Burning River ABC/ P.O. Box 602543/ Cleve- 
land, Ohio 44102 
burningriver@inbox.com 

Rising Sun Press/ P.O. Box 4362/ Allentown, PA 
18105 

South Chicago ABC Zine Distro/ P.O. Box 721/ 
Homewood, IL 60430 
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Eric D. Smith Aka Danachi 

Listen: fixing your credit isn’t a complicated 
or expensive process. No matter who you are, 
you can do it. It may take a few tries, but it an be 
done. Not always, but 90% of the time, it can be 
done. I know because I’ve fixed my credit my- 
self, and I did it while I was in prison! Having 
good credit should be important to any person 
living in this corrupt, capitalist country. 

Federal Law — The Fair Credit Reporting Act 
(FCRA) is the key to opening the door to better 
credit. Knowing the law explains a lot of things 
dealing with credit and your rights. Its this knowl- 
edge that I’m about to share with you that many 
people pay others for in order to fix their credit or 
make their credit report look better. With only a 
few postage stamps and a little bit of your time 
writing or typing, is all that it will cost you in order 
to make things better. So let’s do it! 

According to the FCRA, you have the right 
to receive a free copy of your credit report for any 
of the three following reasons: 

1 . You believe you are a victim of fraud. 

2. You are seeking employment within the 
next 90 days and/or 

3. This is your first time within the year that 
you have requested a free copy. 

The best one of these reasons to use is the 
first one. So the first thing that has to be done is 
to contact each of the three credit reporting bu- 
reaus. Their mailing addresses are as follows: 
Experian/ PO Box 9701/ Allen, TX 75013 
Equifax Information Service LLC/ PO Box 
10551 8/ Atlanta, GA 30348 
TransUnion/ PO Box 2000/ Chester, PA 19022 

Write each of these credit bureaus a letter, 
and tell them you would like a free copy of your 
credit report because you believe you are a vic- 
tim of fraud. You have to write to each of them 
because they are all separate agencies reporting 
your credit to various lenders. When you write 
them, you will give them your personal informa- 
tion. You will state your full name, social security 
number, birth date, current address, your previ- 
ous address, and the name of a current employer 
if you have one. You will also have to send them 
a photocopy of your ID or Driver’s License. If 
you’re in prison, they will require a notarized let- 
ter, with a prison letterhead on the paper, signed 
by a prison official who can verify your identity. 

Once the credit reporting bureaus receive 
your information, they will look up your file or 
they’ll create one based on the information you 
give them. From there, they will make a copy 
of your file and mail it to you, which should take 
around two to three weeks to receive. 

The black marks listed on your credit report 
will be clearly stated in the Public Records infor- 
mation which shows bankruptcy or court debts 
owed, the Adverse Account section, and the 
General or Regular Inquiries section. The Ad- 
verse Account section will list all your debts sent 
to collection or written off, and the Regular Inqui- 
ries section will list all the places that you have 
recently sought credit from. These will be the 
things that you will dispute with the credit report- 
ing bureaus, and these are the things you want 
deleted from your credit reports. 


Pursuant to the FCRA, when you dispute all 
adverse information on your credit report, or any 
adverse information for that matter, the Credit 
Reporting Bureaus are required to verify the in- 
formation, and they only have a certain amount 
of time to do it. Otherwise, they must delete any 
unverified entries. To do this, the Credit Report- 
ing Bureaus have to contact each entity reporting 
adverse information to them. A lot of times, the 
information can not be verified for various rea- 
sons. Either the records are misplaced, thrown 
out, unavailable, or that they simply don’t want to 
waste anymore time or money to verify the infor- 
mation. The end result usually leaves you with 
a clean credit report from each credit reporting 
bureau. 

The second step therefore after you have 
received your credit reports is to write a letter 
again to each Credit Reporting Bureau, dispute 
all the adverse information listed on your report 
by telling them you have no knowledge concern- 
ing the information, ask that they delete the ad- 
verse information, and to mail you an updated 
and corrected credit report. Within 120 days, 
everything should be taken care of, and you can 
see if your attempt to clean your credit worked. 
You may have to repeat this process a couple of 
times for everything to be deleted. 

If disputing the adverse information doesn’t 
work, then you have only three other options: 

1. ) Contact each of the people/companies 
you owe money to and see if you can work out 
a deal for payment if they remove the adverse 
information from your credit reports, 

2. ) Get secured loans and credit cards and 
pay them off in a timely manner and build up 
good credit, 

3. ) Wait for the years it takes for all the ad- 
verse info to be wiped off your report which can 
take anywhere from 2-10 years. This depends 
on if its a bankruptcy or not. 

These things my friends, are the only things 
you can do to try to fix your credit. Well, at least 
legally. Just read the FCRA so you know all your 
rights. You can get a copy of the FCRA by going 
online at www.ftc.gov/credit, by getting the fed- 
eral law from your local law library, or by writing 
the Consumer Response Center at Room 130-B 
/ 600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW / Washington DC 
20580. 

A lot of us get screwed over because we 
lack the know-how on how to change things for 
ourselves. A lot of people use ignorance against 
us in order to perpetuate their own existence. In 
order to exploit us. There are thousands of “self- 
help”, “how to” books out there that we can use to 
our advantage. If we would only obtain and read 
them. One such place to contact in order to get a 
free book catalog on these type of self-help, self- 
efficient books is Loompanics Unlimited/ PO Box 
1197/ Port Townsend, WA 98368. 

Knowledge is power. Knowledge is free- 
dom. I hope I’ve helped you all in some way. 

Eric Smith #112675 
Indiana State Penn 
PO Box 41 

Michigan City, IN 46361 
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Thanks to generous donations by the 
publisher and other supportive individuals, Pro- 
fane Existence Magazine is once again being 
offered free to prisoners. To keep this program 
running, we desperately need 
additional funding as we generally receive 
hundreds of requests per issue. When 
renewing your own subscription, please 
consider sending an additional $10 donation, 
which is enough to sponsor a indigent prisoner 
subscription for an entire year. 

ATTENTION PRISONERS: 

If you would like to receive Profane Existence 
Magazine you will have to send us a letter 
stating so. Right now we are only promising to 
send the next available issue so long as funds 
are available for postage. We hope to estab- 
lish a permanent prisoner mailing list through 
fund-raising, sponsorships and benefits. If you 
like what you read and want to be added to the 
permanent list please let us know. Getting on 
the list will be subject to our available finances 
and we can not guarantee all that write will be 
added to the subscription list. Until we notify 
you otherwise, you will have to send us a letter 
or post card telling us you wish to receive the 
next issue. Please considering sending us a few 
stamps when writing. Also remember to let us 
know if you have been transferred to a differ- 
ent facility, reassigned to a different bunk / unit, 
or have been released. Prisons generally do 
not forward mail and we have to pay a fee for 
address corrections. For obvious cost reasons, 
free prisoner copies will not include the compact 
disc that normally comes with this magazine. 

Send all requests for magazines to: 

Profane Existence Magazine 
ATTN: Prisoner Program 
PO Box 18051 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 

Please get in touch if your ABC or Books to 
Prisoners program would like to receive bulk 
copies of Profane Existence Magazine. You 
can also write: pe@profaneexistence.com 
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America’s Prison System: The Cries We Never Hear 


Abigail D. 

Burning River Anarchist Black Cross 
burningriver@inbox.com 

The United States of America likes to make itself 
seem like a pristine virgin. A place of justice and 
equality, where everyone is represented fairly in 
a court of law. The prison system is presented 
to the public as effective, a deterrent to crime, a 
place where people are treated well and taken 
care of. A more careful look into this picture will 
reveal the false reality of this illusion. Her virgin’s 
clothes are stained with the blood of falsehood, 
violence, and oppression: the prison system be- 
ing a vital arm of America’s capitalistic exploita- 
tion of its people. 

The prison system is a place where the 
poor, uneducated, and disenfranchised end up 
while the rich and those with friends in high plac- 
es stay out of its clutches. 

There are innocent people in prison. There is 
torture and sexual abuse going on in prisons. 
Prisons are geared to destroy the human spirit 
rather than to reform. Instead of turning people 
into stable, capable individuals, it breaks down 
the human mind and drives people to insanity. 
The recidivism rate is very high in most regions 
because prisons on the whole do not help pris- 
oners deal with their issues or teach them how 
to cope in society. It does not prepare them for a 
life on the outside where they can make enough 
money to support themselves and their families. 
Our society makes that virtually impossible be- 
cause of the stigma attached to being in prison 
and not enough programs in place to assist for- 
mer prisoners’ integration back into daily life. 

The problems within the prison system are 
not isolated. They reflect larger problems in so- 
ciety and lack of quality education for the poor. 
The system we live in today is designed to keep 
people in ignorance and poverty. It cannot thrive 
unless there are people at the bottom who are 
kept there. They are the ones who are targeted 
for crime. They are the ones who are villainized, 
and consequently, many behave themselves as 
villains. People who are desperate, who can’t 
make ends meet, choose other means of mak- 
ing money to get by or they express their anger 
and frustrations in violent ways, causing great 
damage and pain. 

People from all classes and races are com- 
mitting crimes right now. The nice looking guy 
standing next to you at the grocery store might 
be invovled in a high class child pornography 
ring; or the guy you bought your new car from at 
the Toyota dealership might be one of the main 
distributers of powder cocaine for the neighbor- 
hood; or your supervisor at work possibly has 
been secretely stealing tens of thousands of dol- 
lars from the company. In many instances, peo- 
ple like this are not hotly pursued. If they do get 
caught, their sentence tends to be light such as 
inhouse arrest or probation, depending largely 
on their social position. But the poor folks in the 
next neighborhood over, are selling miniscule 
amounts of crack cocaine, getting busted, and 



serving three to five year sentences, or longer. 

Prison opperations and prisoner treatment 
varies from state to state, depending upon the 
type of facility, security level, who is in charge, 
and community support. Some facilities do a 
pretty good job at trying to offer educational pro- 
grams, job opportunities, religious services, and 
prepare people to return to civilian life. But many 
are severly lacking in one or more areas such 
as: education, fair treatment, adequate health 
care, respect for property, and respect for pris- 
oner rights. Men and women all over this coun- 
try are languishing in isolated units, are punished 
arbitrarily, have privileges taken away, suffer re- 
taliation for reporting misconduct committed by 
a prison guard, have nothing to read, and have 
little to no work. Their lives are not esteemed to 
be worth much to those who are their caretakers. 
Consequently, they are at their mercy and many 
times, this mercy turns into cruelty. 

Society has been negatively affected by 
the prison system in many ways. It tears apart 
families, it leaves children without fathers and 
mothers, it creates holes in communities, it 
breeds more crime, and places a huge finan- 
cial burden upon tax payers and loved ones. It 
costs the state an average of $25,000 annually 
to keep one person in prison for a year. Prison- 
ers’ hands are tied from the ability to take care of 
themselves and buy their own necessities. Even 
if they have a job, the pay is so low, the money 
earned cannot reasonably allow them to fully 
support themselves. Women whose partners 
are locked up have to work twice as hard to sup- 
port their children as well as their incarcerated 
partner. 

The current system is not teaching men and 
women to be responsible, productive adults. It is 
not teaching them basic respect for life or culti- 
vating a positive outlook within them-neither is it 
preparing them for life on the outside. The sys- 
tem has fallen short in every way yet it continues 
to grow. The prison industrial complex, which 
includes all the companies that service prisons 
and jails, is one of the fastest growing industries 
in the country. There are big profits to be made 
in building prisons, supplying prisons with the 
basics such as food and toiletries, and off the 
prisoners themselves. MCI and other compa- 
nies such as Keefe foods have a monopoly on 
the services they provide to prisons across the 
country, making billions of dollars annually off of 
the misery of the unfortunate. 

Yet, the system continues. Tougher laws 
are instituted as the criminalization of society 


moves towards the extreme. As more laws are 
passed making all manner of behavior illegal, 
prisons and jails across the country are swell- 
ing to beyond capacity. Billions of dollars goes 
into the upkeep of prisons every year yet many 
times, the prisoners themselves do not reap the 
benefits. Money for educational and transitional 
programs is scarce. The quality of food, living 
quarters, and prisoner provisions are all at a low 
standard. To deny human beings basic neces- 
sities for living is cruel punishment. A person 
will not be reformed when they are treated like 
a subhuman. Quite the contrary: when and if 
they are released, they will go back and do what 
they’ve always known, perhaps this time with 
more of a vengeance than before. 

The prison system has failed the men and 
women who have come under its power. It has 
failed society. It is continuing on a never-ending 
cycle of dragging people off the streets, throw- 
ing them behind bars, building more prisons, 
and going out to the streets again to fill those 
prisons. This racist system that spits on justice 
and equality is not just confined to the poor and 
minorities. As it continues to grow, its tentacles 
are reaching out, grabbing as many people as 
it can to lock up and throw down. Unless this 
system is stopped, you or I could be next. It 
doesn’t take much for a prosecutor to fabricate 
a story, get the judge to go along with it, bribe 
some criminals who are facing heavy sentences 
to lie on the witness stand, and all the sudden 
you are behind bars for 20 years for a crime you 
did not commit. It happens all the time. DNA test- 
ing proves it. 

It is up to us to stop the prison industrial 
complex that is like a runaway train. Something 
needs to happen for if things continue as they 
are, more innocent people will wind up behind 
bars and society will continue to deteriorate as 
“lock-up” becomes the answer to all our prob- 
lems. What are the alternatives? That debate is 
wide open. Surely, we can come up with some- 
thing more humane, where crime is dealt with 
holistically, and where offenders are shown love 
and compassion and taught basic principles of 
decency and respect and where the victim is not 
forgotten. 

There was a day when people believed the 
institution of slavery would be around forever 
and now it is no more. I am looking for the day 
when the prison system will be no more. It will 
not go down without a struggle. Who is with 
us? 
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dw a point of no return 
e all hope is gone for a future 

unless we find a cure 

greed, hatred, war: 

Human Disease 

we’re all here together 
until the last call 

» time to save our putrid future 
j? and create peace for all 

greed, hatred, war: 

Human Disease 

Contact: bombed.out@hotmail.com 

BROKEN - At the Border 

It’s midnight, we’re at the border 
We just want to cross your line 
We want to drink with our friends, 
ng. All the punks in Montreal 

We’re spending money in your country 
On cigarettes and alcohol 
LET US IN!! LET US IN!! 

BROKEN WANTS TO PLAY MONTREAL!! 
No one has done any prison time 
And we don’t have any drugs at all 
If you’re looking for the shit, 

The shit is right here 
What’s with all your suspicion? 

We don’t have guns, just guitars 
LET US IN!! LET US IN!! 

BROKEN WANTS TO PLAY MONTREAL!! 


THE COOTERS - Society Sets a Stereotype 

From the Punk Metal CD 

All our lives we’re told to act big 
Go for sports, compete for glory 
Drink, fight, never question 
Pledge allegiance to the flag 

Society sets the stereotype 
For both how men and women should act 
Sports for boys and looks for girls 
And no one ever thinks about it. 

www.thecooters.com 

myspace.com/thecooters 

DISGUSTING LIES - Sumiene Tego Swiata (This 
World’s Conscience) 

The almighty guard of peace and morality 
Is the only one who knows what is best 
He judges and punishes, forces and forbids 
He introduces peace and quiet by force and 
violence 

Only his verdicts are the final truth 
He introduces wars and repression - nothing 
can stop him 

He frees and relieves the oppressed nations 
He gives freedoms to dictators’ countries 
And creats puppet governments 
He fights against terrorism in the name of all 
others. 

Who is not with him, he is against. 

One country - the world’s conscience. 


MAN THE CONVEYORS - Discarded 

Discarded 
Wasting away 

Lost in a system 
Anonymous and forgotten 
My monied hour unliveable 
Labaryinth of the wage slave 

The commodified human 
Renter consumer worker 
Regulated to destructive obedience 
There is no way out in this system 

I want something more 

A future, freedom more 

Escape from within 

Take down the walls and the structure 

MIDDLE CLASS TRASH - Stand for Something 

Can’t you see we’re all just casualties in a war 

between Coke and Pepsi 

Where thirst is nothing, Image is everything, 

You don’t believe me just look at what you’re 
wearing 

I 

You stand for nothing, you’ll fall for anything. 
You’re a human billboard, you’ll fall for anything. 

Can’t you see there’s no reality, it’s all a big 
marketing scheme 

Life and death are nothing, Money is everything, 
You don’t believe me, look around you. 


1 — — — — — — — 

Don’t be their billboard, Stand for something. 
Don’t be their billboard, Stand for something. 

. myspace.com/middleclasstrash 

MURDER DISCO X - Torture Incorporated 

I From the album Ground Zero: Stutgartt 

Stolen from a foreign land 
I Detained in concentration camps 
' Lock ‘em up oin Guantanamo Bay 
Teach them about democracy 

Torture! Torture! Torture incorporated! 

I Private companies run Abu Graibh 
Where young GIs are running wild 

I Lock ‘em up oin Guantanamo Bay 
Teach them about democracy 

Torture! Torture! Torture incorporated! 

I www.murderdisco.de 

■ PARASYTIC - Animal Sacrifice 

A savage practice of civilized minds 
| For enlightenment of the blind 
I Is the natural order to submit to our own deistic 
side? 

I No! 

Anamorphic profits drive torturous disdain 
I For imprisoned creatures lives 
1 Echoing crys through halls of anguish 


DIS(10)PUTES - La Brigade du Poulets 

moe quand j’ai faim pis qu’ya rien a manger 
faut que j’commande du poulet 
c’plus fort que moe, j’peux pas resister 
faut que j’commande du poulet 

le frigidaire est vide, pis I’epicerie est loin 
faut que j’commande du poulet 
mes flos pis ma femmes me crient apres 
qu’y’ont faim 

faut que j’commande du poulet 

c’pour une livraison 
vous avez mon adresse 
vite envoyez-moi 
la brigade du poulet! 

y m’reste une demi-heure a m’impatienter 

faut que j’commande du poulet 

quand ca sonne a porte, moe j’viens dans mes 

culottes 

faut que j’commande du poulet 
arrrgh 

www.dis-putes.com 

HEVN - All the Same 

What gives me the fucking right to judge you? 
What gives you the fucking right to judge me? 

Can’t you see we’re all the same 
Can’t you see we’re all the same 
Can’t you see we’re all the same 

Nothing is black or white 


Don’t resonate in mankind 
We scrounge the soil of purgatory 
Will we find chaos or peace? 

This worlds a tomb, a crematory 
All empathy is deceased 
No! 

Out dated rituals of a barbaric past 
Scientific ceremony 

Monkeys in make up and rabbits smoke ciga- 
rettes 

But where are the cures to decease 

Absolute arrogance of humanity 

You can’t wash the blood from the vivisectors 

hands 

Why don’t you hear them, the screams of the 
beasts 

Calling from darkness to you 

Are we so different when you compare 

That we can inflict this abuse 

Absolute arrogance of humanity 

You can’t wash the blood from the vivisectors 

hands 

Animals bleed on their knees 
Suffering for humanity’s selfish needs 
You’ve got to see to believe the deceit 
There is no need 

Civilizations built on the bones of the subjugated 
There’s no excuse 
A life is a life not to abuse 
There is no use 
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Pfizer and Merck 

For oss finns ingen stjarna, och ingen himmel 

1 

Black Metal Beach Party! 


Johnson and Johnson 

bla 

| It’s nice to know that Odin put the sun and surf 


Proctor and Gamble 

Och blodets roda rosor, de vaxa dar vi ga 

■ in reach! 


Scum of the earth 

Och dodens angest flamtar i tunga skogars sus 

Black Metal Beach Party! 


Impelled by greed 

”vart manskor ga, och varfor, kan aldrig redas 

I Even though you’re chainmail’s rusting you say 


Not nobility 

ut" 

“Fuck it, Life’s a Beach!" 


This is no choice 




Robbing others of their life 

1 sena tiders skymning 

1 Black Metal Beach Party! 


They pay the price 

Vi hitta icke mer 

Hoping that your sandcastle will please the Dark 


It’s animal sacrifice 

Var mordarblick stirrar 

Lord! 



Mot jorden ner 

Black Metal Beach Party! 

t 

All we now have 


Will you still get into Valhalla riding on a boogie 

y 

We've stolen to gain 

1 morkret fods de, dodar de 

. board? 

h 

Our earths been raped of everything we could 

Och dodas dar till slut 

| Black Metal Beach Party! 


take 

Det star skrivet klibbigt rott 

You imagined that the worst part would be burn- 

$ 

A taste of puke 

Pa alia vagars grus 

■ ing in the sun, 


Comes to my throat 


| Black Metal Beach Party! 


At the ideas we use our intellect to promote 

www.myspace.com/personkrets 

But the terror comes from swimming, when your 


We bow our heads 


1 makeup starts to run! 


Domestic and tamed 

POPULATION REDUCTION - Black Metal Beach 



We can’t feel anything anymore 

Party 

PROTESTANT - Obituary 


Not even their pain 

Taken from “Each Birth a New Disaster" LP/CD 




on Tankcrimes Records (www.tankcrimes com) 

» All the shades of living 


PERSONKRETS 3.1 - Krigssang 


All the slices of life 


Taken from "Ruiner" 7” EP on Halvfabrikat 

It’s been a tough week in the evil forest, 

1 Are disposed of outright 


Records (HALVEP029) 

All you did was practice playing keyboards, trig- 

' Cause its give up or shut up 



gered drums and vocal screech. 

Losings the same 


Nu storm kring svarta dalar, de bleka loven stro 

But now the weekend's come, it’s time for surf 

1 Another byline. 


1 sjallost sjalamorker, vi doda och vi do 

and sun and fun, 

1 Aother dot on the page. 


Och spilla vara vanners blod pa vara kullars 

put on your knee high buckled boots and hit the 



grus 

beach! 

A suicide in sections 


Vi doda vara vanners barn och branna andras 


A deathwish repeats 


hus 

Black Metal Beach Party! 

Waiting for dreams to die 



Swimming in the ocean, face paint, leather and 



1 sena tiders skymning 

all! 

All the aches and pains 


Vi hitta icke mer 

Black Metal Beach Party! 

Irritation and disdain 


Var mordarblick stirrar 

It’s hard to wear spiked gauntlets when you’re 

Absorbed as rote and routine 


Mot jorden ner 

playing volleyball! 

Cause its take it or leave 


myspace: www.myspace.corn/ragingfugitives 

Into the depths with no respect. 

Foedt til aa vaere lydig robot 


email: ragingfugitives@gmail.com 

For life not even for yourself. 

1 Oppfordret til underkastelse 



into the ground with the end of mankind. 

1 Reis deg slaa dem ned 


SKARPRETTER - Ammunition 

X2 

Reis Deg, Staa opp for deg selv. 


There you go again, fighting war with love 

and so the lies continue for four years more 

■ English Explenation: when the system works 


Thinking that will have effect on those who drop 

we’ve raped the very land that we live on 

against you it makes you feel very down and 


the bombs 

so blinded by convenience that we have forgot- 

1 depressed. You are born to lose, born to be 


You won’t change their minds, even a little bit 

ten about real fuckin life 

1 used by the system. This is a songs says stand 


And don’t you preach to me 1 don’t believe in 

just sit back and watch. ...while someone else 

up and fight, stand up for yourself. 


hippie shit 

pulls on youre strings! 





STATE OF THE UNION - Turned Off 


1 got no love for this system 

And if you think the media will keep you fuckin 



No room for love in this system 

safe. 

1 Please don’t mind me, ease your sore eyes my 


This black heart is filled with ammunition 

Need 1 remind you that its just a fuckin pay- 

friend 



check. 

. Close your sore eyes friend 


“The system won’t be swayed by reason or love 

Their only job is to entertain' your stupid 

It’s insane to think you brought, me up the same 


Good arguments will never reach the powers 

American fucking mind. 

way. 


above”* 

1 just want to know why no one fuckin cares? 

1 An now it’s time to wash your fucking face 


Penny Rimbaud said that and it rings so true 


| And in this struggle my hands are tied, 


If crass couldn't do it, why the fuck would you? 

From the Annihilation LP. 

It’s so cheap when you reach inside. 


While the state murders and Nazis roam free 

Recorded July 7th, 2007 at the Jam Room by 

| Again in the room today, 1 wish the pain away. 


Passive resistance is not for me 

Jay Matheson. 

1 And it wears me... down and out. 


1 won’t use love as a tool in the struggle 

The Skuds are Justin (bass, vocals), Chris 

I’ve been out tide, you fall back to sea 


1 got other feelings that will cause more trouble 

(drums, vocals) and Grady (guitar). 

1 And think of all the ways that you can kill me. 



www.theskuds.com 

1 You can’t ignore it, but you can’t endure the rain. 

* 

"Penny Rimbaud in “Shibboleth ". 


It's so insane to think you’ve brought me up the 



SOUND YOUR ALARM Reis Deg 

1 same way 

r 

www. ska rp rette r. co m 


• And now it’s time to wash your fucking face. 

i 

Skarpretter 

Foedt inn i ett sjukt system 


l 

Box 604 

Annpasset til doeden 

| SUSPECTED TERRORISTS - Suspected Terrorists 

y 

DK-CPH N 

Fostret til aa aldri tenke selv 



Denmark 


. The poster on her wall says, “The President’s 



Aldri verdifull 

1 a Killer!” 


THE SKUDS - Why? 

Alltid en vare 

She’s just a little girl, but someone told on her 



Konsumert 

. Now the Secret Service is at her door 


Why do you do the thing that you claim you 

Utsugd og forbruksvare 

1 Seems she gave up her Barbies to protest the 


won’t do? 


war 

J 



Cut out and fold along dotted lines. This will fit in a standard jewel case for use with the CD that comes with this magazine. There is a tray carcrd lo 





And leavings a shame 
Another guilt trip. 
Another way to pay. 


A suicide in sections 
A deathwish repeats 
Waiting for dreams to die 


Time is hell. 

Days- keep fiving. 
Taking my world out. 


No one. 
No name. 


Recorded late January 08 at Howl Street Stu- 
dios, Milwaukee, Wi 

From the upcoming LP/CD on Halo of Flies 
Records / Rust and Machine records / Rimbaud 
Records. 


Protestant 
c/o Cory von Bohlen 
430 E. Lloyd St. 
Milwaukee, Wi 53212 
usa 


protestant_will_murder_you@yahoo.com 

myspace.com/protestantmilwaukee 


THE RAGING FUGITIVES - We Don’t Need You 


You don't need med and we don’t need you 
You’ve gone too far, but cant go any further 
You don’t need med and we don’t need you 
I will always stay out of order 
You don’t need med and we don’t need you 


You won’t believe it until it happens to you 
You’ll just ignore it until it happens to you 
Just you wait until it happens to you 


XBRAINIAX - Yamazaki 


Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow we’re fucked 
Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow we’re fucked 


riots on the daily news 
its feel good tv 
lets everyone know 
who’s the enemy 

car magnets promise to never forget 
but we’ve already forgotten about 
samuel elements 

war prayer is more than stupid punk cliche 


Standing in line he just wants a coffee 
Seems he was reading on-line about al-Zarqawi 
A copy of the story stuffed under his arm 
Now the FBI’s got him, thought he was makin’ 
a bomb 


CONTACT: 

mail@victimsinblood.com 

www.victims.com 

myspace.com/victims 


You won't believe it until it happens to you 
You’ll just ignore it until it happens to you 
Just you wait until it happens to you 


VICTIMS OF CORRUPTION - Headless Human 
Herd 


Our contact info is this: 


Born into all this shit, at a young age forced to 
submit 

Living a life of lies, corrupted by your own greed 


XBRAINIAX 
c/o Zach Howard 
PO Box 2 
Bloomfield Hills, Ml 
48303-0002, USA 


If you think that’s bad how ‘bout that guy in 
London 

Shot eight times because he was Brazillian 
He was goin’ to work to be an electrician 
Was it a case of mistaken identity or was it 
racism? 


Headless human herd, disillusioned and week 
Looking for someone to guide you, protect you 
from yourself 


xbrainiax@gmail.com 


You won’t believe it until it happens to you 
Don’t ignore it until it happens to you 
Just you wait until it happens to you 


Headless human herd 


Always following orders, believing everything 
that you’ve been fed 

No life of your own, when you’re the pawn of 
others 


in. I music/lyrics: Suspected Terrorists (2007) 


VICTIMS - We re Fucked 

[taken from the album “killer” released by Com- 
bat Rock Industry] 


Headless human heard 


Headless human herd, disillusioned and week 
Looking for someone to guide you, protect you 
from yourself 


We are the ones who are doomed to be fucked 
We are the ones who they assume to be fucked 


We re fucked 


We are the ones who know that we’re fucked 
We are the ones who deserve to be fucked 


carcrd located on page 61 . 




AFTER THE BOMBS - War Monger 

BALLAST - Fuse 

This world is like a wick on a fu$e about to blow 

Taken from the Relentless Onslaught LP (The 


1 And nobody knows how much longer we have 

Total End and Vex Records) 

It’s never too late so don’t give up on the world 
just yet 

■ anymore 

Black riders of death searching across the land 

Look for hope & inspiration 

myspace.com/ballast_montreal 

Spilling the blood of the innocents 

Find the strength to keep going 


Destroying everyone who dares stand 

Please oh please feed me your cliches 

. BLACKOUT - Secrets 

With a cruel and merciless vengeance 

Or 1 can’t make it through another day 



But looking at your face just seems to make 

Shadows dancing in your mind 

War monger 

me sick 

1 Possessed by an enemy that you can’t find 

Thirst for power 


| What do you know? What have you been told? 


My life is like the wick on a fuse about to blow 

What do you believe that isn’t so? 

This world domination you can’t stop no more 

And no one knows who they really are anymore 


Surrounded by dead corpses of war 


1 There’s something going on 


And all the lonely-hearts hiding behind every- 

And everybody knows 

The armed years has begun 

thing 

The less we understand it 

War will go on and on 

looking up or anywhere trying to find an answer 

1 The more our interest grows 


please, please please feed me more cliches 

We believe the question deserves an answer 

CONTACT: 

Or 1 can’t make it through another day 

1 But it’s a secret 

After the Bombs 

But looking at your face just seems to make 


PO Box 80, Station C 

me sick 

It starts to tax upon your soul 

Montreal, QC 


1 How to smoke the enemy out of their holes. 

HEL4J7 

This world is like a wick on a fuse about to blow 

1 However they are, whatever they’ve been doing. 

Canada 

And nobody knows how much longer we have 
anymore 

Whatever they want... 1 want to know. 

ATOMGEVITTER - Banned in GC 

So don’t feed me cheap remedies 

www.myspace.com/blackoutmpls 

From the split CD with FILTHPACT 

cheap lies 


You don’t mean what you say 

| BOMBED OUT - Human Disease 

So it seems that we’re banned in Glasgow 

It’s part of the game you want me 


You can’t stop us don’t even try 

And the rest of the world to play 

. Ever since the dawn of man 

Because we Atomgevitter will never die 

Don’t feed me your cliches 

| our world has gone to shit 

No matter how hard we try 

So what if we’ve been banned in Glasgow 

Or you won’t live to see another day 

1 we cannot stop it 

You got your views 1 got mine 

And looking at your face has always made me 

Can’t see the world through each other’s eyes 

sick 

greed, hatred, war: 

F.A.S.T. — never die! 

My life is like the wick on a fuse about to blow 

| Human Disease 

myspace.com/atomgevitter 

And no one knows who they really are anymore 

our world has been brought to 

No one is wrong, no one is right 

omp 

IN DEFENSE - Making Mock Duck a Threat Again 

Why do we need to fight? 

Los lavados de nuestros cerebros, 



nos hacen ser cada dia mas ciegos 

Get Mock 

What gives you the fucking right to judge me? 


Get Mock 

What gives me the fucking right to judge you? 

Manejan nuestras vidas a su antojo, 

Get Mock 

Can’t you see we’re all the same 

como si fueramos marionetas movidas por hilos 

Get Some Mock Duck! 

Can’t you see we’re all the same 

Besamos la mano del terror sin ningun tipo de 

It tastes freakin’ awsome 

Can’t you see we’re all the same 

prejuicio. 

It’s not really duck 

Nothing is black or white 

IMPERIAL LEATHER - The Power of Blame 

1 Get Mock 

No one is wrong, no one is right 


Get Mock 

Why do we need to fight? 

Imagined authority 

I Get Mock 


On screen illumination 

1 Get Some Mock Duck! 

Can’t you see we’re all the same 

Behind the curtains 


All this hatred just plays into the systems game 

The silhouettes run the show 

j It tastes freakin’ awsome 


Master of puppets 

1 It’s not really duck 

Can’t you see we’re all the same 

Director of photography 


All this hatred just plays into the systems gain 

The new elected dummy 

The face of liability 

I Get Some Mock Duck! 

HIP COPS - Responsibility? 


IN DEFENCE IS: 


(Just want to get) 

1 Ben Crew - Throat 

Quick to point out problems 

Power 

1 Loopy - Guitar 

Without a fucking answer 

Blame 

Tom Tom - More Guitar 

“Don’t vote, support the system” 


1 Paul - Bass 

This is what you fucking say 

Choreographed and danced to death 

■ Will - Drums 

“Don’t vote, support the system” 

Directed document of truth 


This is what you fucking say 

You cast your vote 

1 Get in touch: 

Birth control, is worth it to me 

With every dollar that you spend 

www.myspace.com/indefence 

Social inequity 

Master of puppets 

f 


Director of photography 

| KILL THE EGO - 1 Scooter Libby 

HOLOCAUST IN YOUR HEAD - Ciegos 

The new elected dummy 


Los poderosos duermen tranquilos en sus 

The face of liability 

. Contact: 

palacios de muerte. 

No temen ninguna reaccion, 

no habra ninguna revuelta que pueda quitarles 

su trono. 

Power of blame 

1 www.myspace.com/killtheego 

j 



/ began research for this article because I wanted to get to the bottom of what fat was all about and if it was really as bad as its made out to 
be. I wanted to know, as a female, why some of us have more body fat than others and to validate myself for not fitting into a size 0 even 
though I eat healthy and exercise regularly. It was also bothering me that the way I look I wasn’t happy about. Me, who has always been 
a nonconformist free thinker, how could I let societies’ dictates throw me offguard? The more I researched and talked to people the more I 
realized how ingrained in us these body images are. Some people are immune to it and I wish I was one of them (I’m working on it), but most of 
us are affected in one way or another-and it doesn’t get easier as we age. 


What is it about fat that seems so disgusting? 
We, in this culture, want to destroy fat like we 
want to destroy germs and bacteria. Armed with 
bleach, rubber gloves, and an apron, cleaners 
go after the worst offenders ridding the world of 
those nasty little germs (and releasing plenty of 
toxins). So too doctors go into areas they deem 
the worst offenders and suck the stuff right out of 
the body. Diet pills supposedly wither it away, or 
certain exercises promise to give us the perfect 
body, the body with no fat whatsoever. Fat has 
been banished to Siberia, has been sentenced to 
life in prison, without parole. Fat is the enemy that 
we must rid ourselves of at any cost. And people 
are taking up the call to arms. Women spend 
billions of dollars on diets and diet pills; women 
and men are getting more and more cosmetic 
and fat reducing surgeries, women’s and men’s 
magazines sell like crazy promoting the perfect 
ideal. Unfortunately, in this war, the casualties 
far outnumber the victors. Those who don’t die 
in the process, get up and keep fighting and will 
probably fight until their last breath. That is how 
intense this war is. And just like the war in Iraq, 
people who get caught up in the frenzy against fat 
have been lied to and are fighting a losing battle. 
Many will find after the smoke clears, that they are 
worse then when they started. 

For the past four decades, the West has been 
bombarded by the image of the perfect woman. 
The slender, hour-glass figure with no bulges 
anywhere. Her skin is perfect, her hair is soft and 
silky, her teeth are white, her nails are clean, her 
breasts are big, and she’s smiling down on us all, 
knowing that for the time being, she is the queen. 
Her image has done a considerable amount of 
psychological damage to the human race-well, 
at least to those of us who live in the world of 
pavement and plastic. It has been ingrained in the 
minds of those of us living in the western world 
that this is what every woman should look like. The 
5% or so of women who fit this body type get the 
red carpet rolled out in front of them wherever they 
go while those of us who “fall short” don’t make it 
into her glamour world. So, 90% strive to be this 
body, to be this woman even though for most of 
us, its just not genetically possible without starving 
ourselves. The diet, fashion, pharmaceutical, and 
fitness industries look on with big smiles on their 
faces as our obsession with the perfect woman is 
lining their pockets with billions. 

Women are more affected by this image but 
men have, in the not so distant past, also been 
confronted with the new perfect male body that 
is popping up all over the place. Females surpass 
males when it comes to body dissatisfaction and 
the desire to change our bodies, but men are also 


experiencing self-consciousness about what they 
look like and depression because they do not fit 
the image of the perfect man that has begun to 
rear its head. Whereas women have always had 
to contend with Barbie, men are having to come to 
grips with the Ken doll and Gl Joe who, as they 
age, have grown more muscular and buff. The 
perfect man found in the movies, TV ads, fitness 
magazines, and playgirl have broad muscular 
upper bodies, a small waist, and muscular abs. 
This is the new look for men, one which average 
men now have to contend with on a daily basis 
as well. Instead of diet pills, many men who are 
obsessed with the look abuse steroids and over- 
exercise. They don’t care as much about how 
much they weigh as how big their muscles are. 
Men have become the new target audience for 
plastic surgeons and have collectively pumped out 
millions to shape and reshape themselves. 

When slim became in, so did eating disorders 
and an obsession with dieting. Ask what most 
people in America are unhappy about, 75% of 
them would say their bodies. The perfect body 
images we see in the media have become our 
greatest enemies, our domestic terrorists. Women 
want to be thin and have big breasts, men want 
to be thin and have big muscles. Girls as young 
as 9-10 years old are going on diets. Mothers 
criticize their daughters for being “fat”, husbands 
criticize their wives and vice versa, fat children in 
school get bullied and usually are shunned from 
the popular crowd, fat women are locked out of 
higher paying jobs and promotions, tall, thin men 
get paid more than short fatter men, and fat people 
tend to have a harder time finding life partners. 
We as a society seem to be obsessed with the 
perfect body image, even though for many of us, 
we have to squeeze our naturally larger bodies 
into its template, punishing our bodies rather than 
celebrating them. Is there hope to escape the 
mesmerizing gaze of the perfect body? 

Although men’s bodies are being found 
in the public eye as a sexual object more than 
in the past, a woman’s body has been in the 
spotlight for centuries upon centuries and has 
been up for critique, criticism, embellishment, and 
praise. A woman’s body has always served as a 
source of inspiration in art and culture--The muse 
for artists and musicians and those stumbling 
through life. Throughout history, women’s bodies 
have been depicted in art-sculptures, paintings, 
photographs, and engravings. The woman in 
history, in her lush, fair, rotund, curvaceous, 
voluptuous body found her way into hundreds of 
thousands of works of art through all cultures of 
the world. A large, curvaceous, figure was praised 
for centuries. It was a symbol of health, strength, 


vitality, and pleasure. Hers was the ideal body, and 
this body encompassed so many of the women of 
the day because the depictions were of women of 
all shapes and sizes. Goddess statues and figures 
have always been round and plump, symbolizing 
fertility, symbolizing woman in her fullness, in her 
power. A full figured woman who is happy and 
healthy, and strong is a powerful force in the world. 
She is not a leaf who will blow over with the wind, 
she is an unyielding tree with roots that go deep 
into the ground. 

During the pioneer days in America, large- 
bodied women were favored. Diets consisted of 
mashed potatoes with lots of cream. Eating was 
in. It was a necessity. Women needed to be husky 
and strong to endure the homestead life, the labor, 
the elements, and bearing lots of children. In the 
1880’s, the most popular singer and stage actress 
of the day was Lillian Russell. For two decades 
she held the public captive with her talented acting 
and beautiful voice. She was considered one of 
the most beautiful women in America. Women 
from every walk of life desired to look like the full 
figured Russell who \n modern times would be 
a size 14-16, easy. Our realistic body timeline 
ends with Betty Grable and Marilyn Monroe, 
glamour models of the mid century whose body 
sizes were definitely within reach of most women. 
Betty Grable was the most famous pin-up during 
World War II, and little needs to be said about 
Marilyn Monroe who ruled the 50’s as the queen 
of them all. Both women were well endowed with 
beautiful bodies-bodies which by today’s modeling 
standards would be rejected for not being thin 
enough. 

Many argue the beginning of the end came 
in the late 60’s when Twiggy exploded on the 
American scene. A 16 year old from England, her 
body was described as that of a “starvation victim 
with an angelic face.” She brought the matchstick 
slim, androgynous, mini-skirt look which took 
hold and spread among women like wildfire. She 
quickly became an icon and her look has been the 
norm in the modeling world ever since. Twiggy was 
a naturally small person in those days (though 40 
years later, she now has a fuller figure). However, 
her look and the look of today is not natural for most 
women. Typically, fashion models weigh 23% less 
than the average woman. Aspiring models have 
a 5% chance at developing the body of a catwalk 
model and a 1% chance of being a supermodel. 
These statistics speak for themselves. 

Fat. Ugh. The roly poly stuff that all the 
magazines and diet ads are telling us that we 
shouldn’t have any of. “Burning belly fat” is 
a common line in fitness magazines and just 
about every photo of male and female models 


FAT- 
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we see seem to possess none of it. But is fat 
really the culprit it is portrayed to be? Is having 
more fat than what is considered “normal” truly a 
health risk? Research in the last few years has 
produced evidence to debunk the myth that fat is 
unhealthy. The body needs fat. A certain amount 
of body fat is good and healthy. Fat tissues contain 
triglicerides and lipids (types of fat) that play a role 
in liver regulation, hormonal balance, and energy 
storage. Fat cells transport the fat soluble vitamins 
A,D,E and K. Fat tissues protect nerve cells as 
well as our vital internal organs, providing cushion 
and warmth. Women need to possess a certain 
amount of body fat in order for our menstrual 
cycles to work properly and for us to become 
pregnant. Many athletic women such as runners, 
ballerinas, and swimmers do not menstruate. This 
might seem to be a blessing, but in this state, the 
body is not in its optimal health. 

It has also been shown that an “overweight” 
person may be more healthy and fit than their 
“skinnier” counterparts. I’m sure we all know at 
least one or two thin people who never break a 
sweat and eat junk food all day long who maintain 
their figure day in and day out. Not fair? That’s 
when we really have to examine ourselves and 
realize, its not about the external appearance, its 


same amount of activity level but they have more 
weight on their frame. Diets can also increase fat 
cells. When the body is not getting the calories it 
needs to maintain, it thinks its starving and goes 
into starvation mode. Part of that mode means 
producing more fat cells for when the person starts 
to eat again. That way, the next time the person 
starves, there will be more substance to draw from 
to sustain the body. Some people blame diets for 
the increase of obesity around the world. There 
is a healthy, ideal weight that is unique to each 
body in order for it to function properly. People 
who engage in eating disorders and starvation 
diets to reach the society ideal may lose weight, 
but they’re harming their health and pay dearly for 
it, some with their lives. 

There is an unfair stigma that overweight 
people bear due to the human tendency to judge 
according to the appearance. Having a few extra 
pounds is associated with being lazy, overeating, 
and never exercising. Yet, this couldn’t be farther 
from the truth. People on vegan diets, who 
exercise regularly, and who watch what they eat 
are overweight. People who are couch potato- 
junk-food-addicts are skinny as rails. Why are 
fat people the butt of jokes? Because they are 
looked down upon due to their so-called behavior 


thinking about what I’m gonna eat. I got better 
things to do than to worry about all that. If you set 
chocolate in front of me, I’ll enjoy it. Maybe I’ll feed 
bad about it because society makes me feel bad 
about being over weight. I just want to enjoy food 
and enjoy life." 

The Fashion industry has been the force 
behind the look for decades. Young girls and 
women stream in to become the next big face 
on the cover of Vogue or Sports Illustrated. In 
this cruel world of fashion, it is a daily struggle 
for models to maintain their bodies, their one 
asset that keeps them in. The standard size of a 
fashion model is a 34 inch bust, 24 inch waist, and 
34 inch hips. Not quite Barbie’s proportions but 
close (Barbie scaled to human size has a 15 inch 
waist). 

Models are a rare breed of women who have 
very little body fat and who are deemed beautiful 
by the fashion industry. They come in all hair colors 
and eye colors, and skin colors, but one thing is the 
same: the look. Watching a runway show in New 
York, woman after woman passes by: tall, bony, 
their pelvises sticking out through their skin, and 
the size zero clothing is baggy on them. In fashion 
magazines, it is much of the same. We see young 
girls and women with some sort of scowling look 


There is an unfair stigma that overweight people bear due to the human tendency to judge 
according to the appearance. Having a few extra pounds is associated with being lazy, 
overeating, and never exercising. Yet, this couldn’t be farther from the truth. People on 
vegan diets, who exercise regularly, and who watch what they eat are overweight. 


about what’s going on inside the body. Eating 
healthy and exercising on a regular basis can have 
such positive effects on the body such as lowered 
cholesterol, lower risk of diseases like diabetes 
and artheriosclerosis, and a more positive outlook 
on life. These and other health related goals 
should be the main driving factor behind striving 
to be fit rather than the ideal body. I have met far 
too many women who start out on a plan to lose 
weight by eating healthier and exercising, only to 
become discouraged after a number of weeks 
because they don’t see an external difference, so 
they quit. This is the failure of the fitness industry. 
Too much emphasis is placed on the fit, toned, 
slender body, rather than living a healthy lifestyle 
and being happy with who you are. 

In other news, the medical field is being 
forced to rethink its doctrine on “the obese” due 
to the hard and fast numbers. Overweight people 
can be and are fit and healthy. Obesity is not the 
cause of all other health problems a person may 
have and the standard form of treatment should 
not be “loose 50 lbs. and come back to see me 
in six months.” Fat hangs out on the body for a 
number of reasons. For women, we were naturally 
made with more fat cells than men (that is one 
reason women have a harder time losing weight). 
Fat is genetic. All of us were born with a certain 
amount of fat cells, some with more, some with 
less. Granted, those fat cells can increase or 
decrease in size, but they will never go away. 
That is why some “overweight” people may even 
eat less than their slimmer peers and have the 


disorders. They are not as good as the skinny 
“chosen” ones. I interviewed a woman named Kelly 
who is a part of the local Ohio chapter of NAAFA 
(The National Association of the Advancement 
of Fat Acceptance). She told me what life is like 
being a woman of many curves. One of the most 
disturbing things she told me is how when she 
goes to the grocery store, total strangers make 
verbal comments to her about what she is putting 
in her shopping cart. She is not a chronic overeater 
but she does admit to being an emotional eater 
(aren’t most of us?). She has been on diets since 
she was 7 years old (she is now in her 40’s) and 
according to her, they didn’t do one bit of good. 
She used to eat diet Jello sandwiches for lunch 
(courtesy of her mother). She attributes her weight 
to genetics and a thyroid problem. “My sister and 
I, we could eat the same things, do the same 
things, I’d be fat and she’d be thin. She could eat 
two hamburgers and I would eat one, she would 
stay thin and I would get fat. I take some credit 
for the size, I make some bad choices in my life 
but everybody does." Society has put a heavy 
burden on the heads of overweight people and 
has condemned them to a diet of lettuce and 3 
hour daily workouts. If they live a normal life, they 
are made to feel guilty. I asked Kelly if she felt like 
food was her enemy. She replied, “Food is a good 
thing. You need it to live. Its not an enemy. You 
just have to make the right choices.. Its a battle. 
I don’t consider food a significant problem in my 
life. I have far more problems to worry about then 
the food I am eating. I don’t see spending 24/7 


on their faces that is supposed to be “sexy” but 
to me is saying, “feed me, I’m miserable”. This 
is beauty? Unless you are among the few who 
were born very thin, most women have to live an 
unnatural lifestyle to maintain the look. Living off 
lettuce, diet pills, narcotics, and over-exercising are 
the standard for many of these women and their 
starvation is evident. Is there perhaps something 
unnatural about the “ideal” woman’s body staring 
us in the face wherever we go? Not only is their 
lifestyle unnatural, but many of the pictures are 
unnatural too. Airbrushing is a common trick in the 
fashion industry. A little breast enlargement, a little 
sculpting, a little smoothing over baggy eyes and 
voila! We have created her! Sort of like Smurfette, 
the creation of the Wicked Gargamel. 

In recent years, a number of professional 
models have died because of anorexia. Ana 
Carolina, a 21 year old model from Brazil, denied 
her body the food it needed for years to maintain 
her money-making figure. She starved herself to 
death when her body went into multiple organ 
failure. There was nothing they could do to save 
her. Her death prompted the government of Spain 
to pass a law regulating the fashion industry 
and demanding that the models get a physical 
examination to make sure they are an acceptable 
weight for their height and that they are in good 
health. Milan and New York brushed off Spain’s 
move with the non-chalant attitude of, “eh, this is 
what is in demand.” 

Good thing for us, beauty is being 
reconsidered in the public eye. Women who 
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fit the look are not the only employees in the 
modeling world. Larger women are taking the 
fashion industry by storm. They call themselves 
plus size models, models who fit clothes size 12 
and up. They are larger, curvier, fuller women 
who represent a significant part of society that is 
marginalized and discriminated against on a daily 
basis. Even though the plus size model industry 
has grown in leaps and bounds in the past ten 
years, the images of these beauties have not hit 
the grocery store check-out lanes. . . .yet. When plus 
size models nuzzled their way into the scene, the 
fashion world became a little better place. One of 
the first notable plus size models to make it big was 
a woman named Sophie Dahl, the granddaughter 
of famed author Roald Dalh. Praised for her 
beauty both in face and body, she got her shot 
before the camera and got the attention of Vogue 
magazine and other high class venues. Her look 
was new. She was soft, voluptuous, and sexy. Her 
body spoke health and life, not emaciation. Thus 
became the attraction of plus size models. Now, 
big women are no longer shut out of the modeling 
industry. You don’t have to be a size negative 0 to 
be a fashion model. More and more, the fashion 
industry is making use of women of larger sizes, 
showing the world that sexy does not mean ultra 
slim. The sexiness these women portray are in 
full figured bodies, the type of bodies that used 
to be celebrated throughout history. The fashion 
industry is also finally realizing that the market 
for plus size clothing is huge and very few have 
capitalized on it. Most women of larger size had 
few choices in clothing until a number of large 
retailers opened stores that catered specifically to 
plus sizes. Women of larger frames are strutting 
their stuff to the world and not letting themselves 
crawl away into a closet and die because they do 
not fit the look. Indeed, they are creating their own 
look. 

There are a number of plus size models 
who were once straight models at the cost of their 
health. One of the more well known straight size 
models turned plus is Chrystal Renn. Chrystal 
was scouted when she was 1 5 in a small town of 
Mississippi. She was told she would make a great 
model but that she had to loose 50 lbs. Her normal 
body size was not able to go down so small, so 
she realized she had to do something more drastic 
in order to attain the look. So, she began a diet 
consisting mainly of cooked vegetables once a day 
and a rigorous workout schedule. She got down 
to a tiny size and was accepted to a professional 
modeling agency in New York. After about a year 
of torturing herself and always worrying about 
being “too fat” she hit a breaking point, went back 
home, began to eat again, and unwind from the 
frenzy of the NYC fashion world. She gained 
about 70 lbs and was at a healthy weight for her 
height. Her body filled out and she started turning 
heads. She landed a contract with a plus size 
modeling agency and got to work. Her story and 
her photos got a lot of attention. She was the first 
plus size model to walk the runway in Paris for the 
famed Jean Paul Gaultier. 

Another straight turned plus model is Carre 
Otis whose fame includes the cover of sports 
illustrated and Calvin Klein ads. She had eating 
disorder tendencies even before she became a 
model but once she entered that world around 
the age of 1 6, her anorexia got out of control and 


continued that way for over 15 years. Once fully 
grown at 5’ 10”, she sometimes weighed as little 
as lOOIbs. Her career as a supermodel ended 
when, at 34 she began having seizures and it was 
discovered she had a weak heart. It was full of 
holes from years of starvation and powerful diet 
drugs. She has been able to overcome her eating 
disorder, gain weight, and now is a very successful 
plus size model and an advocate for raising 
awareness for eating disorders. This is Carre in 
her own words: “We have to educate people that 
the images they see are airbrushed and doctored. 
If you could see a before and after photo, you’d 
be amazed. Most of us don’t look that way. We 
come in many different shapes and sizes, and we 
need to support each other and our differences. 
Our beauty is in our differences.” Other famed 
straight size models with eating disorders who 
later became plus size models and advocates for 
healthy body image are Christine Alt, sister to the 
famed supermodel Carol Alt, and Kate Dillon who 
at one point was dubbed the next Cindy Crawford. 
Beauty is being reconsidered. Maybe bigger is 
okay too. 

Its interesting to note that extreme pre- 
occupation with body image is a Western 
phenomenon. Where there is no Hollywood, no 
fashion industry, no diet industry, no pharmaceutical 
industry, and not too many mirrors, there are 
usually no symptoms of hatred of the body. In a 
study comparing Australian college students with 
Pakistani college students, the researchers found 
that, even in a Muslim culture where a woman’s 
body is de-emphasized, in places affected by 
globalization and the infection of the American 
media and culture, body dissatisfaction increases. 
Eve Ensler, a famous feminist who wrote the play, 
“The Vagina Monologue”, also wrote a one act play 
called “The Good Body”. To research this play, she 
traveled the world to find out how women in all 
ages, cultures, and economic classes felt about 
their bodies. She found that women in Africa, 
especially those who lived in rural areas, had no 
clue what body dissatisfaction was about. Their 
body to them was good because it was strong and 
helped them to do what they needed to do. Women 
in other countries who were not modernized 
had similar views of their bodies. Studies have 
also shown that African American women don’t 
suffer the same hysteria about their bodies as 
Caucasian women. Granted, some do, but on the 
whole, there is a culture of more acceptance of a 
larger body size in African American women. It is 
not necessarily seen as a “bad” thing. 

So in the end, what is the solution? Kill 
your television? Don’t leave home without your 
blindfold? Hold a cross up to every perfect body 
image you see to ward off the Antichrist? Move to 
a desert island? (I like that last idea). This machine 
of unrealistic body perfection continues to grow 
because people are fueling it. The perfect body is 
a product- and Americans like to consume. It is 
we the people who perpetuate the gross injustice 
of the perfect body, it is we who fall prey to its 
trap over and over again. And, as with all social 
ills, the power always lies with the people. What 
would happen if people stopped buying diet pills? 
If people quit buying all the fashion magazines 
and muscle fitness magazines? If people ceased 
to buy diet ice-cream, diet soda, and diet gum? If 
the masses rose up against the fashion industry 


and said “we are sick and tired of you showing us 
all these people who are half starved and scowling 
at us!” If people stopped oohing and aahing over 
Brittany Spears and Paris Hilton and rather focused 
on women and men of true talent and courage. 
What would happen? The perfect body image 
would come crashing down because there would 
be no more gold and silver holding it up. Instead 
of toppling Sadaam Hussein’s statue in the center 
of Baghdad, I would much rather see a collective 
war waged against the perfect body image and all 
of us bum rushing its idols everywhere, flattening 
them to pieces and putting our own selves in their 
place. And when that happens, we can truly claim 
victory. 
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To those of you who spend time visiting PE on the 
internet, please forgive me if parts of this column 
seem redundant. A good portion of my column 
is an update on what the near future plans are 
for PE and is quite similar to the announcements 
made on our web sites and message board. 
There are still quite a large number of our read- 
ers who do not have the time, resources, or de- 
sire to be plugged into the internet. For this very 
reason Profane Existence magazine will continue 
to be published in print form and not succumb to 
the web-only trend. In fact Profane Existence will 
continue to be a printed magazine as far into the 
future as I can imagine. This magazine is a real- 
world document of the international anarcho / DIY 
punk movement, and therefore deserves a tan- 
gible physical form. I’m not the only person who 
feels this way, as is evident by the fact that sub- 
scription numbers are up and so are ad sales. 

Please also keep in mind that I am cur- 
rently the only full-time staff member employed 
by Profane Existence. While there are dozens of 
contributors and volunteers, keeping this all to- 
gether is my responsibility alone. After nearly 20 
years of writing in the first person plural (“we”), it 
is very strange to be writing about Profane Exis- 
tence in the first person singular (“I”). Eventually 
I hope that PE will be back to a larger staff, but 
for the time being I am at the helm alone and 
should acknowledge that fact in my writing. 

Profane Existence Records Update 

After taking January and February off to catch up 
and reorganize various things, I am now kicking 
the record label back into high gear. The sched- 
ule below outlines my rather ambitious new re- 
lease program for PE Records for the next six 
months. All of these projects are currently in 
production and on schedule, but release dates 
may change if unforeseen problems arise (and 
it’s inevitable something will!). This schedule will 
be further updated as additional new titles en- 
ter the production stages. There are more great 
new releases in the works, but it is too early to 
announce release dates for some of them. More 
information about each release will be posted 
on PE’s main web site and of course will be an- 
nounced in my future columns. 

2008 Release Schedule 

March: 

BLACKOUT Stop the Clock CD* 

Like their previous album the vinyl edition will be 
released by Aborted Society Records. 

STATE OF THE UNION To the Bitter End CD** 
You should have received this one for free if you 
had an active subscription to PE magazine on 
March 10th, 2008. Similar discography CD’s will 
be sent to active PE magazine subscribers with 
all remaining 2008 issues. 
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April: 

IMPERIAL LEATHER Do You Know Where 
Your Children Are? CD* & LP| 

Short, fast, and not so sweet. New album with a 
lightly darker IMPERIAL LEATHER. 

HUMAN ERROR Life Sentence LP 
This long overdue album will be released at long 
last. This should have been released almost two 
years ago, but was delayed by PE chronic finan- 
cial problems in 2006-2007. 

RESIST complete discography double CD 
Exactly what it says! Classic PE punk from “back 
in the day” Sorry, this one won’t be included in 
the CDs of PE subscription series due to higher 
costs 

May: 

MASSMORD / SHADES OF GREY split LP 

Awesome Swedish crust. A split release with 
Blindead Productions, Contraszt! Records, Na- 
kkeskudd Plater, and Vex Records. PE was 
originally only going to be involved with the CD 
version, but I agreed to take part in the co-op re- 
lease when another label was forced to drop out 
of the project. 

WARTORN new full length (title TBA) CD* & 
LPt 

Split release with Crimes Against Humanity and 
Deskontento Records (Spain) 

FAGGOT new full length (title TBA) CD/DVD* 
& LP/DVDf 

If you don’t know who FAGGOT are then you 
are in for a big shock! The band has put a lot of 
work into this one, and it will certainly make some 
waves when it’s out. Both vinyl and CD versions 
will come with a bonus DVD of this band’s insane 
live antics! 

June: 

MASSMORD / SHADES OF GRAY split CD* 
MAKILADORAS Niemandsiand LPt 

A final post-mortem LP recorded last year and 
in fact is ready to go now. Unfortunately it won’t 
be released for several more months as active 
bands get priority in the release schedule. 
DISGUSTING LIES Discography CD** 
Anarcho-crust band from Poland. This CD con- 
tains their 10” and split LP tracks. Will be sent 
free with Profane Existence #57 to those with ac- 
tive subscriptions by the release date. 
WOLFBRIGADE new CD/LP 
This one is confirmed just as we go to press. Also 
US tour, probably June 2008 as well. More de- 
tails through the usual channels! 

July: 

GARMONBOZIA final 12” LPf 

Contains the last unreleased recordings. Power- 
ful Minneapolis crust with a haunting cello-driven 
sound and defiant female vocals. This blows 
away their last LP and will serve as a brilliant final 
testament to this incredible band. 
GARMONBOZIA Discography CD* 

Exactly what it says. 

THE COOTERS / HAPPY BASTARDS split 7” 

A new split release to coincide with their upcom- 
ing West Coast tour. 

August: 

APPALACHIAN TERROR UNIT full length CD* 


September: 

MOUTH SEWN SHUT new LP/CD 

A split release with Rodent Popsicle Records 

A lot of the releases have symbols after them. 
Here is what they mean: * Will be sent to those 
signed up for “CDs of PE club” at the time of re- 
lease. ** Will be sent FREE with subscription 
copies of that month’s PE Magazine, t Means an 
exclusive version will be made as a part of PE’s 
Vinyl Retentive series. There will also be regular 
“no frills” versions for the proletariat. 

A “CDs of PE” Subscription Offer 

In order to take advantage of bulk rate postage 
discounts I have started a “CD of the month” type 
service for new Profane Existence CD releases. 
To make this work PE is offering advanced sub- 
scription sales for our future CD releases. These 
will average one or more per month for 2008 and 
into the foreseeable future. Because of the bulk 
rate discounts PE can offer these at significantly 
lower prices than single mailorder copies or any 
retail store. The subscriptions always start with 
the next available release, so if you wait to sign 
up you may miss out on the early releases. These 
are full packaged CDs with jewel cases. The first 
CD (BLACKOUT’S new full length) will have prob- 
ably already shipped by the time you read this, 
but there will be at least one new release in the 
series each month thereafter. Prices for a twelve 
disc subscription are as follows: USA: $60 CAN- 
ADA / MEXICO: $72.00 WORLD-WIDE: $84. I 
have heard from the Post Office that rates are 
scheduled to go up again in May. It is possible 
that prices could go up if bulk mail postage rates 
are dramatically increased. 

Vinyl Retentive Series 

The subscription series of limited edition Pro- 
fane Existence Records will continue in 2008 
and wrap-up Series One with the new IMPERIAL 
LEATHER and WARTORN albums this Spring. 
Series Two will begin immediately after with tons 
more crazy colored vinyl, alternative packaging 
and unique “goodies” to follow. Current sub- 
scribers may sign up for the second series now 
and retain their numerical standing (or advance 
if people drop out). New subscribers will not be 
able to purchase Series Two until Series One is 
sold out (there are 41 spots available as of this 
writing). Again note that postage rates are sched- 
uled to go up again in May, and prices may rise 
for those who subscribe after the new rates are 
announced. 

Featured Label Distribution 

I have broken Profane Existence’s previously 
enforced “trade only” policy for stocking our dis- 
tro. In fact I will be doing very little trading with 
overseas labels since international postage rates 
nearly tripled in 2007 (and presumably will rise 
again in a few months). The value of the US dollar 
is also at an all-time low which means purchasing 
overseas titles outright is prohibitively expensive. 
Therefore my current plan is to work more closely 
with selected under-distributed domestic labels, 
and keep their entire catalog in stock at all times. 
The labels I am currently working closely with 








are Aborted Society, Despotic, Rodent Popsicle, 
Inimical, and Vex Records. These labels are re- 
leasing quality bands from the US, and domestic 
presses of international releases. The plan is to 
keep good quality punk available at prices we can 
all afford. The changeover of the distribution is an 
evolving process and will be completed over the 
next several months. More featured labels will be 
added to that roster at future dates and I will still 
distribute releases from other labels on a per- 
titled basis. 

I have also spent a great deal of effort to 
upgrade our online ordering system for both 
mailorder and wholesale to make it easier for in- 
dividuals, distros, and even stores to get our stuff. 
While the magazine is not moving to cyberspace 
anytime soon, the distro has completely migrated 
there. The web store system is almost complete- 
ly automated and can even process traditional 
money order-in-the mail type orders alongside 
secure, real-time credit card and Paypal orders. 
With the latest web store upgrades now in place 
I no longer plan to produce a printed catalog for 
Profane Existence. I have also separated PE’s 
web store from our regular web site for security 
reasons. The new online home for PE Distro is 
www.riseofcrust.net (or www.riseofcrust.com). 

Digital Distribution: 

As 2008 progresses I will begin the process 
of offering PE’s back catalog as digital down- 
loads. For many out-of-print releases the digital 
downloads format will be the only permanently 
available format PE will offer. CD and vinyl ver- 
sions of many new PE releases will now be made 
in strictly limited quantities and most will never be 
repressed. If you would like to own vinyl and CD 
versions of PE’s titles then I’d recommend you 
buy them as they are released. Special programs 
like the CDs of PE subscription series are de- 
signed to help people stay up to date on our new 
releases. 

For much of the last year I have been ex- 
perimenting with different ideas of how to best 
deliver our music digitally. For a while I was 
strongly considering charging a one-time fee for 
unlimited access to our entire back catalog. Then 
it dawned on me that I could not come up with 
a fair way of calculating each band’s royalties. 
There were other obvious flaws to the “all you 
can eat” approach and it was quickly scrapped. 
Another approach was to go with a sliding scale 
system where people would pay what they 
wanted. But then again I have heard too many 
lame excuses and ridiculous justifications from 
fellow punks why they expect or even demand 
free handouts. I do not want to enable more of 
that kind of misguided behavior. I don’t want to 
limit our distribution only sliding scale download 
web sites. Instead PE Records is going to go the 
traditional pay-per-album (or song) download ap- 
proach. Starting this Spring, many PE titles will 
be available through DIY punk download sites 
such as the new one set up by Nick from Crimes 
Against Humanity Records (check out www.cah- 
downloads.com) and eventually through our own 
site as well. Some of our titles will be available 
through the bigger corporate services like iTunes, 
but I would strongly recommend purchasing from 
DIY punk sites because the prices are lower (es- 
pecially if you buy on a song-by-song basis) and 


less money is skimmed by the corporate bas- 
tards. 

Barcodes and Other Bullshit 

“What does this mean for the underground? Will 
PE still truly be anarchist or will it go the way of 
Chumbawamba? Do we want our scene to be- 
come commodified like the rest of punk rock? Is 
this the beginning of the end for DIY?” — actual 
quote from the PE’s message board regarding 
our distribution changes. 

We’re now into our second issue of Profane 
Existence with a barcode, and so the devil has 
yet to whisk me off to Hell. Nor have I seen any of 
the riches that I was promised by all the people 
who claimed PE was selling out. God damn it! 

For the one-time $350 expense of obtain- 
ing our UPC code, PE has been picked up by 
two new national periodical distributors. So far 
we haven’t been picked up by any chain stores, 
and have been told that Barnes and Noble re- 
cently rejected us because our “quality was too 
low.” Boo hoo! On the other hand, thanks to the 
barcode, PE is now stocked by several dozen 
more independent bookshops and newstands 
that have never carried us before. We’re still just 
beginning to be filtered through the nation-wide 
periodicals distribution system, and I expect our 
circulation to grow. This is really important in the 
fact that PE has lost so many of our old distribu- 
tion channels over the last few years. Many of 
these have gone out of business, stopped sell- 
ing magazines, or our trade relationships have 
become impossible due to increased postage 
costs. 

It’s a fact that PE’s actual paid circulation 
has been declining dramatically since the middle 
90’s (let’s not count the seven free issues for ob- 
vious reasons). To say that demand waning com- 
pletely contradicts the fact that PE has 2-3 times 
more direct subscriptions now verses any time in 
our entire publishing history. What has changed 
is we have less than half the distributors and di- 
rect sales to retail stores as we used to. Trying 
to get some of that back, and thus keeping PE 
alive, required the barcode. I’m happy to report 
this has been worth it so far in that this issue is 
the first major increase in our paid circulation in 
quite some time. Even if we get more than half 
of them returned to us, it’s still a step in the right 
direction as far as I’m concerned. As for Barnes 
and Nobles, Borders, and all the rest, I will not 
turn them down should they decide to stock PE 
now that we’re a “legit” publication. On the other 
hand I will not change the content, style, politics, 
or “quality” of Profane Existence in order to make 
us more “marketable” than we already are. 

Likewise, in the very near future barcodes 
may start appearing on some Profane Existence 
Records Releases, particularly CD’s. This by no 
means is a sign that Profane Existence is “sell- 
ing out”, but more of a recognition that we have 
reached the limits of how far and wide we can 
distribute our releases strictly through the DIY 
underground. There are certain bands we work 
with that have the potential to make an impact on 
a larger audience. For example BEHIND ENEMY 
LINES have sold something like 6000 copies of 
their latest album just within the DIY underground 
community. Most would agree this is one of the 



better and most accessible political / anrcho punk 
/ metal bands going. I’m the last person who 
wants to put down Profane Existence, but I do 
think this is a band that could do better on a label 
with bigger distribution reach. 

On the other hand what if Profane Existence 
was able to partner with a bigger indy distributor in 
addition to our traditional DIY underground part- 
nerships? This sort of arrangement is something 
I am currently working on so that PE will have 
access to bigger distribution should the situation 
arise. There are certain bands in our movement 
that have the potential to “break out” like NAU- 
SEA in 1991 or BLACK FLAG or DEAD KEN- 
NEDYS did before them. What our movement 
is lacking is a means for these bands to reach 
bigger audiences without having to sell out to a 
corporate label to do so. Obviously this wouldn’t 
work for every band we release, because they 
are not all going to have the same accessibility 
or broad appeal. I am working on making this an 
option so that “bigger” bands will not feel like they 
need to move on to a different label, but stay on 
a label that can grow as they grow. 

This will of course require some compro- 
mising of our ideals, and some of our stuff po- 
tentially being distributed by companies or sold 
in stores I may not normally shop in myself. I’m 
also willing to have the barcode on my CD just 
as I am OK with having it on PE Records. This is 
the kind of compromise I can live with if it means 
presenting a better option for bands other than 
jumping labels, or putting them into an even more 
compromising situation. Profane Existence is still 
and always will remain a DIY punk entity. I do 
however refuse to stay trapped within the some- 
times unrealistic realms and expectations of the 
puritanical DIY community. I’m tired of limited po- 
tential and selling ourselves short for the sake of 
100% adherence to impossibly high ideals. 

Of course there are still going to be people 
screaming “sell out” as evidenced by the quote 
starting this section. I completely expect it and will 
have to take it with a grain of salt. Not as many 
people have had 20+ years in the DIY under- 
ground to think this through. I have, quite literally, 
authored the definitive guide to DIY punk econom- 
ics in the pages of this magazine. My views on 
the subject have grown less idealistic and more 
pragmatic as time goes on. If you don’t like them, 
then go out and start your own damn project! 

...for tomorrow we may die! 

Cheers to all the well wishes I have received since 
the last issues was published. On the actual night 
the last issue went to press I ended up back in the 
hospital for cardioversion from another incident of 
atrial fibrillation. Shortly afterwards I started treat- 
ment for my hypothyroidism, and it is slowly been 
brought under control through medication. My en- 
docrinologist gives it a 30% chance of going into 
remission, but for now I must take a thyroid block- 
ing medication. Generally the long-term treatment 
for my condition would be to permanently knock 
out all or most of my thyroid function using a dose 
of radioactive iodine. Afterward I would have to 
take thyroid replacement medicine for the rest of 
my life. This is most likely something I’m going to 
be dealing with for the rest of my life. 

Since my thyroid treatment has begun my 
heart rate has remained normal, for the most part, 
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and there have been no more emergency room 
trips. I will also have to take additional medicine 
to regulate my heart rate, stay away from caffeine, 
and avoid stress. This means I can’t commit quite 
as much time and energy into PE as I have in the 
past, at least until my health as a chance to recov- 
er. I’m concentrating only on PE’s core activities 
(magazine, record label and distro) and all other 
projects are being shelved in the meantime. You 
can see I have my hands full, and have my work 
cut out for me during the next several months. 

Until the next issue, thanks for your support! 



. MEL HUGHES . 


Welcome comrades, I hope life is treating you all 
fairly, and you are living a happy and enjoyable 
existence. I’m back again and somehow I didn’t 
contribute a column for the last issue. Old age 
plays funny tricks on you now and again. So with 
my battery pack in full working order, once again I 
pen my words of wisdom (ahem, cough, cough). 

Being the old married father that I am, 
gigs are something that takes a back seat while 
my attention is lavished on my loved ones. 
However recently I was able to go to two gigs in 
the same week! I surprised the hell out of Phil, 
Connor and Cormac (local gig organisers for 
those who don’t know). Mid-week gigs usually 
don’t have the best turnouts, and this one was 
no exception. A Thursday night with four bands 
and cost £6. A bargain if you ask me. I arrive at 7 
pm, too early as usual, because the gig doesn’t 
start until 9 pm. I sit around and chat with my 
friends. I miss doing things like this, and these 
guys are the salt of the earth. I’ve known them a 
few years, but really only see them at gigs. They 
had made some lovely vegan food for the bands, 
and there was some left over so I got a bowl of 
that too. Yummy. After that I drove Cormac to 
another venue to pick up some gear. CROWD 
CONTROL, from Dublin opened. I had heard 
good things about them and was happy to finally 
see them. Wow, total INFEST worship, they were 
amazing and it’s even better that they are from 
this “emerald isle”. They have a gnarly CD demo 
out, and it rips. As part of a three band package 
tour, BLACKLISTED, SHIPWRECK and SOUL 
CONTROL played after them. These bands are 
well known and I definitely thought there would 
have been more people. The venue was small so 
it looked full. These bands play modern hardcore 
with a metal edge. They sound better live than 
they do on vinyl. SOUL CONTROL particularly 
excited me. I was sure some fights were going 
to break out during the evening. On one side you 
have the local metal heads with short hair, and 
are drunk and full of bravado. They are into the 
“Madball” type bands. Then on the other side are 


the Dublin crew, who came with the band, and 
knew all songs from each band and danced for 
all their worth. I enjoyed watching them dance 
nearly as much as I enjoyed watching the bands. 
Of course with hard music people get knocked 
into each other, and it happened to me a couple of 
times. I just stood back a little bit and let the guys 
have their fun. The metal heads were not having 
any of this, and every time they got banged into 
it would bruise their egos. Ha ha. They would 
drink more, and I could just imagine them beating 
their chests doing Tarzan calls. The Dublin guys 
outwitted them with better dancing and a better 
attitude. I’m not sure how it didn’t turn ugly, but 
thankfully it didn’t. After buying some stuff and 
saying goodbye to the guys, I was on my way 
home. Fortunately I had the next day off of work. 

Two days later I was at the ‘Nuclear Winter 
Fest’ that is held the last weekend of January, 
and has been running for a couple of years. 
Unfortunately I couldn’t make it to the Friday gig 
because CONSTANT FEAR was playing. With the 
kids out of the way, sister-in-law kindly took them 
off our hands, the missus was able to come along 
with me. Although she won’t actually put on punk, 
she enjoys going to gigs with me. She likes the 
atmosphere and thinks they are less judgemental 
and more fun compared to your average night out 
at the local pub. The cover was £5 for about 10 
bands. Today’s line up was good, a crusty d-beat 
noise fest. DIVISIONS RUIN - great dual male/ 
female vocals with a fast heavy d-beat wall of 
noise. Tight musicians who know what they are 
doing. They have a 7” out on Contrast, but I didn’t 
notice any of their merchandise being sold at the 
gig, it’s on my shopping list. CROWD CONTROL 
played another raging set. They are an amazing 
band, and I was stoked to see them twice in one 
week. PUTREFECATION is the staple “diet” of 
these types of fests, and I saw them last year. 
Every time I see them they just get tighter and 
tighter. Crush crust-core to the max, and they 
have a great demo available. They need to be 
interviewed for this magazine. TUNGUSKA, with 
members of CROWD CONTROL, have a couple 
of releases out played and played an amazing 
set of heavy crossover thrash. I’m sad to say that 
this was my first time seeing them, and lordy lord, 

I sure have been missing some amazing bands! 
They were the last band of the first half of the fest. 
There was an hour break, and we went to got 
something to eat but then went home as we had 
to pick the kids up. Unfortunately EASPA MEASA 
played in the second half, and I wished I could’ve 
seen them as they shred live. In between the 
bands we were outside chatting with people, 
making new friends and talking to old ones. Colm 
is one of the best hecklers out there, and when 
he gets drunk he doesn’t know when to stop. It’s 
a good thing is that he is a laugh. I had to tell my 
wife that he was well known and wouldn’t get a 
kicking, ha, ha. 

I love being in the same room with people 
who like to wear black clothes, like myself, and 
everyone just glowing in the ambiance. I was 
talking to a very old friend of mine, Sam, and 
he didn’t expect me to be there. He saw I was 
involved with this here mag and thought I had 
moved to America, cue much lolling from me. 
[We only fly him over the weekends -ed.] 

I have never tried to get into a gig for free, 


and I would easily pay more than what is being 
charged. I have it in my head that bands don’t get 
paid enough to play in Belfast, especially bands 
from outside our island, and I respect them so 
much for coming over here. When I go to gigs I 
try and bring as much money as I can so I can 
buy records and merch, and I always bring home 
a t-shirt for my wife too. Her family asks her what 
the band sounds like, and she just shrugs her 
shoulders. Ha, ha. At least the band got paid. 

To all touring bands, please make the effort 
to come over here. 

That’s it for now. I had planned to write a 
load of stuff that I’ve been mulling over in my 
head. You will just have to wait until the next time. 
I’m always on the look out for bands to interview 
for Profane Existence. Take care and stay away. 
Mel. 

Points of contact: 

Mel Hughes, 26 St Matthews Estate, Keady, 
County Armagh, BT60 3SF, Northern Ireland. 
www.directhitzine.blogspot.com 



I’m not a good writer but I like words. Words can 
be powerful. Words can bring a smile to your 
face, a tear to your cheek, and a pain in your 
ass, harharhahr. Seriously though, worlds of 
imagination are built with words. Landscapes, 
waterfalls, colors and smells. Songs and stories, 
history and forecasts; words are malleable. 
Words can also provide cover. I’ve been hiding 
in words for years. Cryptic adjectives and triple 
entendres serve as a way for me to say what’s 
on my mind without really putting myself out 
there. It allows me to create a comfort zone so 
that I don’t feel vulnerable. However, I’m learning 
that over time what really matters to people, and 
what actually touches the reader, is being that 
vulnerable honest writer. 

Saying exactly what’s on your mind and 
exactly how you feel can be absolutely terrifying. 
Don’t confuse that with being loud, obnoxious, 
and crass because many people hide behind 
that front and never really say anything at all. I’m 
amazed how some people can easily express 
how they feel and articulate their ideas. You 
could say they master the words. I’m not referring 
to English majors or Shakespearian playwrights 
in this description. I’m talking about your average 
buddy summing up the day’s events. 

So for the sake of trying to be a more 
honest writer, and for the desire of wanting to 
affect at least one reader, I will now make myself 
vulnerable and write some things close to my 
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heart. I am, after all, human. 

Life confuses me. People confuse me more. 

I try to be an up-beat person but it is a challenge. 

I hate how rainy days get me down, and I’m sick 
of the winter weather. I want sunshine and 75 
degree days. I want to quit my job and play in the 
sun and roll in the grass. I never thought I’d be 
working in an office at a computer all day long. 
It’s not where I want to be for the rest of my life. 
Where do I want to be for the rest of my life? I just 
don’t know. 

I am a fool. I recently fell in love with 
someone that could never give me what I want 
and need. I didn’t intend to develop feelings for 
him (can people actually control that shit?). Our 
arrangement was of the physical kind— for a while 
the non-relationship was better than some of 
the relationships I’ve had. I think my wants and 
needs changed. I think. His wants and needs 
changed, I think. I thought I could play it cool. I 
guess I couldn’t. Now I’m picking up the pieces of 
a broken heart and all I can ask myself is, “How 
could I have been so foolish? And, “What a head- 
fuck! Do I really want to put myself through that 
again???” I don’t know. I don’t think so. It sucks. 
But then part of me thinks it could be fun. I miss 
that intimate relationship you have with someone 
where you laugh and discover new things and 
just have great times together. But then that 
same person you had great times with becomes 
distant and you start to question shit and then 
you stuff yourself on pizza and watch movies 
instead of having sex. I don’t know, maybe that 
doesn’t sound like so much fun. 

I’m pretty sure I have SAD, seasonal 
whatever disorder. It’s not just the difference 
of a grumpy mood here and there. My whole 
perspective on life changes with the weather. 
For the past few days we’ve had sunshine (in 
this otherwise moldy rainforest) and it absolutely 
seems like someone flipped a switch in my head. 
I’m smiling again. I’m happy about my life. Serious 
issues that bothered me just weeks ago seem to 
have burned in the rays. What’s up with that? I 
love the sun. When it’s shining on me I close my 
eyes, face to the warming orb, and take a good, 
deep breath. There’s nothing like it and I feel this 
overwhelming gratitude towards it. On the other 
hand, places that are dark and cold really piss 
me off. Playing music, I used to practice in a dank 
basement and I hated it. H-A-T-E-D IT. Keep me 
out of the ground. 

It’s been a crazy month or two and through 
all the roller-coastering I’ve done I have learned 
how important my friends are to me. When I 
was younger, I never really had many friends I 
could call my own for any length of time. I don’t 
know if I was too shy or awkward or backwards 
or what, but I always ended up fucking up a 
good friendship. Finally I think I’ve learned how 
to be a good friend and that relationship is so 
important to me. When I’m feeling blue I know 
I can be around my friends and they’ll make me 
feel better, without even trying. Every smile they 
bring to my face means so much to me. Cheesy 
but true, yap yap. 

I don’t really dress like a “punk” anymore. 
Black clothes and band t-shirts just aren’t my 
thing. I like to wear clothes and colors that make 
me feel good. For years I pretty much forgot that 
colors other than black existed. I wish people 


didn’t judge by appearance; one quick look and 
you’re labelled, boxed, and packaged. I don’t care 
what people think of me, especially if they judge 
me by appearance. Life’s too short. I wish people 
didn’t care what others thought of them, as well. 
Some people try so hard to say the “right” things,' 
look the “right” way, listen to the “right” bands- 
-I don’t know. When a person is truly honest 
with themselves, I think that’s when they’re the 
happiest. 

Finally, thanks for reading this column. I 
really enjoy writing for PE. Maybe next time I’ll 
write something with more substance but you 
must admit, I didn’t hide behind any words this 
time around. And hey, have a kick-ass 2008 
because this is gonna be a great year. 

Later~the anti-christy 
gogoboomboomdestructo@gmail.com 



Walking away from the White House in 1 994, 1 see 
federal agents with M-16 A1 assault rifles running 
toward my friend Randy and me. I immediately 
start thinking that we should get the fuck out of 
the way of whoever they are pursuing. One of the 
agents has a bull horn and is yelling, “Hands up! 
Put your hands up now or we’ll shoot!”. 

Holy shit someone behind me is in a ton of 
trouble and is probably going to get shot! 

My head swings around and instead of 
seeing whoever the agents are about to shoot, 

I see 15 more agents with guns aimed at our 
heads. 

One of the pitfalls of having Tourettes is 
when you’re told not to do something you have 
an overwhelming impulse to do whatever it is you 
were just told not to do. I start mentally freaking 
out and think about wanting to start jumping 
around talking stupid nonsense. I was hardly 
able to control myself. This would not only piss 
the Feds off, but it would probably get us shot. 

So how did we get ourselves into this situation 
you ask? 

During one of our days off on the Default 
tour, we decided to drive to Washington, DC to 
hang out and go skateboarding. Later that night 
two separate groups of our band walked to the 
White House. One group was Randy, who ended 
up in the band REMISSION with me a year later, 
and myself. The other was the rest of the band 
and two roadies. They were about thirty feet 
ahead of Randy and me, but both groups were 
directly in front of the White House. Remember 
this was pre-9/11 , and back then you could pretty 
much drive right up to the White House’s front 
gate without much of a hassle. As Randy and 
I started to catch up with the others, we could 
hear them having a discussion about a part in 
the movie “Back to the Future” where the villains 



shoot a rocket out of a launcher from a van at 
Doc. I remember them saying how easy it might 
be for someone to do that here, because there 
appeared to be no security, and there were only 
the gates to stop people from getting in. After 
they were done talking, our friends yelled back 
at us that they were going to leave. As Randy 
and I were about to follow, Randy bent over to 
tie his shoe, and a pack of cigarettes fell out of 
his pocket. The others got further ahead of us, 
and Randy and I walked a little faster to try to 
catch up. We got about fifty feet, when suddenly 
we heard loud voices yelling. I could see people 
with rifles running in a crescent formation toward 
us. When the agents got close enough to us, the 
main guy shouted through a megaphone, “Put 
your hands above your head! Get your hands 
up now! Don’t move or we’ll shoot!”. At this point 
I was so stressed I was having a hard time not 
freaking out. My whole body was buzzing from 
trying to stop my Tourettes from acting out. It 
took all I had to just grind my teeth and turn to 
Randy to say, “We better not move or they will 
fucking kill us.” 

I expected immediately to be interrogated 
about rocket launchers and the White House. I 
would have to explain to them that my friends 
ahead of us were simply talking about a part in 
a movie, not some attack. As I’m getting ready 
to explain, one of the agents yells, “Where is the 
PCP?” Randy and I looked at each other, both 
puzzled. “Don’t look at each other! We saw it fall 
out of a pocket on our cameras! NOW WHERE 
IS IT?!?!” 

An agent started to go through the pack 
of cigarettes in Randy’s pocket as other agents 
patted me down and dug through my pockets. 
They searched us top to bottom. One of the 
agents pulled out a wrinkled up shitty looking 
envelope with a large amount of money in it from 
my pocket. I thought, “Oh great he’s going to 
think it’s drug money.” 

“What the hell is this?” He asked with a stern 
look on his face. 

“We play in a band, and we sell records and 
shirts. That is money from our tour and my own 
money that I brought.” I said. “I can show you our 
tour van, band equipment and records to validate 
my story.” I added. 

I was freaking out at this point because any 
agent could confiscate our money and keep it 
for themselves. We would have been shit out of 
luck, because our gas money was also in there. 
We would have no money to even get to the 
next show. The agent held on to the money and 
questioned us over and over about our story, as 
others were looking for the PCP that wasn’t there. 

I remember them going crazy about where we hid 
the PCP because there was none to be found. It 
also made it hard to think with having all the gun 
barrels pointed right at our heads. They tried the 
usual tactics like asking a question, then asking 
two different questions, then asking the original 
question to see if your story had changed. We 
had no story to change. We were telling the truth, 
there was no PCP, but it seemed as if they didn’t 
want to believe it. Finally, after about half an 
hour more of this Tom-foolery, one of the agents 
shoved the money back in my pocket and said 
we could leave. 

At this point I just wanted to get the hell out of 
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DC. We all went to the van, packed up and started 
to drive out of the city. As we were leaving the city, 
I turned to look out the window into an alleyway, 
and I just happened to see a rat the size of a cat 
walk by. That just seemed to add to the stressful 
experience even more. It was a total relief to hit 
the road and get the fuck out of DC. 

Until next time, Bitty 

Feel free to drop me a line at (myspace. 
com/wartomwisconsin) 

PS: WARTORN did a great tour with 
APPALACHIAN TERROR UNIT in the Midwest 
and the East Coast. If you ever get a chance 
to see them don’t miss out. All the shows were 
great. I loved that almost all the promoters made 
us food just like in Europe and the food was 
amazing. That shit helps out a ton when you are 
on tour. Thanks to everyone that helped out ATU 
and us on this tour and special thanks to Chris for 
booking the tour. 

On a funny note we met a person at a show 
that thought it was a good idea to: 

• Punch people in the pit, 

• Knock over gear while ATU played, 

• Do Hitler salutes to Sarah (singer of A.T.U.) 
and call her a Jesus freak for being from 
Huntington, West Virginia , 

• Punch our stand-in bass player, Amos, in the 
face and split open his lip (although right after 
that Amos pushed this person back on their 
butt for punching him, which I thought was 
hilarious.) 

Later on they told us that back in 1995 when 
they were in a band, noses got broken, gear got 
broken and that’s what it’s like when you “live 
among the chaos” No bullshit that’s what they said. 

I burst out laughing at how ridiculous this person 
was. The best part is they looked 22 so I guess they 
were in a band at the age of 9 or just full of shit. I 
would guess the latter of the two. So many people 
at the show were annoyed with all this nonsense. 
Everyone would be better off if people like this 
stayed home instead of showing up. 

On the same tour we played an upper 
East Coast basement show with MAN THE 
CONVEYORS. I fucking loved them. I’m always 
really picky on drumming and their drummer tore 
it up. Great guitar tone, DISRUPT style crust done 
better then DISRUPT. The two singers work well 
together. We had a great time playing together 
and will be doing a split 7” together that will be 
put out on Vex Records. If you get a chance to 
see them don’t pass it up. 

In August we will be going to the west coast 
with APPALACHIAN TERROR UNIT and in 
September we will be going back to Europe and 
touring with LOS DOLARES. 

See you on the road 
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Cooking. Food. Recipes. They are, in essence, 
a huge part of my life. Working with food over 
the years has provided me with a great amount 


of joy, and too many interesting opportunities 
and experiences to note. Recipe ideas often 
wake me up in the middle of the night, and it’s 
safe to say cooking definitely holds it’s rank in 
my waking hours as well. Food pays my rent and 
bills. It helps fuel bands to play music in random 
cities throughout the country. Food can entice, 
inspire, satiate... it can nauseate, cause allergic 
reactions. Lack of it can cause low blood sugar, 
famine, starvation. It fascinates me. It has for as 
long as I can remember. 

Cooking has provided me with a lifelong 
creative outlet and income. It comes natural to 
me. Over the years when I was vegan, it was 
even more so a journey to create and discover 
new ideas and tastes. I started writing my vegan 
recipe section in PE a few years back because I 
wanted to share my love of food, and my ideas 
for vegan recipes with the readers. I also wanted 
to get contributions and ideas, and make new 
contacts with people who were interested in 
cooking as I was. I have met some great folks 
along the way, learned some killer new recipes, 
contributed books worth of my own as I learned 
more from kitchen to kitchen and issue to issue. I 
feel like the recipe section has really begun to hit 
its stride, where I have consistent contributions 
and responses. The themes for each section 
come a bit easier each time. The feedback 
trickles in. It is a great start. 

But I want more. I see my recipe section, 
my creation, and it is taking great form! My hope 
though, in the issues to come, is that if folks have 
ideas for upcoming sections, contributions for 
recipes, constructive criticism and the like that 
they will feel free to share them with me in an 
open forum and on a regular basis. I want to 
create a dialogue, where people are consistently 
contributing, reviewing, asking for ideas and 
giving input of their own. I’ve received some 
feedback, but without a good deal of follow 
through. Some suggestions are to have more 
widely available ingredients, and to have more 
day to day cheap recipes. These are great ideas, 
and follow up responses on the PE message 
board would have helped me to integrate these 
ideas sooner. Contributions to recipe sections 
are also important. While I have a lot of ideas 
for upcoming issues, the section is more well 
rounded if it embodies the ideas of many people 
who want to access it and use it as a resource. 
In the upcoming weeks, as I settle in to Profane’s 
new printing schedule and new contributor 
deadlines, I will start to map out some upcoming 
plans that will hopefully encourage folks to get 
involved, including more advanced notice on 
themes for future sections, more organized 
deadlines listed online and in print, a possible 
online section where I can post ideas and people 
can check in and see what is in store for the 
upcoming months. 

I encourage, I NEED, feedback for this 
recipe section to be whole. I want folks to enjoy 
reading it and using it as much as I enjoy writing 
it. That means that people need to step up and 
make a concerted effort to be involved. If there 
are things you wish were different, speak up! If 
you are an expert in a certain area of food that I 
may not know about, write me! Know about raw 
cuisine? Gluten free? Are you really into food but 
not sure how to translate your non vegan recipes 


into the vegan recipes you see in print? I can do 
that too! All you have to do is write me about your 
ideas, and I will give them consideration. Please 
get in touch! I hope in the next year to see some 
interesting, wild things happen in the pages of 
Naked Maygun’s Vegan Recipes. 

A shout out, for lack of a better word, to Anthony 
Bourdain, whose writing, cooking, and travels 
have given me bolder, braver, angrier, classier 
ways of looking at and appreciating food and 
cooking. And also to the band NAKED RAYGUN, 
from which I so cleverly nicked my moniker many 
years ago. Y’all fucking rock! 
maygun@mail.com 



Nevermind the Ballots.. .Believe in Ourselves. 

" The tradition of the oppressed teaches us 
that the ' state of emergency ' in which we live 
is not the exception but the rule.” - Walter 
Benjamin, 1940 

Although it is only February, in the hope 
of generating intelligent dialogue in Profane 
Existence or the wider punk community at large 
regarding our place in American politics, I’m 
going to discuss the impending national election 
a few months early. Once again we are being 
presented with a choice that is hardly a choice at 
all: the Democratic contenders promise change, 
change, and more change, while the Republicans 
promise the same thing in the opposite direction. 
The former are pitching their message to a 
frightened, self-righteously outraged middle 
class. The American middle class (of which, I 
will admit, I am part and thus cannot help but 
share their views, to an extent) is terrified that 
the American Dream won’t hold out long enough 
for their retirement, and that their children won’t 
be able to enjoy the comfortable bourgeois 
existence they had, after they settled down from 
“changing the world” in the 1960’s. These same 
people-our parents’ generation, for most of us 
are also disgusted with the Bush regime because 
it has unflinchingly and unmistakably reigned in 
the name of naked capitalism. The buffoonery 
and cartoon super villain levels of evil-doing of 
the regime help them ignore two facts: 1) Bush 
and his cronies are merely the figureheads of 
a massive, totalistic system that will continue 
to function long after they’re gone, and 2) how 
complicit all of us, from the staunchest Barack 
Obama fan to the Christian fundamentalists, are 
in this same system. The Republicans at this 
point are going to have to go populist (in the Ron 
Paul sense) or begin a precipitous decline from 




their place at the head of the American political 
landscape. The blatant prostitution of this regime 
to the highest bidder seems to have awakened 
anger at the party even among the Christian right- 
wingers who, we are constantly told, constitute 
the GOP’s backbone (although I’m guessing that 
far more “liberal” members of the middle class 
voted for Bush and Cheney in the last election 
than they would ever want to admit, in polite 
company). The fallout from the reign of George 
the Unworthy is going to be prolonged for at 
least the next four years, because this election, 
and the term of whoever wins it, has already 
been shaped to a large extent by the ruinous, 
murderous policies of the last seven years. 

This is the situation facing those of us who 
believe in a form of politics outside the capitalist- 
parliamentary system, and the overwhelming 
emotion that I have felt for years now is disgust, 
plain and simple. I think I’m speaking for a lot of 
us (at least in the United States) when I say that 
my involvement in activism and political action 
in general peaked in the months surrounding 
the Iraq war, and then fell off in light of the 
numbing realization that what we were doing 
truly didn’t matter (at least in the short term-it is 
self-centered and short-sighted to think that the 
massively anti-war sentiments of large sectors of 
the world is irrelevant in the long-term, one can 
hope). The Bush regime has had a chilling effect 
on political involvement for people my age (I’m 
twenty-two), at least in my experience, and this 
isn’t because of the creeping police state it has 
unleashed on the country. The appalling levels of 
corruption, violence, and pure indifference to the 
fate of humanity that have been the hallmarks of 
this regime since day one, but especially since 
the Iraq War, have simply numbed many of us 
to politics; a knowing, biting cynicism is the 
tone to most political discussions I have had 
for the last five years now. Like the Mekons in 
1986, we’re all “talking of unity, broken by fate/ 
divided and lonely/too weak and too late.” Most 
of us, myself included, are on survival mode at 
this point, fleeing the hellish realities of being 
part of the American political-economic system 
via various forms of escapism (mine takes the 
form of alcohol and too much theory/not enough 
praxis, what’s yours?), and have long since given 
up on the belief that substantive change begins 
with ourselves, let alone striving for that change. 

For the Anarchists among us, as well as 
anti-authoritarians and anti-statists in general, 
the same old election-year question looms: Do 
we vote against the bigger of two evils, and do 
our pathetic part in both affirming this system and 
(trying to) defeat what we see as its progressive 
worsening, or do we break our apathetic 
resignation only long enough to sneer at electoral 
politics, and the idea that voting matters at all? 
This same question, whether we should vote, 
and more importantly, whether and in which 
ways this action matters, has faced the Left since 
its inception in the mid-nineteenth century, and 
it is the same one that divided many of us in 
2004. Too depressed and drug-addled to bother 
with a critical appraisal of the situation, and 
letting myself be won over by the passionately 
Liberal girl I was interested in at the time and her 
nebulously slightly-left-of-center friends, I myself 
voted for Kerry that year, to my everlasting regret 


(I ended election night that year by stumbling 
around my dorm room in a fit of drunken despair, 
singing “This Land is Your Land” and refusing to 
accept that we were faced with four more years 
of hell, and trying to drown out the howls of 
victory wafting out of my Republican neighbor’s 
room). After the 2004 election, I promised myself, 
that I would never vote in a national election 
again. Although as I said, the issue of voting and 
participation in parliamentary politics in general, 
has dogged the far Left since the nineteenth 
century. This particular election, as well as the 
wider issues, still bear raking over by us self- 
avowed radicals. 

It should be clear by now that a vote in this 
election is essentially an opinion poll, not on what 
direction the country is headed in, but on how the 
country deals with this direction. What the macho, 
chauvinistic foreign policy of the Bush regime has 
not been able to hide over the last seven years is 
the fact that the United States of America is on the 
wane as an economic and political powerhouse, 
and that our days as the unquestioned master 
of the world are over. Meanwhile, an attitude of 
“after us, the deluge” seems to have gripped the 
world’s rulers regarding the environment, as the 
situation worsens and the heads of state (may 
they be severed) bicker over trivialities (and the 
rest of us fetishize green consumerism as a 
panacea). The direction that the USA’s headed in 
has, of course, already been determined for us: 
by global capitalism and everything that entails, 
from the rise of China and global warming to the 
Bilderberg group. Anyone who thinks that their 
vote in this election substantively alters, in any 
way, the continuing decline of America as an 
economic, military, and political power is a fool 
(of course, for most radicals this isn’t a problem 
because many of us see this as a good thing; 
what many of us also haven’t realized yet is that 
after us comes China, and with it, authoritarian, 
police-state capitalism). The callous, narrow- 
minded policies of the last seven years cannot 
and will not be reversed by the silly rhetoric of 
change being peddled by the candidates this 
year. 

For radicals, the same old issues present 
themselves: The lesser of two evils, or intellectual 
and theoretical purity? Do we swallow our pride 
yet again and vote against, per usual, instead of 
for? Etcetera. My stance is as follows: Fuck the 
vote. To those of you who shriek that, in the act 
of voting, I have a capacity for agency that Iraqis, 
Guantanamo detainees (etc.) don’t possess, 
I say this: no one that I could possibly vote for, 
let alone who stands a chance of winning the 
election, is going to substantively change the 
situation for these people. 1 It is a trite and cliched 
maxim, but fundamentally all change is local 
and that is where all our efforts-theoretical or 
practical-should be concentrated. The electoral 
system gives us a false sense of participation in 
this system, which consequently renders the vast 
majority of Americans politically passive except 
for once every four years. Instead of voting, and 
bickering over which criminal to support, we-as 
punks, as Anarchists, as weirdos, as humans- 
should instead be thinking about what we are 
(not) doing in our neighborhoods, our schools, 
our communities, and act accordingly. 

More to the point, for some of us, perhaps 


we should be acquiring weapons and learning 
how to use them. 2 It is anyone’s guess as to what 
the next four years hold in the way of particulars, 
but generally speaking, the erosion of our civil 
liberties, already in progress, and our increasing 
subjugation to corporate control and religious 
reactionaries is just going to continue apace. 
Learning how to defend ourselves is incumbent 
upon any of us who value our continued liberty, 
trivial as it may be, and do not want to die in some 
stinking government detainment camp, or in a 
ditch in rural Idaho at the hands of homegrown 
American death squads (who will be readily 
available for any right-wing demagogue, in the 
form of militias). As Paul Simonon said years ago, 
“When they kick down your front door, how you 
gonna come? With your hands on your head, or 
on the trigger of your gun?” I am not advocating 
violent insurrection per se, here. All I am saying 
is that intelligent preparedness and educated 
self-defense should be an essential component 
of any radical’s program for action these days. 

Returning to my main point, refusing to vote 
is neither an act of nihilism (I typically hear the 
argument that if I don’t vote I must not believe 
in anything good or decent), nor of political 
quietism (my dad’s argument when I told him I 
wasn’t going to vote was that my only form of 
action is inaction). Refusing to vote and devoting 
our thought and energy to critically examining 
how we live our lives, and what’s going on in our 
communities isn’t going to change the world, and 
it probably won’t even save us from ourselves, 
considering the global warming factor. What 
it can do is two things: 1) make us realize that 
voting, when considered by itself in isolation 
from how we live when we’re not at the polls, is 
the most passive and apathetic form of political 
participation imaginable, and 2) hopefully also 
make us realize that real change begins every 
single day of our lives, with how we live or do 
not live them, and not on days set aside by the 
ruling class. We may be doomed, but (at the risk 
of sounding like a teenage pseudo-existentialist) 
we can at least choose how to deal with our 
doom. 

1 As for promises from the Democrats of an 
immediate troop evacuation from Iraq, do you 
think Iraq is bleeding now? Wait and see what 
happens when there’s an even larger power 
vacuum there. I am not taking a stance vis-a-vis 
continued American involvement in Iraq because 
to do so is to accept the terms of the debate, 
which were set by the Bush regime, and accept 
the assumption that it was justified for the U.S.A. 
to invade, but I will say this: far too many of us 
on the Left think that an immediate withdrawal is 
the quickest way to avoid continued murder and 
suffering in Iraq. I am the last person to speak 
out in favor of our damnable presence there, 
but I would be lying to myself if I thought that 
an immediate U.S. withdrawal is going to lead 
to the stabilization of Iraq, let alone a golden 
age of peace in the Middle East. Cowardly and 
chickenshit it may be to refuse to take a stand 
on Iraq, but whatever my stance, economically 
I’m still supporting the war. My dad and I had a 
discussion at the beginning of the Iraq war, and 
his response to my puerile, self-righteous desire 
to exculpate any responsibility I might have for 
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the war was apposite: He realized during the 
Vietnam War that to fully extricate himself from 
support of the war, he would have to kill himself. 
Same shit, different war, bucko. 

2 l’m aware that Felix von Havoc started a shit 
storm years ago (in PE #1 8) when he promulgated 
a similar line of “armed and vigilant” for punk 
rockers-it’s time we had the same debate again. 
As a teenager who listened to a lot of CRASS, my 
stance towards violence was typically Anarcho- 
punk: “Violence sucks man, we’re just buying into 
their system when we fight...” I am still, of course, 
opposed to violence in the punk scene when it 
can be avoided (fighting racists, homophobes, 
thugs, and so on is worlds apart from picking 
a fight for no reason), but my stance regarding 
guns and self-defense has changed considerably 
and, while I don’t share Felix’s enthusiasm in that 
old PE column for urban guerrilla warfare, I’m 
much closer to him regarding gun possession 
and knowing how to use them than to people I 
encounter who think it is better to die a martyr than 
defend themselves. Fuck that shit, martyrdom as 
it currently stands is a bourgeois liberal dream, 
and getting your head bashed in by a riot cop 
does not make you Mahatma Gandhi. 

Indeed Felix’s firearms primer was controversial 
when it was first published. To this day it remains 
among the top five most requested articles we 
have ever published. This column will surely 
generate renewed interest and therefore inspired 
a reprint in a near future issue. d. - Dan 


NEWT 


net jter@thecooters. com 


There was a storm brewing across the country on 
Super Tuesday, but here in Mississippi, we were 
dealing with a different kind of chaos. 

I work late a lot on Tuesdays because of my 
newspaper The Local Voice, and my deadline 
looms on Wednesdays. I like it most of the time; 
especially when something like Super Tuesday 
is going on. I can work while staying glued to 
election returns as they come in. Even though 
I am not a Democrat or Republican, I’m a news 
junkie and a nerd like that. 

About six in the evening I was working away 
and settling in for a night of hard work, when 
suddenly, the lights went out and I was in the 
dark. It is very rare for this to happen at my office, 
as I work a hop, skip, and a jump away from the 
electric company, and the power never goes off 
there. I got up and took a look outside and rain 
was coming down in sheets and waves across 
the road, and the wind was blowing massively 
out of the southwest. I had heard a storm was 
coming through the area, but as usual, I didn’t 
think much of it. I had work to do. 


Not wanting to sit around in the dark, I 
decided to go downtown and get some grub. 
As I walked out of the front door and away from 
the building, the wind hit me like wall and the 
rain pelted me like stones. I was drenched and 
having a hard time walking upright, but still didn’t 
want to sit around in the dark. I was hoping to find 
somewhere that had electricity. About that time, 

I heard a transformer explode nearby. The wind 
was blowing odd and ends all over the road. 

“Damn.” I thought. “I hope they get the 
electricity back on in the next hour or two. I’ve 
got work to do.” 

The drive uptown was slow due to the wind 
and rain coming down but the further I got away 
from my office, the less windy it seemed to be. 
As I figured, uptown had power and I was able to 
get some food at a local restaurant. By the time 
I was putting in my order, I got a call from my 
mom. 

“Are you ok?” she asked worriedly. 

“Well, yeah of course,” I let her know. 

“The news says there’s been a tornado in 
Oxford.” 

My mom lives three hours away in southern 
Mississippi. I thought it was strange that she was 
calling to tell me this. But believe it or not, it was 
news to me. I reassured her I was ok and not 
to worry. After I hung up, I started getting other 
calls from friends to make sure I was ok. My 
drummer let me know that he had heard there 
was a tornado north of town. My office is in north 
Oxford. 

I let everybody know that there was nothing 
to worry about. Honestly, I didn’t think much of 
it. We get bad storms all the time in Mississippi, 
including our fair share of tornados, but Oxford 
is in north Mississippi hill country and tornados 
are very, very rare here. Usually when someone 
says there’s been a tornado in Oxford it was really 
straight-line winds. There are just too many hills 
for tornados to touchdown. 

I went back to my office and everything 
seemed ok to me. I noticed that the business 
next door to me had their sign blown away and 
there were police sirens going off in the distance. 
But my power was back on and I really had work 
to do. I thought to myself that I would investigate 
the news of a possible “tornado” tomorrow. 
Besides, the weather was still bad and it was 
expected to be rainy all night. 

So away I worked intensely on my computer. 
The cable was off still, so I couldn’t follow Super 
Tuesday, but Mississippi wasn’t voting anyway, 
so I guess the primary elections were only a 
distraction. Or so I convinced myself. I was 
intent on getting real work accomplished and 
wasn’t about to get involved in anything else. 

About 9:00 pm I began to hear noises 
outside my window, but I was only concerned 
with my work. I was on a roll and getting things 
done. I was actually quite proud of myself. By 
9:15 the noises became such a distraction that 
I had to get up and see what was going on. I 
peaked out from behind the curtain and suddenly 
found my heart beating very, very fast. 

People were directly outside my front office 
door setting up lights, cameras, microphones, 
making notes on pieces of paper, and directing 
each other. I had no clue as to why they were 
there, but one thing was for sure, they were 


pointing their cameras and lights at my front door, 
like they were about to surprise me with ambush 
journalism. 

“Why are these people here?”, I asked 
myself as I paced the floor. They didn’t see me 
peaking out, so they weren’t aware that I was 
aware of them. “Who could they be?” 

Other thoughts began to creep into my head. 
“Is it a reality show? Is it a prank? Is it Publisher’s 
Clearing House? Have I won a million dollars? Is 
it the police? FBI? IRS? What have I done now? 
Who did I piss off? Did Sean Hannity really get 
those emails I sent him? Are all the writers for 
Profane Existence simultaneously being arrested 
around the country live on TV?” 

I really had no idea, but these people were 
steadily setting up and pointing their equipment 
right at my front door. Minutes went by and I 
found myself trying to clean up my office fast. I 
guess if I was going to be on TV, I wanted to have 
a decent looking office. I also decided to whip out 
my own video camera. I learned the hard way 
to always have a video camera on hand when 
dealing with the government, especially cops, but 
that’s another story for a different column. I had 
no indication that these people were cops, but 
nevertheless, I was prepared. 

More time went by and they still didn’t knock 
or anything. Finally, I had calmed down enough 
to confront them. I cracked open the door and 
stuck out my head and said, “Can I help you?” 

All of the people outside of my office were 
startled at my presence. I scared them all. The 
lights from the cameras obscured my window’s 
vision of the parking lot, but once I opened the 
door, I quickly saw who they were: news people 
from WTVA in Tupelo, Mississippi. And they were 
live on the air. 

One of the operators asked me to hold on 
a second, and I listened to the newswoman give 
her report live on TV from in front of my office. 
Apparently, there was a tornado that went through 
the area, not too far away from my building. 

Out of all the things that went through my 
head about why they were there, the “tornado” 
was not one of them. I didn’t hear any “freight 
train” noises. There wasn’t that much debris 
blowing around my area. I guess I’m just the 
skeptic, but I wanted to know why they choose 
the front of my building to set up their newscast. 

“We didn’t think anyone was inside,” the 
newswoman said. My building pretty much looks 
abandoned at night but being so close to the 
power company, I had electricity and the wind 
and rain was still coming down. Not only was 
my building able to provide cover from the wind 
gusts, but the hill that I’m on also allowed their 
news van a place to raise their 50-foot antenna 
to get a better signal. 

I looked up at that antenna way up in the 
air and it was swaying back and forth. The wind 
was still heavy and even from my hill they had a 
hard time getting a signal. They went on to tell 
me that a tornado did touch down just north of 
town, right around the corner from me and that 
several homes and businesses were destroyed, 
but no fatalities were reported. They couldn’t get 
close enough to the damage to do a live report, 
because the sheriff’s department wouldn’t let 
them pass. 

“We’ve covered tornados all over north 
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Mississippi and everywhere we go, local law 
enforcement are really nice to us and very 
helpful,” said the WTVA people. “But the Deputy 
here in Oxford actually told us he was going to 
shoot our tires out if we got any closer to the 
damage.” 

They wanted to know what I saw, but other 
than what I’ve written in this column I didn’t have 
much to offer. Which is somewhat disappointing 
to me as it is one of my life goals to chase tornados 
and see them up close with my own eyes. Yes, 
some people want to sky dive, climb mountains, 
or bungee jump. I want to chase tornados. 

The next day I went the affected area and 
there was no question what caused the damage. 
The width of the tornado’s path was as wide as 
a football field and the length was longer than 
I could see. Everything in the path was utterly 
destroyed. A Caterpillar factory: gone. Twenty 
houses: gone. Dr. Harland’s veterinary clinic: 
destroyed. Cars, trucks, and eighteen wheelers: 
mangled and unrecognizable. Trees: obliterated. 
Pieces of metal were sticking out of and wrapped 
around trees that weren’t taken down. Power 
lines down everywhere. It was amazing that 
no one was killed. I found out later that all the 
animals from the vet’s clinic were alive and 
accounted for, except for four kittens. Later 
that week some students at Ole Miss uploaded 
a video to youtube.com of actual footage of the 
tornado shot from one of the tallest buildings on 
campus, several miles away from the site, but the 
funnel cloud on their video was clear, massive, 
and scary as hell. 

Tornados never cease to amaze me. Their 
destruction is incomprehensible until you see it 
with your own eyes. Their damage is intense, 
but usually only in the path of the funnel cloud 
itself. I was lucky this thing didn’t take me out, 
because I was so close and never would have 
seen it coming. 



“I know who I was when I got up this morning, but 
I think I must have been changed several times 
since then.” -Alice in Wonderland 

It is a new year and I breathe a sigh of relief! 
Though I am not one to subscribe to any ‘new 
year, new you’ mentality, I am ready for change 
and content to see this last year fall away. For 
anyone who has skimmed my column in recent 
issues, you know I have had some struggles 
(and are sick of hearing about it I’m sure!). A 
concentrated handful of months brought on a load 
of abrupt change, grief, and then the adaptation 


to it all... The circle began with death; the sturdy 
spine of my family lost vertebrae. With no time to 
grieve, I lost my home to a greedy addict relative. 
In the midst, I was licking the wounds of a hacked 
relationship from lover turned maniac. After much 
harassment, threats, and a fist through a window, 
my last resort was seeking a restraining order. 
This was a humiliating process, much harder to do 
and to get than you might imagine. So, in dealing 
with an irrational ticking time-bomb I also had to 
deal with the police, double whammy. It was a 
surreal experience to watch them searching the 
trees at 3 am for him after getting a call (unknown 
to me) that he was in the woods by my house. 
A suicide attempt that night landed him in the 
hospital for a week, and kidney damage for life. 
The very next morning we were scheduled for the 
‘finalized’ protection hearing... he was in critical 
condition... I was losing my mind. 

Many moons have passed since this string of 
tragic, painful, and wild incidents. Though I was 
living every gruelling minute of it, part of me 
was floating above in that loopy state of shock. 
It served to help me escape in an organic way, 
lost in depression so deeply that the numbness 
proved to be a relief. I didn’t turn to alcohol, I 
didn’t drown in meaningless interaction... I just 
sat with my soap opera and patiently waited for 
the credits to roll. 

Life has resumed normalcy, if you can ever 
call it that. I am now hyper-aware of the quiet 
that surrounds me after coming from the noise of 
drama. The day is simple most of the time and I 
am aware of that too, thankful for the hermit’s life 
that borders on boring. I now reside in a shelter I 
can lovingly call home, am closer to my remaining 
family than ever before, and have filtered my last 
dying thoughts of a man I once gave my love to. 
Hello and goodbye. 

I am a changed being, yes, but not without 
some stipulation. I now live with neuroses that 
grow like poisoned mushrooms from these 
experiences. I am parallyzed in a cement of 
insecurity that keeps me from being around 
people and doing things I wouldn’t have thought 
twice about before. I don’t remember what it is 
like to just be natural, spending too much time in 
analysis of the word itself! It is all so ridiculous, 
though I can’t seem to make it stop. For that I have 
become an angry person, bitter at the robbing of 
a more sensible me. This has been a struggle 
that I sometimes find no words to describe, thus 
swallowing it in instead of reaching out. I DO 
believe that time has the ability to heal though. It 
distances us from the initial smack of trauma yet 
the root remains. What do you do? 

You look at the brighter notes I suppose... One 
could see it as a “year of firsts”, regardless of 
the morbid tales. I feel as if I have to re-learn the 
things we don’t even think about: simple sober 
interaction, communication, belief, and a sense 
of self. I think about this a lot and make tender 
steps every day. It is not easy and yet I am having 
little revelations here and there. I am in awe of 
the people I count good in my life, learning to let 
them in closer (after the manipulative dismantling 
of friendships through a control freak). My 
distrust, though stifling it may be, keeps the 
wolves at bay. And this paranoia breeds restraint 
and consciousness of words and actions. Pulling 
in the reigns tighter while I suffer, learn, and 



hopefully move on. 

So it is a new year and we are all phoenixes 
rising from the ashes of our past. I am wary, still 
sleeping with a weapon in arm’s reach and I 
don’t think that will ever change. If anything this 
last year has taught me it’s: to brace yourself for 
trauma, poise yourself for battle, and revel in the 
peace in between. Take care of yourselves and 
each other! 



“Do you watch at a distance from the side 
you have chosen? Whose answers serve you 
best? Who’ll save you from confusion? Who 
will leave you an exit and a comfortable cov- 
er? Who will take you so near their edge , but 
never drop you over?” 

CRASS - Where next , Columbus? 

CRASS is so synonymous with all things punk 
that they certainly need no background introduc- 
tion particularly in this magazine. Undoubtedly 
the most import band since THE RAMONES and 
SEX PISTOLS, CRASS has such a widespread 
influence it is impossible to discount their validity 
whether you like their music or not. No band has 
done more to shape the aesthetic, atmosphere, 
and political identity of the punk movement. So 
when Steve Ignorant decided to perform The 
Feeding of the 5000 in its entirety with a guest 
line-up rather than the original band members, 
a lot of people were downright angry at the pros- 
pect. 

Many punks regard CRASS as if they were 
some sort of deity; a legend carved in vinyl and 
fold-out poster-sleeves. But didn’t they ask us 
“Who’s your leader, which is your flock?” I kept 
hearing people use the term “sacred” when em- 
broiled in debate over this show. I think ex-mem- 
bers of CRASS, pro or con to the event, would 
have laughed at that. Why are we, as punks, 
worshipping CRASS like gods or worshipping 
anything for that matter? 

So as the announcement of the show came 
out, people on computers all over the planet were 
chiming in, decrying the performance as an ut- 
ter betrayal, accusing Steve Ignorant of cashing 
in and selling out. It was really bizarre watch- 
ing characters on message boards once friendly 
with one another taking up sides in some sort of 
grand civil war, more cutting and pasting going 
on since the meth collage debuted the Midwest. 
Some were just mad at the fact that the venue 
chosen also houses bigger corporate music acts, 
others were pissed that it was just Steve Ignorant 
without the six other band members who were 
just as important. The rumors of RANCID poster 
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boy Lars Frederiksen playing guitar surfaced and 
the internet dwellers had a field day with that. 

But in all reality, Steve Ignorant wasn’t 
calling this CRASS. It was Steve Ignorant and 
Friends. I don’t think he was diluting himself and 
trying to pass this off as being a CRASS reunion, 
or a DIY event in any shape or form. Although 
sentimental and nostalgic in many ways, it was 
something I think a lot of people really wanted to 
see. Honestly, if it weren’t for the supporting acts 
I probably wouldn’t have gone. When I found out 
that seven of my favorite bands were playing it 
was hard to justify not going. The combination 
of ZOUNDS, FLUX OF PINK INDIANS, THE 
DISRUPTERS, CONFLICT, THE RESTARTS, 
and DEVIATED INSTINCT were a once in a life- 
time thing, and after all it’s just a concert. I love 
live music and I love going to shows. Why the 
hell not? A handful of Seattle and Minneapolis 
cohorts and I booked flights, spent hundreds of 
dollars on airfare, costly show tickets (we’ll get 
to that in a second) and the pains of taking time 
off from work and what not. London is one of the 
most expensive cities in the world and thanks to 
our genius cowboy fuckwad of a president, our 
money was almost worthless by the time we ar- 
rived. 

There was a strange level of tension in the 
line waiting for the doors of Shepherd’s Bush 
Empire to open. It’s a huge venue with gilded 
balconies, obnoxiously expensive drinks, and 
lame security personnel on every floor. Many of 
us that bought weekend tickets for both nights 
of the gig were horrified to realize that we pur- 
chased chair seating, and had we not bought 
tickets for each night separately we would have 
been on the main floor of the show. This set a 
real negative tone for the first night, and I think a 
lot of people were really pissed off when they got 
to their seating level and basically needed a tele- 
scope to see the bands. Not everyone had quite 
shown up by the time THE RESTARTS began 
their set, but they played quite well and their new 
songs are some of their best yet. We sat next to 
a fellow named Simon, who immediately asked 
us to hold his seat while he went to the bar. This 
started a two day round of drinking, and Simon 
immediately became an instant friend. As the 
night progressed we started having a great time. 
In excellent punk form, people devised ways to 
sneak down to the lower levels past security, and 
developing ticket delivery systems from one floor 
to the next via flying beer cup. It was DIY ingenu- 
ity at its best and we can honestly owe much of 
that to the lyrics of the event’s headliner. 

Sad to say, THE DISRUPTERS were aw- 
ful. One of the bands I was really excited to see, 
and pretty much the only band I regretted watch- 
ing. While the singer and drummer were origi- 
nal members, there was some burned out hippy 
rocker dude playing bass, and a shirtless steroid 
guy in baggy pants playing guitar. They sounded 
sloppy and unrehearsed, and I’m a huge fan so 
they were a real let down. After awhile we stopped 
marveling at how bad they were and talked over 
them for much of their set. CONFLICT came out 
next and although they weathered some crappy 
sound issues for the first few songs, they finished 
strong and really looked like they were having a 
good time, which all in all is exactly why we went 
in the first place. The pit started really going dur- 
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ing “From Protest to Resistance” and by the time 
they were done the venue was packed to the 
hilt. 

Steve Ignorant chose a good line-up for the 
performance, recruiting people from ENGLISH 
DOGS, THE SUBHUMANS, THE BUSINESS, 
and quite honestly they were well practiced and 
tight as hell. It was surreal seeing the logo on 
projection screens, and the venue’s disco-tastic 
lighting rig only contributed to that. The visual 
display was well done and it was quite a dramatic 
live show. Equally as entertaining was hearing 
several thousand people chanting lyrics word 
for word, and ironic of course when they played 
“Punk is Dead.” A singer named Sadie Nine was 
recruited to fill the Eve Libertine vocals, and sur- 
prisingly did a pretty convincing job. When they 
went into “Big A Little A,” a little girl provided the 
intro vocals, and the crowd exploded as soon as 
the song kicked in full force. The evening winded 
down after the band finished the album with a 
few additional songs from singles, and most of 
us left the venue that night, drunk, happy, and 
unexpectedly rocked. 

The next evening was immensely better 
than the last, and DEVIATED INSTINCT opened 
to a packed crowd of ardent fans. They were ter- 
rifically loud, tight, and certainly one of the high- 
lights of the whole event. When they went into 
“Scarecrow,” I could feel every note rumbling in 
my organs. Absolutely fantastic. 

Although the first half of ZOUNDS’ set was 
jumbled and a little off, the latter half got better 
and better. “Demystification,” “Little bit More,” 
and basically every song I wanted to hear was 
played, and they closed with “Target/Mr. Disney/ 
War.” Although not as strong as I would have 
liked to see them, I was certainly glued to their 
entire set. Then after a short lull, FLUX OF PINK 
INDIANS took the stage and without saying a 
word before or in between songs, delivered one 
of the best live sets I’ve ever seen in my life. 


Not only were they incredibly tight, but I truly 
felt that the anger in the lyrics was still earnest 
to them, and they looked quite comfortable play- 
ing songs they wrote nearly thirty years before. 
People went absolutely nuts when they played 
the EPILEPTICS song “1970’s Have Been Made 
in Hong Kong,” and “Tube Disasters.” FLUX’S set 
certainly goes down as the penultimate highlight 
of the entire weekend, if not the entire year for 
me. Most of us watched with open mouths. 

As Steve Ignorant went on the second 
night I think the overall mood of the crowd had 
changed quite a bit from the beginning. For a 
moment I think people were able to shed their 
baggage and actually seemed to have a really 
good time. “Bloody Revolutions” had it’s own 
horn section! Like I said this was a surreal event, 
almost like watching live band karaoke, but it 
was really fun. Steve said toward the closure 
of the night, “Alright so maybe we didn’t change 
the world... but we sure had a great time trying.” 
That to me spoke volumes, that even though the 
kind of outward social revolution CRASS had 
strived for never came to fruition, a subculture 
that has endured decades still exists today, in 
greater numbers than he could ever imagine. 
He seemed genuinely touched that people came 
from around the world to be there in a single mo- 
ment, and it was great being there to witness it. 

We met punks from all over the world, and 
despite the events’ shortcomings, it was quite a 
bit of fun and some amazing impromptu hotel 
dance parties ensued. I don’t miss the money I 
spent at the show, and if that money went into the 
pockets of the bands that played, I’m totally fine 
with that. These people worked their asses off for 
years playing in bands and never saw a cent for 
it. If they made some cash from the event, good 
for them, but if cash was the only reason why 
they participated, it couldn’t honestly have been 
that much. But watching the supporting acts and 
particularly the guest musicians with Steve, it’s 
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hard for me to believe any of them really cared 
much about the money anyway. 



HOLISTICORE 
By Ben Axiom 

The Tao, the Tao of Doom 

I think of the global human-ecological dilemma 
as a scaled up model of “Musical Chairs.” You 
walk in a circle around chairs in a zombie-like 
manner as music plays. When it abruptly stops 
everyone jumps for a chair, yet there’s an ever- 
diminishing number of chairs so someone gets 
literally assed-out. 

If the chairs represent vanishing natural 
resources and the musical procession represents 
the mass hypnosis of industrial capitalism, we 
can foresee the bleak end- point of this game 
for those human populations far removed from 
bioregional land bases. 

One thing you can’t do in musical chairs 
that you can in reality, is replace the chairs 
while the game’s in progress. But you can’t just 
manufacture them, pull them off a shelf, and have 
them delivered to save your ass at the last minute. 
You have to build them sustainably, naturally, and 
renewably from the ground up. In essence, that is 
what all d-i-y projects are, all community gardens, 
all homesteading communities, etc. Whatever 
work is done to create new human-eco niches in 
or close to nature is what effectively builds back 
more “chairs”. Now it’s obvious that the rate of 
chair removal is much faster than that of chair 
rebuilding so ultimately a lot of people are going 
to lose this game. 

You can be a racist Bible-Belt survivalist and 
fear that poor immigrants are going to come for 
your crops, cows, and daughters. You can be a 
misanthropic enviro and desire the rapid death of 
the entire human “virus”. Or you could be a more 
sensible philanthrope like the environmentalist 
engineer Buckminster Fuller. He did the math 
and was able to prove that the Earth plus 
technology (under the right direction) is more 
than capable of feeding, clothing, and sheltering 
us all. There’s only one problem, one that he 
was not in denial about like so many Utopians: 
so long as government and capitalism exist, the 
reapplication of science and technology towards 
the immediate and total restructuring of global 
human-ecology will be difficult if not impossible. 
So the enemy is not poor people of color, its not 


humanity as a whole, it’s in fact capitalism and 
the state; the masters of technology. 

The viral and cancerous behavior of our 
species on Earth is undeniable, however it’s 
an imbalance that is an innocent symptom of . 
a disease that’s only cure would be a unified 
global uprising to overthrow the entire system of 
domination. This is easier said than done... 

The recent history of anarchist discourse 
has seen a major rift that has manifested in 
various bitter sectarian debates. Without going 
into the gory details, my understanding is that 
there are those who’ve spent more time studying 
ecology and those who’ve spent more time 
studying Marxist revolutionary theory. After much 
divisive and ego-driven infighting, it’s become 
clear to me that the conflict is simply a question 
of time. How much time does either camp have 
to design, model, and replicate its unique meme 
sequence to bring about a human success? 
How much time is there really to build, test, and 
implement theories into action? How much time 
is there to prepare for whatever type of anarchy 
you desire? Some say 10 years, some say 50, 
some 100 or more. I say 5 years: 2012, the end 
of the Mayan Calendar. Why not, it’s a good 
timeline to achieve a set of short term goals. It’s 
a good motivator. I work well under deadlines, 
literally. I’m not a cult zealot freak (contrary to 
the perceptions of some), I don’t really foresee 
apocalyptic Armageddon happening at this exact 
time, but why not pretend? What would be the 
psychological effect of that thought experiment 
on us anarcho-punks? Might it give us an extra 
push to work on more DIY projects, gardens, 
training exercises, wilderness/survival skills, etc. 
Wouldn’t it give us a good reason to do all the 
things that we know we should be doing that 
we’re lagging on? 

Let’s be honest, we’re shamefully 
procrastinating on the task of preparing for our 
dear anarchy. We’re not earnestly taking daily 
steps to secure first our independence from the 
system, then our autonomy and liberation from 
it. We’re drunk on booze and entertainment and 
when shit hits the fan we’ll be the first to curl up 
and die in the gutter. The “DOOM” we so cheerfully 
await will only be for us as other less full-of-shit 
eco-visionaries and autonomists “BLOOM” into a 
new world of evolutionary opportunity. 

A more enlightened view of 2012 is not 
the end of the world, but the beginning of a new 
world, one that has destabilized the infrastructure 
of industrial society so that all the King’s men 
can’t put it back together again. 

Whoever is sitting in one of the remaining 
musical chairs at that point, or has rebuilt their 
own, will be able to get up and dance on the 
ruins of the system that kept snatching the chairs 
away. I guarantee it won’t be rich privileged 
white people who’ve lost all knowledge of natural 
healing, horticulture, foraging, navigation, etc. 
Indigenous people, rural farmers, horticulturalists, 
and gatherer/hunters will all just wake up one 
day and take curious note of the fact that ships 
and planes have stopped arriving to yank forced 
planted cash crops out of their sacred mother 
Earth. They’ll promptly tear out the coffee and 
sugar and begin to re-volve back within natural 
limits. If any anarcho-punks survive, we’ll be 
knocking on the tee-pees, thatch huts, and 



hammocks of the people who will be quite un- 
doomed, begging for them to teach us all the shit 
we could have been learning now. We may have 
the luck of avoiding such embarrassment though, 
we may just be dead. 

On a positive note, we’re not totally helpless. 
Some of the more adventurous among us have 
lived in tree-sit eco-village autonomous zones, 
traveled, squatted, trained dogs for nomadic 
existence, learned to garden, learn to heal, 
learned how to make fire, etc. We are very far 
ahead of the game in many ways. We are some 
of the only non-traditional peoples who even 
care to learn hand-crafts, “primitive-skills”, etc. 
However our graphic depictions of surviving in 
anarchy are more abundant than our authentic 
skills. 

It’s inarguable that survival in anarchy 
will require more skills than most of us have. 
Unfortunately the prospects for the survival 
and evolution of our subculture in anarchy are 
hindered by a more insidious looming reality then 
our distracted laziness: the wave of violence that 
will be unleashed in the fall of empire. Unlike the 
recent History Channel program Life After People, 
there won’t be an instantaneous disappearance 
of all the patriarchal dominating hierarchical 
energy that runs like electrical current though 
human biological, psychological, social, political, 
economic, and technological systems. It won’t 
be just anarcho-punks, peaceful tribal peoples, 
farmers, and urban communes left to hold hands 
and roast veggie dogs on the smoldering corpses 
of cities and their less adept citizenries. We’ll be 
seeing the absolute most vile tidal wave of rape, 
murder,- enslavement, exploitation, and disease 
ever known to our innocent ever-giving Gaia. 

There exists metaphysically a sort of 
reservoir of patriarchal violence. For the last 
several thousand years since the departure of the 
male ego from sacred balance among sexes and 
species, there has been a constantly generated 
and stored “charge” of violence in the Noosphere 
(the metaphysical field of all human psycho-kinetic 
thought energy). Few political ideologies have 
adequately identified and prescribed solutions 
for this problem. It would be nice to pretend that 
abolishing the state would just make it all flicker 
out of quantum existence. But it doesn’t seem to 
be the nature of this energy to just go away. No, in 
my estimation (which is by no means right or the 
gospel truth) there are only two things that can 
happen to this energy in the absence of the state: 
1. There is a massive global unified meditation, 
sort of like the Ghostbusters proton packs that 
beam positive vibes at this ethereal ball of evil 
and hate. This effort might actually dissolve it or 
reverse the polarity from negative to positive and 
we’ll see a sort of grand cosmic wave of healing 
that sweeps Gaia like at the end of the eco- 
apocalyptic Anime film “Princess Mononoke.” 2. 
There are only a few pure hearted peace-niks, 
punks, nuns, monks, and shaman meditating 
on reversing the polarity of this charged cloud 
of Doom who in sum have no luck diminishing 
its size. Unrestrained by the bureaucracy of 
government, this energy will operate according 
to its nature and indiscriminately flow through 
whatever human systems remain or emerge. 

You see the government is a violence refinery. 
It generates, trains, directs, stores, distributes, 
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regulates, and amplifies human violence. In the 
absence of government, violence will no longer 
be systematically generated so whatever new 
violent energy wells up will be much weaker 
and more diffuse. But while government exists, 
the river of violence is constantly filling up like 
water in behind a dam wall. The state funnels the 
violence flow to serve elite interests, when the 
dam is breached, that river will flow with immense 
speed and force until it finally reaches sea level, 
neutrality, equilibrium and peace. Here’s the 
catch though, just as a breached dam floods and 
submerges the land in water, the violence wave 
will drown the land in blood. 

Imagine the evolutionary timeline of 
weaponry going backwards. Over the course of 
thousands of years humanity will go back through 
the Ages of swords, arrows, and eventually sticks 
and stones. We’ll start by exhausting all the 
bullets, at which point we’ll loot museums and 
load muskets and cannons, next will be swords, 
and so on down the line until every sharp object 
has been dulled on human bone. (If you don’t 
believe me, watch a little Jeopardy on the fate 
of Easter Island which is thought by many to be 
a microcosmic case study depicting the global 
future of ultimate cannibalistic chaos til barren 
extinction. Pretty crustaceous eh?) 

This “Wave of Doom” is inevitable and 
essentially what we are asking for when we ask 
for anarchy. Be careful what you wish for... It 
took me about 10 years of being in denial as a 
utopian anarchist before I finally admitted that the 
skeptics were in fact right all along. As a naive 
12 year old, I’d argue with adults that peaceful 
autonomous anarchy was possible. They say, 
“maybe for you but what about all the crazies, 
what about all the Rednecks, it will be an orgy of 
violence.” 

The popular morbid vision of anarchy is 
really how it will be. I have to admit that now, 
because semantically “anarchy” is just the 
absence of the state. It’s not a proactive positive 
word like autonomy, which denotes the existence 
of self-government not simply “no government”. If 
I could go back to those frustrating first debates 
I had about my beloved anarchy I would say 
this in defense of peaceful anarchy, “Yes, when 
the government is gone there will be an orgy of 
violence. But those who recognize this now can 
begin to build peaceful yet well trained autonomous 
communities, villages, neighborhoods, etc. that 
can survive the wave of violence. Furthermore, 
the government isn’t necessary to protect me, 
my family, and my community from some innate 
human-natural brute violent urge. Rather, the 
state is responsible for generating the violence 
that exists and will be unleashed in its absence. 
The sooner the state ceases to exist, the sooner 
violence can be phased back out of our evolution. 
It’s human-nature to live in co-operative peace 
and harmony. Just pick-up any anthropology 
textbook and open to page one of the introduction 
where it will essentially scientifically state that 
all of humanity lived in tribal eco-anarchy for 3 
million years before the state came into being 
and ruined everything for everyone... 

Back to the dam metaphor, I don’t think the 
dam was designed well enough to last. It will 
collapse under its own weight and the violence 
it’s dammed up. Anarcho-punks will, I believe, 
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have little to do with the actual physical breach 
despite how fucking cool looking and tough we 
think insurrection is... 

We’d be smart to get as far away as we 
can. “Get the skills and hit the hills” as I like to 
say. In the meantime, as we party and shred 
amplified riffs in Babylon, we could be spending 
a more balanced portion of our time utilizing the 
Information Age’s ample resources to educate 
and train ourselves. Not to mention learning from 
living traditional peoples, farmers, homesteaders, 
home-bums, and survivalists whenever they 
welcome us and we can reciprocate with work- 
trade, money, or other offerings. 

Tragically, we prove that we’re not in 
fact in the Information Age any more, we’re in 
the Entertainment Age. While there exists an 
astonishing unprecedented abundance of free 
educational communication tools, we’re more 
intent on objectifying ourselves in online profile 
pics, posting porned-out pathetic surveys, 
texting about how drunk we are, and cell phone 
photographing our passed-out friends than 
using these high tech devices to map edible and 
medicinal plants, support each other’s safety, 
document our travels, research, share skills, 
model positive and productive behavior, etc. 

Whether its 5 years, 50, or 500 hundred the 
“Wave of Doom” will eventually hit. The faster we 
learn, practice, and master the arts and sciences 
of autonomy the more of a chance we’ll have. As 
Bruce Lee said, “prepare for opportunity.” If we 
want Anarchy tomorrow, why are we not preparing 
for it today? Do we really want it? Or do we want 
the state and capitalism administered toys and 
toxic party substances? Do the Pirate Punx really 
want to sail the high seas fishing, drinking home- 
brew, and rounding up the last capitalists for a 
plank-walk? Do the eco-punks really want to be 
living like Ewoks in the forest with gardens and 
orchards aplenty? Do the Street Punx and Chaos 
Punx really want to be scavenging through 
bombed out urban streets looting liquor stores 
and squatting the White House? Do the Bike 
Punx really want to be fixed-gearing-it-up with 
welded giant wheeled off-road bikes that can roll 
easily across the cracked and buckled cement? 
Do the red Anarcho-Punx really want to be taking 
over the factories and making whatever they 
want, however they want, however many hours 
a week they want? 

I’ve spent so many precious hours in endless 
debates about anarchist theory. So few seemed 
to agree that basically the game of musical chairs 
is almost over and we ALL need to focus on a 
few basic things. Why don’t we start with a simple 
check-list. We can call it the Anarchy Checklist, 
it could go something like this: 1 . Able to Feed 
Self, 2. Able to Hydrate Self, 3. Able to Heal Self, 
4. Able to Clothe Self, 5. Able to Shelter Self. 6. 
Able to Defend Self. I can’t check one of those 
items! I know few people who can check even 
one and I know no one who can check them all. 
Take a minute to imagine how fucking bad-ass it 
would be to be able to check them all off. Look 
at yourself in this moment, then close your eyes 
and imagine a self-fed, watered, healed, clothed, 
sheltered, and defended anarcho-punk ready to 
survive and thrive with or without the system! 
Attractive no? 

Once we cover the “bare necessities” we 


can then go off into our sectarian tangents, but 
at this point we’re all nursing at the cancerous 
mechanical breast of the system. Meanwhile our 
true mother struggles to get our attention and 
offer her organic milk to us again. If you watch Life 
After People you’ll see the unequivocal science 
backing the ecotopian dream of a return to Eden. 
It’s as if our mother is reaching her hands out to 
us and whispering “jump, jump” as we stand on 
the edge of the city walls. 

There is hope to be had, and hard daily 
work to be done. I hope that we all realize how 
fun it is to prepare. If nothing happens in 5 
years, other than we’ve built just about every 
bit of DIY autonomous social and ecological 
infrastructure we need to be independent of the 
system while living under it, then we’ll be half 
way to our dreams as opposed to where we are 
now which ail the way in our nightmare. We have 
the choice to enhance parties into work parties, 
shows into potlucks, hang-overs into push-ups. 
But that wouldn’t be easy so fuck it right? I know 
it’s a leap of faith but I promise that fulfillment 
is to be found in deep neo-tribal bonds that are 
built in daylight culture building activities. In this 
“scene” state of our evolution, we’ll never be truly 
happy, fulfilled or anything near independent or 
autonomous. Bluntly, we’ll just be unconsciously 
killing ourselves slowly and setting ourselves up 
to be killed quickly when the time comes that 
strength, health, and knowledge are matters of 
survival not lifestyle. 



Abort the Soul 

Since we just recently passed the 35th anniversary 
of Roe vs. Wade, and with the approaching 
presidential election in the US, in which abortion 
continues to be a big issue, I thought it was 
appropriate to address the topic. The right wing, 
along with religious fundamentalists continue to 
pursue an agenda of oppressing woman, taking 
away reproductive rights, repressing sexual 
education, and denying access to contraceptives, 
all in the name of protecting life. And although 
they’ve had much success in diminishing the 
rights that were won 35 years ago, pro-choice 
activists have fought pertinaciously to hold onto 
them. Most people’s opposition to abortion 
is based not only in their religiously founded 
concept of morality, but also in a perspicacity of 
human biology, and ignorance of our ontogeny. 
Let’s look closer at one of the main reasons the 
religious right oppose abortion- the idea that god 
creates all life, and endows the unborn with a 
soul, and to terminate a pregnancy is equivocal 
to murder. So let’s examine the concept of an 
immaterial soul. 
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Most people think of our conscious thought 
as being proof that the soul exists, a sort of 
ghost in the machine, which enters our bodies at 
conception, and leaves at death. It’s natural to 
create a dichotomy between our cognitive mind, 
and our physical self. 

Like when people refer to their mind as if it is 
somehow separate and independent of their 
body, when in fact there cannot be one without 
the other. (Like, if someone were to say “Todd’s 
mind” or “Todd’s body” when in actuality, I am 
my mind and body, there for one or the other 
cannot be a separate possession of Todd). Our 
consciousness is just a product of the information 
processing activity of our brain, an organ which 
consists of a very complicated computational 
system, and is governed by the laws of biology. 
When the body dies, so does the brain, and with 
it dies our consciousness. To most people, a 
soul is the embodiment of life. Inanimate objects 
have no soul, there for they have no life. Human 
beings are the only sentient beings blessed with 
such a soul (hence why animal’s lives are treated 
with such disregard by much of society) So to 
deny life to a being with a soul [i.e. abortion] must 
inherently be wrong. But modern progress in the 
study of human physiology has helped to clarify 
the differences between soul and mind, as well 
as life and non-life. 

Most Christian churches and organizations 
believe that life begins at conception, and that is 
the moment of ensoulment. Conception being 
defined as the moment a sperm enters an egg, 
and the male and female DNA mixes, and a new 
human genome is created. But closer study of 
human reproduction has showed that sometimes 
more. then one sperm penetrate the egg, and it 
takes some time before the egg can evict the 
extra chromosomes. And even in the instances 
where a single sperm enters, for a day or more 
afterwards, the genes of the sperm remain 
separate from those of the egg, and even after 
that it takes approximately another day for the 
new genome to control the cell. So the “moment” 
of conception isn’t really a moment, it can take 24- 
48 hours. Where is the soul during this process? 
Does it wait on the sidelines, or in heaven? 

Even after the conceptus has been 
established, it’s not necessarily going to become 
a fetus, it still has to implant in the wall of the 
uterus. Roughly two-thirds, to three-quarters of 
them never do, and are spontaneously aborted. 
What happens to the soul then? Or does it wait 
to see if the conceptus implants in the uterus 
before it enters? 

Even still, some might argue that once a 
new human genome has been established, it 
is destined to become a unique individual, and 
therefore is endowed with a soul. Well in the 
early days of development while the cells of the 
embryo are dividing, it can split into two or more 
separate embryos, thus creating identical twins, 
triplets, etc. So do identical twins share one 
soul? Is their soul identical as well? What about 
quadruplets, do they share one-quarter of a soul? 
And if not, where do those extra souls come from? 
At what point do they become endowed with a 
ghost in their machine? Every cell in an embryo 
is capable of becoming a separate embryo, so 
does every cell contain its own soul? And if so, 
where do those extra souls go when the embryo 


does not split? Conversely, two fertilized eggs 
can become one, it’s not uncommon for one 
embryo to absorb the other. So does that person 
then contain two souls? 

And to extrapolate even further, now that 
human cloning is technically feasible, each cell 
in the body has the ability to become another 
person. So does that mean that every cell in our 
body contains a soul? Would the clone have a 
new soul, or a clone of the original soul? True 
that those cells would only grow into a person 
due to scientist mucking about with them, but the 
same is true for any “test tube baby” and I don’t 
think any one would go so far as to say that a 
child conceived thru in vitro fertilization doesn’t 
have a soul! 

So the idea that it is wrong to abort a fetus 
because it is endowed with a soul, and therefore 
constitutes murder, is hard to reconcile with facts 
and biology. Religious morality and science have 
been battling it out to see who is on the right 
side of the issue for a long time now. One side 
is based on research and facts, the other on 
blind faith, superstition and propaganda aimed 
at making people feel guilty by appealing to 
our innate moral sense. And although the end 
decision of whether it’s right or wrong to have an 
abortion is a judgment call that can only be made 
by the party involved, it’s high time for religion to 
step aside, and we remove the stigma and moral 
condemnation from the subject. 

Credit where credit is due- a lot of the facts and 
ideas in this column came from an awesome 
book I read called, The Blank Slate: Modern 
Denial Of Human Nature written by a guy named 
Steven Pinker. It’s a very informative read, and I 
highly recommend it! 


Yo, 

Our fans are writing wondering why the 
blatant disrespect and insult of having on the 
lyrics page for the CD for the Resistant Culture 
song Sentient Predator “lyrics and blah de blah”. 
Strangely, this isn’t the first time the message 
of this band has been suppressed, ignored, si- 
lenced, or outwardly insulted. It’s a shame to us 
to have what we feel is an important message of 
cultural survival be trashed in these ways. 

Is there any explanation? It can’t be a mis- 
take, it’s obviously hostile intent. We’re just won- 
dering where its coming from and if its from a 
deeper place. It would be healthy to talk about it 
with whomever has those hostile feelings. 

It’s hard to think that you would approve this 
immature and unethical attack especially consid- 
ering the lack of native voices in punk rock. 

peace, 

-Ben 

Hello Ben, 

The inclusion of that sentence was an hon- 
est but unfortunate mistake. 

I put that “lyrics and blah blah” in as a place 
holder until I could re-type the lyrics from the lyric 
sheet. The CD was put together a full week be- 
fore the magazine went to press and I used the 
magazine layout to keep track of the different 
songs. I copied and pasted the same “lyrics and 
blah blah” for all the bands who didn’t send their 
lyrics by email. In the last-minute crunch to get 
the magazine finished I somehow missed typing 
in the lyrics. You may not have caught this but 
I also missed the listing for track 24 completely. 
(WARCOLLAPSE “T.H.C.” by the way). I’m pretty 
much doing the final construction for the whole 
magazine by myself and don’t have any co-edi- 
tors to help find such mistakes before press time 
(which is usually an exhausting week or more of 
16+ hour work days). When the magazine came 
back from the printers I was totally mortified to 
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see that printed in there. I didn’t think anyone 
would view it as a hostile act though. I should 
know better and unfortunately people do gossip 
and talk shit in the punk movement just like ev- 
erywhere else. 

Regardless of how that got in print, I can’t 
say enough that there was NO hostile intention 
whatsoever. I have deep respect for everyone 
in RESISTANT CULTURE and the message the 
band represents. I’m sure all of PE’s contributors 
feel the exact same way I will gladly print a follow 
up in PE # 56 to correct the embarrassing mis- 
take. I’m sure most of our readers wouldn’t be- 
lieve we would intentionally disrespect you either, 
but I will ascertain that in print just to make it of- 
ficial. And I reiterate here that I have the deepest 
respect for the members and message of RESIS- 
TANT CULTURE and consider you a great ally 
to the the anarcho / activist punk community. I 
am very grateful that you answered my interview 
and have contributed your songs to our compila- 
tion CD. And I will even go so far as to say that I 
would be glad to have you on Profane Existence 
Records should you ask. 

As for my part, I am deeply sorry that this 
happened and take the blame 100%. I can un- 
derstand what happened could be viewed as a 
hostile act, but I assure you that it was a totally 
benign and accidental mistake. I take what I do 
at Profane Existence very seriously and refuse 
to let the pages be tainted withhostile, immature 
behavior. I hold myself to even an more rigor- 
ous standards than our contributors and I would 
never have slighted you in this way. Maybe IQ- 
15 years ago I would have done something so 
thoughtless, but not now! 

If you still want to talk about this I would be 
more than happy to express my apologies ver- 
bally as well. And you can reach me anytime 

With respect, 

Dan 

To my relief they responded on a positive note: 
Hey bro, 

Sorry it took us sometime to give a more com- 
plete response. Thanks again for your apology 
and honesty. Beyond this accident/mistake it 
seems over the years we’ve had difficulty com- 
municating/staying in touch with you. We’ve 
kicked around the idea of releasing stuff on Pro- 
fane, but understandibly due to your being busy, 
we’ve haven’t worked anything out. If you have 
the time/resources to put out any of our stuff, 
we’d love to do it. We’d like to have our Welcome 
to Reality album pressed on vinyl. If you’d like to 
do that let us know. Otherwise we could do a 7” 
or split of some kind. Let us know what you have 
in mind. 

Thanks again, peace, respect 
-Resistant Culture 

Hi guys - that sounds great! I hope to have more 
news of upcoming PE / RC collaboration coming 
soon! 

— Dan 

For the record here are those missing lyrics: 


RESISTANT CULTURE - Sentient Predator 

It’s not just the system 
Or just a machine 
It’s a sentient predator 
It’s alive and it feeds 

It’s not of the wild 

Domesticated Child 

Spawn of corruption 

10,000 year disease 

It’s got many faces 

But its heart is ego 

And greed 

The rest of its cells 

Are our minds and machines. 

www.resistantculture.com 

and track 24 on the PE #55 CD 

WARCOLLAPSE - T.H.C. 

Igorant laws on what’s legal 
Based on lobbyists’ cries 
Won’t keep man from toking 
Neither will twisted lies 

CH: Haschish and weed 
Needs to be freed 

The true madness 
About reefer is calling it a crime 
Only victims busted smokers 
Wasting taxes and time 

sabotage@pas-83.com 

www.pas-83.com/warcollapse 

Dear PE, 

Only TWO man made structures on Earth 
can be seen from outer space. The Great Wall of 
China & the Fresh Kills Landfill (NY). In America 
- 2.5 million plastic bottles are thrown out every 
hour. Keeping in mind that only ONE in FIVE of 
those bottles actually make it to the recycling. It 
gives you a brief perspective of the tremendous 
amount of plastic stacking up in our landfills. This 
is just plastic bottles - we are not even talking 
about shrink wrap, ice cream containers or any 
other thing you can think of! Considering it takes 
roughly 700 years for plastic to break down, you 
know we are leaving behind a large quantity of 
monoliths scattered around the globe commemo- 
rating our carelessness towards our world. Re- 
cycling is not common sense for everybody. It is 
hard to teach an old dog new tricks and living in 
a world where our priority is making everything 
faster, easier and requiring the least amount of 
effort possible. It is understandable that most 
people do not use those few extra seconds to 
rinse their containers and set them aside. It is 
much easier to toss out everything in the same 
box and not give a shit. Anyways - who’s got time 
to think about the repercussions of our actions? 
Why would I want to think when I could be sit- 
ting in front of the idiot box? Thankfully there are 
people out there who understand that - we will 
never be able to change the mass’ habits for a 
good cause. People have slowly over time real- 
ized we cannot change people - therefore WE 


MUST CHANGE THE PROBLEM! (Sounds sim- 
ple right? Easier said than done!) Some compa- 
nies have been started to manufacture plastics 
which are biodegradable. With a turn around time 
of WAY less than 700 years. The only problem 
is that these resins are always vegetable based. 
And as we all know, there are enough people 
starving in the world as it is. We are not going to 
start to use our agricultural resources to replace 
petrol and plastic. THAT JUST DOESN’T MAKE 
SENSE! This is already a step in the right direc- 
tion, just slightly misguided. Recently a company 
called Novomer has come up with a totally new 
way to make polymers. Whether its hard soft thin 
clear or opaque - so far all the right attributes 
seem to be here for us to have the all-star re- 
placement for nature’s enemy. This polymer is 
able to break down within 6 months, is not plant 
based and is affordable to produce. That is right 
- this polymer is CARBON DIOXIDE & CARBON 
MONOXIDE based. It is still relatively early to 
be able to tell if this is the ultimate solution, but 
this is looking good so far! Are we looking at the 
possibility of recycling the exhaust gases emitted 
from our gas propelled vehicles? Who knows... 
but this definitely looks to me we are going in the 
right direction for once! 

Cheers 

Frank Appache 
PE, 

I am writing this for someone completely un- 
familiar with the concept of what it means to be 
“alternatively gendered.” I would like to take a 
moment to address the concept of gender iden- 
tity within the punk community. As we all know, 
western society is based on a patriarchal power 
structure. Within the anarchist punk community 
there has always been an effort to combat the 
sexism we encounter on a daily basis. However, 

I have been surprised to encounter that many 
in our community (and not only the youngsters) 
are not educated in regard to gender expression 
which exists outside the male/female gender 
binary system we are forcefed on a daily basis. 
First and foremost, I want to point out it is NEVER 
appropriate to refer to anyone as “it,” “he-she,” 
etc. Using those slurs is as hateful as saying 
the “n-word” or “faggot.” Don’t do it, it’s not cool. 
Secondly, if you meet someone (at a show, in 
passing, whatever) and you are unsure the cor- 
rect pronoun to use (he/him: typically male, she/ 
her: typically female, ze/hir: ambiguous) it’s ac- 
ceptable to ask a person the pronouns they pre- 
fer. Just don’t be like, “Hey, what they hell are 
you anyway.” That’s definitely NOT OK either. 

Besides male identified people who are born 
male bodies and female identified people born 
into female bodies, there are those who identify 
as transgendered, intersexed, and genderqueer. 
FTM and MTF (which stands for “female to male” 
and “male to female”) are those people born into 
physical bodies that for whatever reason do not 
match their internal identities, meaning in the 
most basic interpretation, men who are trapped 
in a biologically female body or women trapped 
in a biologically male body. Genderqueer people 
tend to not subscribe to the notion that people 
are either only male or female and that we should 
not be forced to chose a specific gender to exist 
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in society. A person who is intersexed can range 
from being born with two sets of sexual organs, to 
a person born with “nontraditional” chromosomes 
XX for female or XY for male, and many different 
variations in-between. Hopefully I am not throw- 
ing too much scientific terminology around. 

Just because alternatively gendered people 
might be a new concept to you, at least try to 
have some compassion/empathy, even if you 
don’t “understand” how a person could feel this 
way. As a transguy, I know first hand the strug- 
gles we face on a daily basis, whether it is intoler- 
ance coming out and/or transitioning in the work- 
place, harassment in using a public restroom, or 
from family members. You would be surprised at 
how much a little bit of compassion can make a 
person feel at ease. 

As punks, we are challenging the norms of 
society on a daily basis. Whether it’s as simple as 
having a charged neon mohawk or protesting for 
same sex marriage rights, we are trying to throw 
a wrench in the gears of oppression. Gender ex- 
pression is just another way to combat who they 
tell you you are supposed to be or not to be. 

If you would like some more basic info on 
the subject of gender and the alternative ways of 
expressing it, please check out some of the fol- 
lowing resources on the internet. 

— Gnome (Chomsky) 

http://www.t-vox.org 



In Loving Memory of Ronnie Lee Graham 12/08/71-2/16/08 
Ride Fast, Live Free. Viva KodelM FxOxRxLx 


TONS of links and discussions: 
http://www.gendertalk.com/ 



AFTER THE BOMBS Warmonger 
ATOMGE VITTER Banned in G.C . 

BALLAST Fuse 

BLACKOUT Secrets 

BOMBED OUT Human Disease 

BROKEN At the Border 

THE COOTERS Society Sets the Stereotype 

DISGUSTING LIES Sumienie Togo Swiata 

DIS(10)PUTES La Brigade du Poulet 

HEVN All the Same 

HIP COPS Responsibility 

HOLOCAUST IN YOUR HEAD Ciegos 

IMPERIAL LEATHER The Power of Blame 

IN DEFENSE Making Mock Buck a Threat Again! 

KILL THE EGO I Scooter Libby 

MAN THE CONVEYORS Discarded 

MIDDLE CLASS TRASH Stand for Something 

MURDER DISCO EXPERIENCE Torture Incorporated 

PARASYTIC Animal Sacrifice 

PERSONKRETS 3.1 KrigssAng 

POPULATION REDUCTION Black Metal Beach Party 

PROTESTANT Obituary 

RAGING FUGITIVES We Don’t Heed You 

SKARPRETTER Ammunition 

THE SKUDS Why 

SOUND YOUR ALARM Reis Deg 

STATE OF THE UNION Turned Off 

SUSPECTED TERRORISTS Suspected Terrorists 

VICTIMS We’re Fucked 

VICTIMS OF CORRUPTION Headless Human Herd 
XBRAINIAX Yamasaki 


National Center for Transgender Equality (USA): 
http : //www. n cteq u a I ity . o rg/ 


Dear Dan, 

Martin here formerly of 
GURKHA, just a quick note to 
say thanks for doing such a 
great job on the tribute its a 
great package and thanks for 
the CDs you sent. Stig would 
have been well chuffed with it. 
I’m not in GURKHA anymore 
but I gave the copies out to the 
rest of the lads. Good luck with 
it and if you are interested I’d 
like to send you a copy of the 
CD for our new band (when its 
ready) to say thanks for send- 
ing me a copy of Profane too. 
Always a joy to read. 

Good luck bud, 

xx 

Martin in Bristol 


Hey Martin, 

Thanks for the kind words. 
We always love hearing new 
demos so send one over when 
you’re ready. Cheers! 

— Dan 
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AGATHOCLES / H.407 - For What? For Who? Split CD 

Grind your fucking head in. Right now. H.407 starts things 
off on an old-school grind trip (putting the hard CORE back 
in grindcore, dammit) and keeps it coming for a lucky thirteen 
tracks of doom and despair, including a DEZERTER cover. 
On what should be the flip side (seriously, split CDs are so 
fucking lame - if you’re going to do a split, put it out on vinyl 
or cassette! Grr), we have AGATHOCLES doing what they’ve 
been doing for the last 23 years: mincing the fuck out of anyone 
who listens. Okay, so this isn’t ground-breaking stuff. I prefer 
the H.407 tracks, but the AGATHOCLES stuff is good in small 
doses. This would have been a helluv rad 7”. (Inbred) 

Apathic View Productions / www.apathic-view.de 

AGENTS OF ABHORRENCE - Earth. Water.Sun CD 

It’s true what they say about judging books by their cover. Take 
this CD for instance. The cover features a pink rose and subtle 
text, which belies the sheer audio brutality featured within. The 
longest track on the disc is one and a half minutes, with the rest 
of them being 45 second blasts of technical neo-grindcore, or 
post-powerviolence (whatever buzzterm you want to use applies 
here). To me, this sounds like a more polished SWALLOWING 
SHIT, but without the in-your-face politics. Speaking of which, 
there isn’t much political content in the lyrics, which is a bit 
disappointing. The lyrics are much more personal, which I can 
dig, but I always prefer my grind to be political... but hey, that’s 
just my gripe. I don’t see myself listening to this all the time, but 
it’s still some killer shit. (Inbred) 

Numerical Thief / GPO Box 3341 / Melbourne 3001 Victoria / 
AUSTRALIA / info@numericalthief.com 

AGUIRRE/HONGO - split CD 

AGUIRRE start out with a pair of gloomy and somewhat 
atmospheric songs. The one is in Swedish and the other is 
in English but I’d be lying if I said the lyrics made any sense 
to me. Something about hookers and lost love? I dunno. On 
to HONGO. Here we have another pair of gloomy songs with 
intricate introductions that swell into the punk rock equivalent of 
epic classical music. Kinda makes me think of JENIGER with 
Todd Burdette-esque vocal stylings. I believe this falls under 
the controversial umbrella of “melodic epic nu-crust.” Check it 
out if that’s your jamz. (Hazel) 

Exutoire Records / BP 73 / 33031 Bordeaux Cedex / France 

AKUTARE - s/t EP 

Now this record took me by surprise! AKUTARE hail from Japan 
and bring it hard with 4 tracks of very energetic rock’n’roll styled 
hardcore punk. MOTORHEAD, INEPSY, ANNIHILATION TIME 
all come to mind, but they don’t really sound like any of these 
bands specifically. Full of solos and catchy in all the right ways, 
check this out if you’re looking for a good “fun” record. I’m a 
fan. (Hazel) 

Schizophrenic Records / 17 West 4th / Hamilton / 19C 3M2 
/ Canada 

ARSON ANTHEM - S/T CD 

ARSON ANTHEM is a “supergroup” (if you like) of famous 
personalities from metal, sludge and even country over the 
years, with Phil Anselmo (PANTERA+++) on guitar, Mike D. 
Williams (EYEHATEGOD) on Vocals and Hank III on drums, 
and relativley unknown (at least in this band) drummer Colin 
Yeo. They play hardcore punk with some thrash influences, 
not unlike old friends of them like COC (old) and bands like 
NEGATIVE APPROACH; DISCHARGE and POISON IDEA 
with a little twist of HELLHAMMER on top of that. This band 
is a supposedly a big “fuck you all” to the new generation who 
has lost the meaning of less complicated ventures such as 
the original brutality of the above mentioned bands.... obviously 
someone hasn’t followed the “scene” in a while, but on the 
other hand I think this CD is meant for a different audience 
than the readers of PE. . .the music? Its OK at its best.. Nothing 
more.. (Paul) 

www.thehouseofrecords.com 

ANA BARATA/ SPEEDER GARBEN - SPLIT 7” 

Holy shit, what a fantastic split 7”. ANA BARATA are absolutely 
amazing with 5 songs of molten fury. Fast Scandi d-beat, 
crustcore and lots of modern stunning sounds, where they 
blaze through and set the place on fire. Crushing vocals, that 
are guttural and manic. Backed up with hyper riffage and a great 
sound. Totally solid. Christ, if you like bands like MASSMORD 
etc then you are going to go ape shit for them. I want more and 


more of this Swedish band. The lyrics are in Swedish, but with 
the English notes on each song they are politically focused, 
with sussed heads on their shoulders. As this is a split 7”, who 
better to share it with than Norway’s SPEEDER GARBEN, 
who are equally ferocious. Pretty fantastic too, more d-beat 
and stunning. There’s no let up from the word go, until they 
stop. Their lyrics are in Swedish as they band members are 
originally from Sweden, but have since moved to Norway. It’s 
like a cross between DISCHARGE, RIPCORD and NEGATIVE 
APPROACH all rolled into one. More political lyrics and power 
straight from the heart. Definitely one of the best split 7”s I’ve 
heard in years, you really have to get this - essential. Totally 
bombastic bands. (Mel Hughes) 

New Noise Records / Box 55 / 83221 Frosen / Sweden // www. 
newnoiserecords.com 

Wasted Sounds / Skolgatan 110 / 903 32 Umea / Sweden // 
www.wastedsounds.com 

ANATOMIC BOMB - Partial Rudity CD 

This 3 piece band from Winchester, VA crank out 17 tracks of 
varying styles of music on this disc. We get an old school snotty 
punk rock, melodic hardcore and bits of ska thrown in here and 
there. I guess there are four years worth of stuff crammed on 
here. Some of it is old material that has been re-recorded to 
match the quality of the newer stuff. (Ken Ciderpunk) 
www.myspace.com/anatomicbomb 

ANTIBODIES - Concrete Rockers Go Uptown 7" 

With a little research, you can find out some interesting facts. 
This band features Pete Doff who played in the late 70’s to 
early 80’s UK band OBSCENE TOYS. So Pete must have 
gotten the punk rock itch and started this band in the 90’s and 
has continued on to the present. Right from the start you hear 
the roots of first wave UK punk. 4 blasts of 3 chord punk rock 
with a snarl of snottiness that many would say has the feel of 
the SEX PISTOLS meets early CRASS. The recording sounds 
raw as if it were recorded in a four track studio. A bit flat for 
some but adds to the flavor of the music. It brings forth the 
simplicity but also showcases the complexity of the underlying 
emotion of the music. After listening to this release, I would 
be interested to hear what more is out the from this band. 
(Donofthedead) 

Choking Hazard Records / www.myspace.com/ 
chokinghazardrecords 

ANTIDOTE - No Communication CD 

This definitely is not the early 80’s New York band that first 
popped in my mind when I saw the band name. This band hails 
from Amsterdam and plays street punk that is reminiscent of 
many UK ‘82 bands. The band that has stuck around for about 
12 years now and this is their 5th full length. This band has 
surely stayed below my radar since this is the first I’m hearing 
of them. Most of the songs are sung in English but a few are in 
their native tongue which I believe is Dutch. Mid tempo songs 
that make you want to do a boot stomp and dance around your 
room. But at times they mix it up and play with an early 80’s 
US hardcore sound. Good production and solid musicianship 
make this a good listen. (Donofthedead) 

Rodent Popsicle / PO Box 1143 / Allston, MA 02134 // www. 
rodentpopsicle.com 

ANTI PASMA / ESCATO split CD 

Very cool international project here with ESCATO being from 
Brazil and playing some fast old school thrash with some 
hardcore and crust influence with strained, harsh vocals. ANTI 
PASMA is I believe Spanish and plays more classic hardcore 
punk with more clean vocals and a thrash edge. Nice! (Nick 
Mangel) 

Kremon Records // www.kremonrecords.cjb.net 

ATROZ - Hardcore 3° Mundo CD 

I was going to just repeat the words brutal and or heavy over 
and over again, but I realized that Dan would probably come to 
my house and smack the beer out of my hand. ATROZ is just 
that, though. When you mix the intensity of grind with the no 
nonsense anger and aggression of tough guy hardcore you get 
this band. As the album progresses it gets heavier and heavier 
until just when you’re about to snap it comes to a screeching 
halt. At some points you might think that this is a cover album 
due to the fact that the style changes up a bit from song to 
song, but all in all it’s grindy d-beat hardcore with AMAZING 
production. The lyrics aren’t in English so I’m not sure what 
the subject matter is, but these guys are... heavy and brutal! 
(Jake) 

Red Star Recordings / Caixa Postal 1977 / S3o Paula - SP / 
01061 / Brazil // www.redstar77.com 

BICKLE’S CAB Forests of Grey LP 

Extreme crust/grind/d-beat with shredding vocals and heavy, 


doomy parts. In other words it puts all the best stuff together! Its 
noisy and chaotic, that’s for sure. I have never before heard of 
these Brits before and they seem to have come out of nowhere 
to pummel my ass. WOW! (Nick Mangel) 

Peter Bower records / 10 Somerdale Walk / Bramley, Leeds / 
LS13 4SF/UK 

BLACKTUSK Passage Through Purgatory CD 

Self proclaimed “Swamp Metal”, this 3-piece has worked hard 
on this release to peg its notch on the studded belt of epic 
bands from Savannah, GA. Ten solid tracks of peachy-keen, 
sweet sticky metal tear through hints of heavy southern rock 
and twists of sludgy goodness, while at the same time raising a 
cap to good ol’ fashioned crusty, thrashy punk rock. With a bit 
of everything in this recording, it's sure to scratch ya where you 
itch! The triple team onslaught of vocals adds to the powerful 
dynamic of the music, while instrumental intro and outros such 
as Witch’s Spell and Call of the Sewer Rat make this an epic 
album made to listen to from start to finish. Following in the 
footsteps of legends, this release was recorded at The Jam 
Room, produced by Phillip Cope of KYLESA, with artwork by 
John D. Baizly from BARONNESS. The CD comes complete 
with all that professional sound and image quality and a bonus 
DVD with awesome live footage from the Jinx. A fantastic 
release! (Maygun) 

Hyperrealist / PO Box 9313 / Savannah, GA 31412 // www. 
hyperrealist.com 

BLACK TUSK - Passage Through Purgatory CD 

At first I thought this might be some epic double cd, but it turned 
out to be even better. The second disk is a DVD with homemade 
videos for some of their songs and some live footage. It seems 
like these folks might have a thing for zombies! Anyway, the CD 
has ten tracks (although only nine are listed) of raging swamp 
metal that should be played uncomfortably loud. While keeping 
things heavy there’s plenty of guitar effects and even some 
experimental things going on. They’re hard to classify which 
is definitely a good thing these days. Visually this is amazing. 
Between the gatefold design, the colors that were used and the 
artwork it could almost be framed. (Jake) 

Hyperrealist / PO Box 9313 / Savannah, GA 31412 // www. 
hyperrealist.com 

BLEACH BOYS Puke Wave 7” 

I definitely got the picture based on the cover and the flipside 
which has a picture of a dude skating. This is surf-skate punk 
a la AGENT ORANGE, THE FACTION, or later MIDDLE 
CLASS! Fun, drenched in reverb and echoey vocals. Nice! 
(Nick Mangel) 

Rabid Dog / PO BOX 14821 Haltom City, TX / 76117 

BURNING TIMES - s/t 7” E.P. 

We get 5 tracks of manic fucking hardcore on this seven 
inch slab of wax. The crazy vocals spew out lyrics about true 
freedom of expression, things that divide us and they also give 
a well deserved punch in the face to part time punx! The music 
occasionally slows down and gives us some time to catch our 
breath before the next blast of raging noise. Very good release 
overall. (Ken Ciderpunk) 
www.myspace.com/burningtimes666 

B.U.S.H. - New American Century CD 

A confession: this is the first time I have ever heard this band. 
After seeing them get hyped in the pages of other magazines, 
I’ve been meaning to check ’em out. Well I’m mighty glad I got 
this disc in my review pile, cuz this shit is awesome! Combine 
the raw fuzz of classic garage punk with the speed and fury 
of ‘80’s hardcore, and you’ll have an idea of what you’re in 
for! Fast, furious, political, and to the point. Sort of along the 
lines of MARGARET THRASHER with Martin from CRUDOS 
on vocals. While some of the tracks are sung in Portuguese, 
there are English translations for those of us poor Anglophone 
bastards. Oh yeah, I almost forgot - as an added bonus, the 
tracks from the Buy Us Some Heroin EP are included too! 
Gnarly... (Inbred) 

Peculio Discos // www.peculiosdiscos.com.br 

CAN KICKERS Live at Lava Zone CD 

This recording of the CAN KICKERS is a live set from the LAVA 
Zone in West Philadelphia. This is happy hoe-down dancin’ 
music; fiddles wail, cowbells ding, and banjos pluck through 
rhythmic happy old-timey tunes. The perfect background 
music for the disheveled law-breaking train hopper; I feel like 
I’m jumpin’ on the wagon and getting chased out of Hazard 
County. Fans of old country and blues, as well as folk punk 
should be sure to check these guys out! (Maygun) 

Fistolo Records / PO Box 2836 / Upper Darby, PA 19082 // 
www.fistolo.com 
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CHICKEN’S CALL Maintenant ou Jemais 10” 

I guess this band has been around for about 9 years now but 
this is only their second release, and it’s a one-sided 10” with 
an elaborately painted flipside. Way elaborate packaging, 
silkscreened cover. Seems kind of excessive and the virtual 
waste of one side makes it kind of odd. Musically they are 
very melodic, sing songy, punk which sorry but I can’t help but 
compare to LA FRACTION. (Nick Mangel) 
www.lustucrust.org 

COLD SHOULDER - Land or Death Demo 

Straight up hardcore thunder from Indiana that’s like a slap in 
the face. This demo embodies the true spirit of D.I.Y. hardcore 
from the photocopied j-card to the homegrown recording with 
fine production. Each song carries it’s own weight with solid 
song writing and interesting structures that let each stand out. 
The lyrics are well written and to the point. I’d like to see more 
of these folks in the future. (Jake) 

Cold Shoulder / 8731 Havenwood Pass. / Cedar Lake, IN 
46303 // www.myspace.com/coldshouldersxe 

COLLAPSAR - Integers CD 

Long winded instrumental jams where not one song falls under 
the five minute mark. Two guitars and a drummer bash out riff 
heavy tunes that are slightly spacey but very stoner rock meets 
math metal. I don’t know what is in the water in Louisiana, but 
something strange is going on. (Donofthedead) 

Escape Artist Records / PO Box 472 / Downingtown, PA 
19335 

COMPLETE WASTE s/t 7” 

I first became aware of COMPLETE WASTE via their 
contribution to the Twin Cities Hardcore 2007 comp and was 
shocked to attention by this 54 second blast of hardcore. 
They’ve since come out with a self titled 7 inch record. This 
disc is six songs about waking up and getting off your ass and 
living on your own terms and not being fooled by the traps of 
our throw away culture. The term “straight forward” comes 
to mind when I listen to this record; the lyrics are simple, the 
beats are fast and furious and the guitars are paced to match. 
Complete Waste is four Twin Cities kids who know their shit. 
To give a listen and for information on purchasing this 7” go 
to their MySpace. www.myspace.com/completewastehardcore 
(Stinkbot) 

Rock Bottom Records // http://www.myspace.com/ 
rockbottomwrex 

Give Praise Records // http://www.givepraiserecords.com/ 

CRAPPY DRACULA- s.t. 7” 

Four tracks of mid-west garage punk and roll played by some 
dudes with a good sense of humor and a full cooler of beer 
in their practice space. Minimal black and white packaging 
gives this an old school look and feel; the music comes off as 
timeless as well. Think along the lines of FLIPPER meets THE 
DEAD MILKMEN then go from there. The band is made up 
of ex-members of ROBOT HAS WEREWOLF HAND, THEY 
LIVE etc. (LawLess) 
www.myspace.com/crappydracula 

CRITICAL MASSACRE - Skip the Conversation Cut to the 
Castration Demo CDR 

This is a debut demo CDR release from this Flagstaff, 
AZ based six-piece, sharing a member of anarcha-punks 
CREOSOTE. From the name and looks of the packaging, 
(i.e.- a hand glued brown paper lunch bag cover, patch and 
photocopied lyric insert) I was expecting jangly bike-positive 
pop punk and was pleasantly surprised to hear something 
much darker and more intense. CRITICAL MASSACRE takes 
elements of dub, doom metal, crust, ska, jazz, and anarcho- 
punk and swirls them together in a moody melange of feminist 
rage I haven’t really seen since the days of HARUM SCARUM. 
Lack of comparative bands aside, this is a group that I think 
have a lot to say and are more musically astute than much of 
the watered-down, throw-back bands that are really popular 
these days. The cello is a nice touch but it’s buried in the 
mix; I’m looking forward to hearing this band with a more solid 
recording in the future. (Rob Hanna) 

Crit. Mas Distro do N. Gomez / P.O. Box 365 / Flagstaff, AZ 
86002 / myspace.com/criticalmassacreflg 

CRUX - s/t 7” EP 

OK, we get 4 tracks of noise on this seven inch slab of wax 
from this Australian four piece outfit. The record starts off with a 
total sludgecore intro, but quickly changes pace with some fine 
crusty hardcore belted out with very harsh and doomy female 
vocals. There’s definately a stoner metal influence to their 
sound as well. They sound like a combination of NEUROSIS, 
and STATE OF THE UNION and have elements of CELTIC 
FROST playing their more avant garde material. Definitely a 
keeper in my book! (Ken Ciderpunk) 
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DEAD BY DAWN - The Coming Plague LP 

These folks play a heavy groove ridden sludge that grabs your 
soul and pulls you down. It almost sounds exactly the way living 
in Portland, Oregon feels - dark, bleak, and gloomy. To add to 
the aural ton of bricks are lyrics that are deep and full of pain 
and anger forced out over the low droning and chugging. I was 
very surprised to see that they also included four instrumentals 
to mix things up. Man, this just gets heavier every time I listen 
to it. Not recommended for the posi crowd! (Jake) 

The Defector / P.O. Box 3921 / Portland, OR 97208-3921 III 
www.thedefector.com 

DEAD RADICAL / XBRAINIAX - split EP 

Two totally crazy VIP fastcore bands have teamed up to deliver 
an excellent split that you should all buy. DEAD RADICAL’S 
side is tightly packed with 18 songs that are 43890561289 
different places at once and somewhat technical (in the good 
way), under total foaming-at the-mouth vocal stylings. Our 
favorite slumber party heartthrobs*, XBRAINIAX, contribute 10 
new hot jamz full of snappy commentary about how dumb and 
hypocritical punks often are. Fast yet catchy, generally raging, 
highly recommended. *lt’s true... we all paint our toenails, eat 
cupcakes, and argue about which member is cutest. Hearts 
and stars for both bands! (Hazel) 

Fatalist / 19 Goldsmith st / Littleton, MA / 01460 / www.i- 
dealrecords.com/fatalist 

DEATH IN CUSTODY - Infected With Rage CD 

This disc flies by you so fucking fast that you don’t know what 
the hell hit you! Eleven tracks spat out in fourteen fucking 
minutes! This 4 piece outfit hail from Detroit, Ml and you can 
tell that they are heavily influenced by NEGATIVE APPROACH 
and early AGNOSTIC FRONT. The music is tight and heavy 
and the vocals have a definite 80s sound to them. Thumbs up! 
(Ken Ciderpunk) 

Insurgence Records / 2 Bloor St. W. Suite 100-184 / Toronto, 
Ontario/ M4W 3E2 Canada // www.insurgence.net 

DEATHORTION - War and Starvation 7” 

Discharge is the influence and it’s undeniable that they are 
lovers of the D-Beat. In fact, this reminds me of the Why 
period Discharge. The recording is raw but does not lose in 
aggression and power. Dual vocals, one that is very guttural 
and the other vocals are screamed. Dirty guitar riffs that 
defines the sound. Solid bass guitar and drumming that hold 
everything together. I always seem to have a soft spot for this 
genre if done right. This band does it well and 10 songs blow 
right by making you have to go back to the turntable to keep 
flipping it over. (Donofthedead) 

D-Takt & Rapunk Records / Box 13 / 114 79 Stockholm / 
Sweden 

DEATH WITH A DAGGER / KYLMA SOTA split 7” 

DWAG is one of the better up and coming bands playing 
the sort of rock’ ANTI CIMEX, D-Beat and roll style, and 
these tracks just rip! KYLMA SOTA is blown out, distorted, 
bludgeoning Finno-thrash!! Can’t wait to hear more from both 
bands. (Nick Mangel) 

Fight Records / Hikivuorenkatu 17 D 36 / 33710 Tampere / 
Finland // http://www.kolumbus.fi/fight/ 

THE DEGENERICS - Generic Record Collection CD 

This is an excellent discography containing 39 tracks of no 
nonsense HardFuckingCore that rages from start to finish! 
Early BAD BRAINS and BLACK FLAG instantly come to mind. 
Some of the topics of their lyrics are religious dogma, big 
brother, vegetarianism and making the most out of life among 
many other things. The music spans the band’s output from the 
years 1996 - 2005. Everything was remastered in May 2007 
and they managed to cram all 78 minutes worth on this mighty 
fine digipak release. Good stuff! (Ken Ciderpunk) 

Contact: Soul Rebel Records / 230 Skillmans Ln / Somerset, 
NJ 08873 // http://www.myspace.com/thedegenerics 

THE RUINED/DESTRUCTORS 666 - 07:07:07 CD single 

OH JOY! RAPTURE! Imagine my glee upon receiving my 
review pack and finding a new split by THE RUINED and 
DESTRUCTORS 666! The first 2 tracks by THE RUINED are 
Poison Ivy and The Dead Are After Me which is from some 
B horror movie, though which one I do not know. If you do 
write me because I gotta track down the soundtrack. They are 
followed by 2 tracks from DESTRUCTORS 666 who decided 
to do a couple horror rock songs as a tribute to their pals in 
THE RUINED. The first is Vampires Kiss which seems to 
be a salute to Ann Rice and the second Graveyard Stomp is 
some good time horror rock. If you like horror and fun, find 
this, (stinkbot) 

mi 


Rowdy Farrago Records 

DETERRORFORMED Temple of No Gods 7” 

Blazing crusty D-beat from Portland OR! Echoing growling 
vocals spew apocalyptic lyrics... about religious wars, oil, and 
internal struggle. Solid d-beats back metallic guitar riffs- a great 
EP! Fans of straightforward, political crusty d-beat should 
check this out. They aren’t exactly breaking new ground here, 
but who says you need to when you hark to such bands as 
DISCHARGE or DEATHSIDE for influence? Cover artwork 
by Junkyard Jackass of ORDER OF THE VULTURE, and the 
inner poster has a wicked creepy dragon! (Maygun) 

The Defector / P.O. Box 3921 / Portland, OR 97208-3921 III 
www.thedefector.com 

Dl On The Western Front CD 

The 80’s were rad dude. And now you can relive the glory 
days with Fullerton mainstays D.l. (you know “Richard Hung 
Himself’) I’m not being facetious here fella I’m really diggin’ 
the new release. It’s really simple speedy 80’s style punky 
suburban LA hardcore. With nifty bass runs fast guitars and 
singing that’s clear as a bell, no need for a lyric sheet but 
hey they put one in anyway. It’s fun shit but don’t look to this 
release to change your life. Throw it on ride the half pipe and 
maybe have something to drink. I have a son and he really 
enjoyed it too. Songs about runaways, riots, and hey it’s D.l. so 
of course there’s a song about suicide. It ain’t a crucial release 
but if you really like the SoCal speedy 80’s punk stuff why the 
hell not. (stinkbot) 

Suburban Noize Records // www.SuburbanNoizeRecords. 
com 

DIE KREUZEN - Cows and Beer 7” 

It was very nice for the people at Barbarian to re-release this 
since it’s not so easy to find, and it’s great old school punk. 
There are six songs of short, fast and angry outbursts that’ll 
make you want to skank around your room flipping furniture 
with your middle fingers up singing along! This ep is just pure 
energy from start to finish. It’s hard to believe the original was 
pressed twenty-five years ago. Don’t miss this the second time 
around. (Jake) 

Barbarian Records / 254 W. Gilman / Madison, Wl 53703 // 
Earwax666@hotmail.com 

DIRTY POWER GAME - Oligarchia Parassita CD + DVD 

This release was a real treat to be given for review! The CD 
contains ten tracks of brutal dual-vocal crusty hardcore in the 
vein of early EXTREME NOISE TERROR and the mighty 
DISRUPT! This is the band’s 2nd full length and was released 
in December 2007. Unfortunately the lyrics are in Italian with 
no english translations provided for us. The dvd has 11 tracks 
filmed live 6/23/07 at Confino Squat in Cesana, Italy and 
would be a fine addition to this release if they could have done 
something about the vocals, they’re simply way too fucked 
up and distorted making the video kinda hard to watch. (Ken 
Ciderpunk) 

MCR / 157 Kamiagu Maizuru Kyoto / 624-0913 / Japan // www. 
dance.ne.jp/~mcr/ 

DISLICKERS / GIFTGAS ATTACK - Split 7” 

Giftgas Attack start things off with a blown out recording that is 
so distorted. Underneath the din of white noise, you can make 
out the dual vocal attack of D-Beat meets early Chaos UK. On 
the flip, DISLICKERS come out sounding cleaner and clearer 
with their interpretation of the D-Beat sound. This recording 
could have easily come out in the early 80’s or could been 
featured on the Varning for Punk comp. Very raw production 
similar to the time period mentioned. (Donofthedead) 

D-Takt & Rapunk Records / Box 13 / 114 79 Stockholm / 
Sweden 

Warsong do Robin Berg / Kummingatan 110 / 424 43 Angered 
/ Sweden 

D.O.N.D.O.N. - Last Warning CD 

It’s a good thing that some people pay close attention to a good 
band when the rest of us may be in the dark. This album was 
originally released in 1991 with a pressing of only 200 or 300 
( I’ve seen both numbers thrown around) so it’s pretty amazing 
that D.O.N.D.O.N. isn’t just a memory shared by a lucky few. 
Also included are four bonus tracks taken from comps done the 
same year. The recording has that oh so lovely warm analog 
sound that really captures the raw energy and emotion put into 
these songs including the G.B.H. cover. I believe the LP comes 
on streaked red vinyl so if you’re a collector that missed this the 
first time around or just really like good Japanese hardcore with 
gloom and doom lyrics get this. (Jake) 

Schizophrenic Records / 17 West 4th St. / Hamilton Ont. / L9C 
3M2 // www.schizophernicrex.com 
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THE ENDLESS BLOCKADE / HATRED SURGE - split 12” 

It’s nice to know that some bands out there keep the dead art 
of power violence alive, and this split 12” is certainly testament 
to that. Ontario’s THE ENDLESS BLOCKADE start out slow 
and dirgey but then burst into flames in spastic blastbeat fury 
on their half, fans of SPAZZ and CROSSED OUT need apply. 

I was honestly kind of bored during the HATRED SURGE side, 
and some of their vocals were just off. Such is the fate of many 
splits, however because of the gorgeous packaging, artwork, 
and TEB’s raging tracks, I would recommend this to any power 
violence / thrash / grind enthusiast. (Rob Hanna) 
Schizophrenic Records / 17 West 4th St. / Hamilton Ont. / L9C 
3M2 // www.schizophernicrex.com 

F - Four From ‘84 7” 

Burrito Records unearths more old US punk from the vaults 
of yester-year. This one being F, from the early 80’s. To be 
honest I was expecting some break neck speed hardcore, but 
this isn’t the case. F are just more punk, taking influences from 
70’s punk and some LA punk from around the same period. 
Add to that a little new wave and you get F. Think of SOCIAL 
DISTORTION, IGGY, DEVO and some ALIVE COOPER - 
pretty original and catchy to boot. Being early 80’s punk, it’s 
riddled with snotty, in your face and up your nose lyrics - ie 
nothing political - but probably a good representation of their 
thinking at the time. This package includes an interview, bio, 
history and it’s on marble grey vinyl. (Mel Hughes) 

$3 post paid in the US, $5 outside of the US 

Sound Idea Distribution / PO Box 3204 / Brandon, FL 33509- 

3204 // www.soundideadistribtion.com 

FALL OF EFRAFA - Elil CD 

If Tchaikovsky were alive today, he would be in this band. This 
is the latest full-length from this innovative symphonicrust 
outfit, and the second piece of their planned trilogy (the last 
LP, Owsla being the first piece). While they may not be the first 
crust band to use a cello - and they definitely aren’t the first 
band to have TRAGEDY/etc influences in their music - this is 
an absolutely original band. From the song structures to the 
painstakingly planned theme of the trilogy (I hope the next 
piece is coming out soon), this is a band that raises the bar. As 
for this album, there are only three tracks. However, each song 
is over twenty minutes long. Sometimes the buildup can be a 
bit much, but once each song hits the right gear, it is absolutely 
flawless. That being said, this isn’t an album to be listened to as 
background music. This is the sort of record that you need to 
listen to closely. Dark poetry that borders on pretension without 
crossing the line. If you crave haunting, poetic crust with a 
penchant for atheism, this is the record for you. (Inbred) 

Halo of Flies / 430 E. Lloyd St / Milwaukee, Wl 53212 www. 
fallofefrafa.com 

THE FALLOUT - Dismantlement CD 

I really enjoyed their interview in the last issue and equally 
enjoyed this CD too. A breath of fresh air, with their catchy 70’s 
punk styled songs. Good quality, full of hooks and great songs. 
Really well thought out lyrics and they have a great political 
view and plenty of attitude. (Mel Hughes) 

Insurgence Records / 2 Bloor St. W. Suite 100-184 / Toronto, 
Ontario/ M4W 3E2 Canada // www.insurgence.net 

57 OCTAVES BELOW We are all in this Armed CD 

Members of WAKE UP ON FIRE, NUX VOMICA and 
MOONSHINE have come together to create a creepy, beautiful 
harmonic new project. Stripping the music down to more 
acoustic elements, 57 OCTAVES BELOW is a 4 piece made up 
of guitar, cello, piano and drums, with two female and one male 
vocalist all harmonizing haunting, heart-wrenching lyrics over 
and under one another while playing their instruments. Mellow, 
soft, overtures lead into heavier crescendos that make the hair 
on my arms stand up. Musically, this is not much like any of 
the heavier more distorted parts of the aforementioned bands, 
though some quieter intro/outro moments of MOONSHINE and 
NUX VOMICA both hark to where some of this bands initial 
impetus may have been born. I should note that while the songs 
lead up to heavier parts, potential listeners are wise to note that 
this is not “punk music”, per se (there’s no d-beat or thrash here 
kiddies!). That being said, this is as punk as it gets- awesome 
musicians getting together to create something different and 
new, many of whom have worked on multiple projects together 
over the course of many years, with hand-crafted DIY packaging 
to boot! Definitely check these folks out. (Maygun) 
www.myspace.com/57octavesbelow 

THE FREEZE - Rabid Reaction LP 

I grew up listening to THE FREEZE. Probably Boston’s finest 
and underappreciated export, this is a re-release of their 1986 
full length following the heels of the “Land of the Lost” LP. For 
those of you familiar with their earlier material on the “..Boston 
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Not L.A.” compilation, this record is much more polished and 
probably their tightest material before their decline. Comes in 
gorgeous half red half green thick vinyl and a poster/lyric insert 
with song-by-song commentary from singer Cliff Hanger. This 
was a relatively hard one to find back in the day, so pick this up 
if you are a fan of early 80’s US hardcore punk. Also their third 
recorded version of “Trouble if You Hide" may prove to be the 
best one of all time. Absolutely recommended. (Rob Hanna) 
Schizophrenic Records / 17 West 4th St. / Hamilton Ont. / L9C 
3M2 // www.schizophernicrex.com 

THE FILAMENTS / STOCKYARD STOICS - The Special 
Relationship EP 

A great match up, great idea, but sad that these are the last 
recorded offerings from both bands. The STOCKYARD 
STOICS side has three rocking fist-pumpers attacking social ills 
with rough throaty vocals, aggressive rhythm, and a smattering 
of well-placed guitar solos. As for THE FILAMENTS side there 
are also three songs including a live track of aggro punk that 
gets straight to the point, but also throws in some ska flavor. 
The recording is just dirty enough to bring out the best in both 
bands. Also included is a sticker and an amusing photo copied 
‘zine called Merch Guy’s Tour Notes. Maybe these bands will 
do another “last tour ever”. (Jake) 

Fistolo Records / PO Box 2836 / Upper Darby, PA 19082 // 
www.fistolo.com 

FROSEPH - Deep Breath CD 

From the hand-screened cover to the poetic lyrics, Deep Breath 
is a personal release. FROSEPH is a one-man experimental 
riot-folk unit whose music is his way of dealing with painful 
events in his past. The lyrics are extremely beautiful and filled 
with emotion. The honesty and bravery in these words was 
enough to bring tears to my eyes. It’s actually amazing how 
he can make such deceptively upbeat music with such dark 
lyrics. This CD is like a poetic personal zine put together on a 
four-track. I wish I could write a longer review for this, but I’m 
absolutely stunned. (Inbred) 

Crimethlnc / PO Box 13998 Salem, OR 97309-1998 

HELLSHOCK - Shadows of the Afterworld CD 

One of the States’ best Crust/metal acts doin’ the BOLT 
THROWER/AXEGRINDER thing gets their latest LP properly 
issued on Crimes Against Humanity. Great cover art, great 
record altogether. These guys actually put effort into writing 
their songs and because of that they are a very impressive 
band, live, on record, and otherwise. (Nick Mangel) 

Crimes Against Humanity / PO BOX 1421 Eau Claire, Wl / 
54702 

HIRAX - Chaos and Brutality CDEP 

Katon and the boys come correct with four new offerings (OK 
one is a re-recording of “walk with death” from 2001’s Barrage 
of Noise” release- but the other three are brand new rippers). 
HIRAX damn near wrote the book on what thrash metal is and 
they play it like no other band on the planet. HIRAX in its many 
conceptions has always been tried and true to the maximum 
overdrive for most metal heads, laying the foundation of 
crossover back when.... They literally bridged the gap for 
many punk and metal lovers in the early-mid 80’s. HIRAX was 
playing shows up and down the West Coast with the punk and 
metal bands of that time period uniting their legions of fans 
through their music. Mega production on this CD gives the 
recording that “big” metal sound matched with Glenn Rogers 
tasteful guitar riffage and Katon’s aggressive and at times 
melodic vocals really do it for me. HIRAX has been one of 
my favorite bands for over two decades, yes even with line- 
up changes they never seem to disappoint me... And live, oh 
the live HIRAX experience is like nothing else. These guys rip 
and even though there are only four songs on this CD (it was 
a release for their last Euro tour) I’d say it’s a good listen for 
those unfamiliar with the band, and those that are already in 
the know, you probably already have this. (LawLess) 

Self Made God // www.selfmadegod.com 

IN DEFENCE - Don’t Know How to Break Dance CD 

The cover of the zombie punk and ghetto blaster, coupled with 
the title of this CD certainly inform the potential listener that IN 
DEFENCE have a wicked sense of humor. Along with song 
titles such as “No War But Star Wars”, “The Kids Will Still Have 
Their Say”, “Mosh Scene Politics” and “False Positive Youth” 
there is definitely tongue in cheek malarkey to their ideas that 
they are addressing in a fun way, reminding us to have a good 
time while fucking up shit in the system. That said, I can only 
guess because I have to go to their MySpace page to see the 
lyrics. Ah guys, come on - please don’t resort to that. What am 
I going to do when I have no computer while I’m listening to 
the CD? Anyway, that minor blip aside, IN DEFENCE continue 
to shred and the 13 song (unlucky for some, but not us) are 


I 111 


top notch, fast and furious straight ahead hardcore. Everyone 
executed with a passion and burning desire to get you moving. 
They have no trouble there, as the songs are fantastic, with 
great intros which build up to a tornado of sweat drenched 
hardcore songs. Really good quality, fast paced incendiary 
song structure and smoking riffage. Plenty of catchy sing a long, 
which I can only imagine the Twin Cities Crew going apeshit. 
Just think of OUR TURN, THE A-TEAM, SSD, NEGATIVE 
APPROACH, JUDGE, PROJECT X and'STRAIGHT AHEAD. I 
was floored, and I think you will be too. (Mel Hughes) 

Get Outta Town / PO Box 4094 / Winter Park, FL 32793-4094 / 
USA // www.getouttatownrecords.com 

IN DEFENCE - s/t CD 

Right, just read the above to get an idea of this crucial band and 
these songs are equally explosive. 20 songs here; culled from 
their “Twin Cities Crew” 7”, split 7” with BIRDS OF A FEATHER 
and their split 7” with GUN’N’ROSA PARKS. Along with a live 
radio show - that certainly captures the energy and vibe of IN 
DEFENCE in a live situation - which makes me only want to 
see them more. Their songs “Stand Apart” and “Twin Cities 
Crew” have been stuck in my head since I first heard them 
- they are that catchy, but with a raging hardcore dose. If you 
don’t have the vinyl, then definitely get this along with the one 
above. It’s not all studs and spikes in the land of Minneapolis. 
(Mel Hughes) 

www.myspace.com/indefence // www.tchardcorejournal.com 

JDJ BAND - Cruel Way CD 

I thought this was a joke at first, but unfortunately, it’s a real 
release. Now, I try not to give any thing a really bad review, 
and I try not to tear down other people’s creative output, but 
this is just bad. Now the JDJ band is not so much a band, as 
it is just one dude, named JD Jackson. Apparently this guy 
was in some old punk band called THE DESTROYED, and 
is still trying to ride that youth culture music high. But this just 
sounds like someone’s grandfather who gets a little too drunk 
at all the holidays, and regales you with stories of how great 
it was “back in his day” before he plugs in his electric guitar 
and embarrasses everyone. The songs are poorly written, with 
weak guitar riffs, extremely cheesy lyrics full of obvious rhymes, 
and a drum machine in the back ground. The recording is 
really low-fi, and not very good quality, which doesn’t help. My 
review copy came with a piece of paper telling all about this 
CD, and it boasts “This record was #1 for 3 weeks on a college 
radio station in Pennsylvania” Really?!? Who cares? This is 
just sad, and a huge waste of the valuable resources that went 
in to producing this disc. Every one who has one should do the 
Earth a favor and promptly put it in the recycling bin so it can be 
used to make something much more useful. (Righteous) 
R.P.G. Records / PO Box 913 / Lotus, CA 95651 

KRANIUM Rakt In Doden 7” 

Pretty brutal lo-fi thumpin Swedish Rapunk, which has some 
moments of Kang and D-beat!! These guys reminded me a lot 
of SVART PARAD and CRUDE SS not only in the songs but 
recording wise with that weird kind of harmonic sound CRUDE 
SS had. Great! (Nick Mangel) 
www.kranium.st 

LANDMINE MARATHON / SCARECROW split CD 

Too much metal for one hand!!! The first time I listened to this 
it was about 6 am while driving to work and I was not prepared 
for the sheer metal onslaught! The first three tracks are From 
Phoenix, AZ’s LANDMINE MARATHON. No nonsense melodic 
death metal tuned down and brutally executed with finesse, 
and a vocalist who delivers poetic darkness while seemingly 
possessed. The next three tracks belong to SCARECROW 
who at first I thought had a talent for mimicking the 80’s S.F. 
Bay Area thrash sound perfectly only to find that the members 
are actually veterans of that scene who refuse to throw in the 
towel. They totally bring me back to the pay-to-play days at The 
Stone in San Francisco and banging my head up at the stage 
while dodging stoned circle pitting hair farmers. This is the real 
deal so if you aren't old enough to have experienced old school 
thrash live make sure you get this and see them live. (Jake) 
Level Plane Records // www.level-plane.com 

LEGION 666 - Black Goat Armageddon LP 

This is my first experience with LEGION 666, from Toronto, 
and it was a pretty good one! I guess I would describe them as 
First Wave of Black Metal mixed with Scandinavian influenced 
hardcore. LEGION 666 have brutal, deep, gravely vocals, 
relentless metronomic D-Beat drumming, and there are great 
wanky guitar riffs thrown in for good measure. Judging by the 
lyrical content of the “Black Goat Armageddon” LP there’s no 
fucking hope, so let’s pack it in folks. It’s a good thing they 
make it all better with black and red splattered wax and a 
rad poster included with the LP. This is a pretty fucking solid 
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release. (JasonS) 

Schizophrenic Records / 17 West 4th St. / Hamilton Ont. / L9C 
3M2 // www.schizophemicrex.com 

MAN THE CONVEYORS - Cheers CD 

These New England crust-bags just keep getting better with 
every release! This CD EP is a tour version of some new 
recordings that are supposed to be released as a 7” and a split 
7” with PEOPLE AGAIN, only the vinyl wasn’t ready in time for 
tour. This is seven songs of raging old school crust, mixed with 
some blistering Scandi-crust! Think along the lines of EXTREME 
NOISE TERROR, fighting with ANOTHER OPPRESSIVE 
SYSTEM. It’s relentless, it has harsh-as-fuck, dueling male/ 
female vocals, the guitars and bass are chunky and thick, and the 
drums are pummeling! This shit knocks you over! It has gallops 
and double bass thrown in here and there for good measure, it’s 
got heavy, slower break downs once in a while. There’s just the 
right amount of metal influence, and all in all it’s fuckin’ great crust 
punk! The artwork totally reminds me of something from an ‘80’s 
UK crust record, filled with awesome stippled pen & ink drawings. 
The lyrics are filled with intelligent politics, and the booklet has well 
written explanations of the songs. Pick this up! But still be on the 
lookout for the vinyl splits! (righteous) 

Vex Records / P.O. Box 1271 / New Haven, CT 06505 // Vex. 
rex@hotmail.com 

M:40 - Historiens Svarta Vi ng slag CD 
And here we are, another relentless hardcore release from the 
icy wilds of Sweden! There must be something in the water 
over there that causes the punks to consistently bring brutal 
fucking music to the rest of us! M:40 write excellent, crusty 
hardcore that combines slow moody parts with the brutality we 
all know and love. The lyrics are all in Swedish, but thankfully 
the explanations are in English for us ignorant Anglos. The 
songs deal with topics as diverse as anti-fascism, Western 
decadence, society’s expectations, the welfare system, the 
erosion of civil liberties and the coming end of humanity. The 
lyrics are shouted at us in dual gruff voices over top of well- 
structured hardcore that occasionally strays somewhat into 
FROM ASHES RISE territory, but keeping it original enough. 
This is some good shit. (Inbred) 

Halvfabrikat Records do D. Lonnqvist, Mankarrstigen 12 / S- 
387 37 Borgholm / SWEDEN // www.halvfabrikat.net 

MIDDLE CLASS TRASH s/t CD 

Apparently there’s a punk scene in Paducah Kentucky and 
these kids got together and put together a sweet little disc. 
Thirteen songs of both pissed off and funny songs about being 
a less mindless consumer, not being happy with the music 
industry, the current situation in Iraq, having beers and being a 
comic book nerd. It’s good fast punk played with just the right 
proficiency to keeps it real and thank fuck it’s not too produced. 
It’s just perfect and has loads of swears. (Stinkbot) 

Self released // myspace.com/middleclasstrash 

MISERY INDEX / MUMAKIL Ruling Class Cancelled split CD 

MISERY INDEX deliver an exceedingly heavy and quite fast 
death grind on their four tracks. Lyrics are very well written and 
deal with the coming global insurrection, creeping fascism and 
the would-be ruling class. Took me a few minutes, but I really 
got into this stuff. Switzerland’s MUMAKIL are a bit less heavy, 
but faster, much darker, and lean more to the black metal side 
of grind. I feel like I’m in a machine-gun nest when I listen to 
these guys! Unfortunately they did not provide lyrics but the 
high quality of the music does not need translation. This CD 
is highly recommended for those who like their grind sounding 
like a carpet-bombing. (Matt Indignant) 

Power It Up / Zum Holzfelde 12 / 31226 Peine / Germany 

THE MOB - May Inspire Revolutionary Acts CD 

On the flip side of the coin of fast brutal anarcho punk bands 
there was the mellower side, that included the likes of THE 
MOB. A tuneful band, based in London in the early ‘80’s, that 
gently strummed their poetic and sombre songs for a few years 
before heading off into the sunset and doing a bit of camping. 
‘May Inspire Revolutionary Acts’ comprises of unreleased 
versions of their most potent songs ‘Crying Again’ and ‘No 
Doves Fly Here’, along with their ‘Ching’ cassette and the ‘A 
Tribute To Bert Weedon’ cassette and some really good quality 
live songs - which are a force in themselves. There is a 12 
page booklet with photos, etc and sleeve notes. Personally I 
think it would have benefited more with their lyrics, which would 
have given a more rounded view of what the MOB were. A 
quality release. (Mel Hughes) 

Overground Records / P.O. Box 1 NW / Newcastle-upon-Tyne / 
NE99 1NW / U.K. // www.overgroundrecords.co.uk 

MxVxD - Hate record collection Schnell, laut, primitiv... 
von 89 bis 01 CD 


“Mundus Vult Decipi.” Means The world wants to be deceived 
in Latin, and is a crustpunk band from Berlin, Germany. This 
Is a discography release wich contains all their splits and 7” 
from 1989 to 2001 . The music is raw and intense, very fast and 
sometimes reminds of early thrash bands... lovers of MOB- 
47 and TOTALITAR will love this. The band also have great 
political lyrics. I've had never heard this band befor, now I am 
glad I have., great CD! (Paul) 
mxvxd@yahoo.de 

NAKOT/ DYSPNEA split 7” 

NAKOT from Serbia and DYSPNEA from Greece team up on 
this 7”. NAKOT plays killer hardcore punk with gruff vocals. 
They sing in their native language with dark lyrics, and, as 
they say themselves, is not because that’s how it should be in 
the crust/punk genre, but because of the reality of civilization. 
This is the first time I have heard NAKOT and I must say I’m 
impressed. DYSPNEA play dark crust in the vein of bands like 
ACURSED and GUIDED CRADLE and they do it well too. 
Good work from both bands. I may add that the killer artwork 
by DOOMSDAY GRAPHICS also helps make this a 7” that you 
should own. (Paul) 

We Don’t Fight It / Scarecrow / Alcoholic Desaster trade_is_ 
more_human@yahoo.gr 

NEUTRALBOY - Everybody Dies Cd 

This four piece band from Seattle, WA crank out 14 tracks 
of good straight forward punk rock on this fine digipak CD 
release. No lyrics included, which really bothers me actually 
but the vocals are pretty easy to understand, gruff though they 
may be. Not bad. (Ken Ciderpunk) 
www.myspace.com/neutralboy 

NOISE A GO GO’S - Rock n Noise Grind n Roll CD 

This is really Japan’s gore-grind legends GORE BEYOND 
NECROPSY fulfilling all their rock and roll dreams via their 
alter ego NOISE A GO GO’S. Within these sixteen tracks lay 
some crazy-assed greaser grind and roll. There’s a lot going on 
on this here disk; the band is playing ballz to the wallz distorted 
guitar riffage put to some blaster beats while accompanied by 
Elvis-esque vokillz that change on a dime to brutal death metal 
GGGRRRRRRRSSSSS. There are even some surf elements 
as well as some hardcore thrown in for good measure. What 
this album is offering is different and definitely memorable in a 
weird way, similar to later era C.S.S.O. (LawLess) 

HG Fact // www.interq.or.jp/japan/hgfact/ 

NUCLEAR DEATH TERROR-demo 2005 EP 

Here we have four songs of mid-tempo, roaring-vocal-ed 
Scandi-crust covered with wailing guitar leads that could 
appeal to people who like 3 WAY CUM and STATE OF FEAR. 
The lyrics are bleak and generally apocalyptic in nature, as is 
the layout. Stencil font and studded jackets abound. Not bad, 
but not mind-blowing either. I’d probably check out their more 
recent material. (Hazel) 

D-Takt & Rapunk / Box 13 / 11479 / Stockholm / Sweden / 
skitliv666@gmail.com 

PAPERDOLLS - The Question is, What Color? CD 

The debut 9-song CD release from this Miami-based duet, 
PAPER DOLLS play a really interesting hybrid of Spanish 
classical guitar and what comes across as anarchist folk. A 
politically-charged RODRIGO Y GABRIELA perhaps, this is 
actually pretty well written and arranged, and the guitar leads 
and rhythms are certainly undeniable throughout the recording. 
Hand glued digipak with photocopied lyric booklet inside, the 
more I listen to it the more I dig it. Both the male and female 
vocals are complementary to one another and at times it has a 
darker REVEREND GLASSEYE-ish kind of feel and at others 
it’s quite melancholy. For those of you who like the darkside of 
folk music this might be up your alley. (Rob Hanna) 

Incest Records / www.incestrecords.org 

PARASYTIC Hymn LP 

Fast thrashy hardcore tinged with a bit of crust. Really 
listenable as there are enough tempo changes, shredding 
solos, galloping drums and such to keep things interesting. 
Lyrics are well put together as well and deal with consumerism, 
greed, war, and vivisection. The gatefold cover features a 
really creepy insectoid Madonna and child on the front, a dead 
bird on the back, and what appears to be the grail inside. No 
easy comparisons as this is better than most other bands 
that use this style but, if you’re a fan of MUNICIPAL WASTE, 
BEHIND ENEMY LINES, HELLSHOCK and/or the almighty 
SACRILEGE you should waste no time picking this gem up. 
(Matt Indignant) 

Despotic Records / PO Box 832 / Long Beach, CA 90801 
CD version on Vex Records 


PERSONKRETS 3:1 - RuinerT" 

Just when I was starting to really get into this band they 
break up. I guess sometimes the best things end before they 
decline, and this is kind of an appropriate farewell for this 
short lived Swedish d-beat group. Three tracks of gloomy 
metallic crust, much darker than their earlier material but still 
earnest and brutal as were their 10" and LP. Fans of bands 
like SKITSYSTEM and MARTYRDOD will dig this as much 
as I did, and those of you who aren’t completely burnt out on 
dark melodic crust should pick this and their earlier material up 
before it’s gone forever. (Rob Hanna) 

Halvfabrikat Records / Poppelgatan 6 / 385 32 Torsas / Sweden 
/ www.halvfabrikat.net 

PERTH EXPRESS - Discography CD 

PERTH EXPRESS from Germany plays riff-heavy hardcore 
in the veins like HHIG, TRAGEDY and even MASTODON 
sometimes. This CD contains the bands 12”, 10” and 7” along 
with a four song demo. I find this a very good release. Very in 
your face, and with downtuned guitars. Sometimes they sound 
like HHIG, and if you like that in a band you will like this. A little 
too metal for me, but that’s my personal taste. Check them 
out. (Paul) 

TDB Records C/o Jonathan Livingston / 14 Elm Street / 
Brookline, MA 02445 // www.tdbrecords.com 

PLASTIC GUNS - Dead End Citizens CD 

French streetpunk? NO FUCKIN’ WAY!?! This is some snotty 
punk and if you dig the street punk you’ll really enjoy this 
release from St. Ettienne’s PLASTIC GUNS. Featuring former 
members of THE DICKHEADS, PROTEX BLUE, CIDER 
BREAKFAST among others these guys rock through 1 3 tracks 
of snotty punk. It’s a little like RANCID’s And Out Come The 
Wolves with aspects of BLANKS 77, a whisper of SOCIAL 
DISTORTION and just a hint of TRBNGR and all done with 
a French accent making it classy beyond the means of Tim 
Armstrong. I’ll be hoisting zoiders to this tonight and maybe 
sporting a bowler. (Stinkbot) 

Solitube Urbaine // www.solitudeurbaine.fr.st 

THE P.M.R.C.- Polyphonies For The Modern Renaissance 
Cannibal 7” 

This is some killer ‘80’s inspired hardcore punk rock-n-roll 
that comes off as refreshingly original and fun. Reminiscent 
of bands like BLACK FLAG, The GOONS, BAD BRAINS and 
RESTLESS YOUTH this hunk of vinyl delivers the goods with a 
one, two punch and big knock out. Really good recording and 
mix gives this an extra edge. Check it out. (LawLess) 
Motorchest Records / PO Box 725 / Poplar Bluff, MO 63901 

PNS - Posledni Odpocet CD 

This Czech band plays furious street punk that kicks you in 
the face with a steel-capped boot! Normally this type of punk 
isn’t my thing, but I’m willing to make an exception in this 
case. Finally a street punk band that puts the music before 
the fucking fashion (punk core bands, please take note), 
and therefore doesn't come across as another stale cartoon. 
There’s definitely a UK ‘82 influence, but you can also hear 
an American hardcore sound in there, and at times I can even 
feel a SIN DIOS vibe. Unfortunately the liner notes didn’t come 
with English translations, so I have no idea what the songs 
are about. That being said, that’s my only complaint. This is 
some good, bare bones street punk. No frills, no overproduced 
fashion clones. Kids, put down your VIRUS disc and put on 
something a little more real. (Inbred) 

Papagajuv Hlasatel Records / www.phr.cz www.myspace. 
com/pnspunx 

THE PRESS - The Complete Press 1984-1994 CD 

Let me start by saying Oi! is not really my thing. I’ve always felt 
it was something of a nebulous concept and if a song doesn’t 
have someone shouting Oi! at some point I just assume it’s 
plain old punk (like that’s a bad thing). But with that said, this 
collection of 15 tracks is a solid listen. Despite their heritage 
these guys remind me a more of WIPERS and SOCIAL 
DISTORTION than THE CLASH or THE BUSINESS, but that’s 
just me. This stuff is catchy as hell and I think I’ll be singing 
along in a matter of days. The songs are mostly about the 
working class blues, hanging out in bars, and giving the bosses 
their just desserts. Also, there’s a song with KLAXONS, so this 
CD is automatically a winner in my book. Includes a sweet 
fold-out lyric sheet/show flyer. Cool. (Matt Indignant) 
Insurgence Records / 2 Bloor St. W. Suite 100-184 / Toronto, 
Ontario/ M4W 3E2 Canada // www.insurgence.net 

RIOT BRIGADE - Break Addiction CD 

This is the second full length record from this 5 piece band. 
There are 15 tracks of melodic hardcore contained on this disc 
that bring to mind 7 SECONDS (especially the sing along/ 






shout along choruses) as well as THE UNSEEN and ANTI 
FLAG. The enhanced CD contains a video for the track “Total 
Rejection” and the vinyl version is limited to 500 copies. (Ken 
Ciderpunk) 

Concrete Jungle Records // www.concretejunglerecords.com/ 

RIPSHIT / OFFSIDES - Split 7” 

A good sampling of tunes from 2 bands hailing from Connecticut 
that both feature female vocalists. Both bands remind me of a 
cross between NAKED AGGRESSION and ALL OR NOTHING 
hardcore. RIPSHIT start things off with a raw recording of fast 
punk rock with well written lyrics. Songs that are well charged 
with energy and vocals delivery that is searing but clear so that 
the lyrics are well heard. On the flip, OFFSIDES play music 
that is similar to RIPSHIT but have a tad more melody to their 
music. Also, they benefit from having a better production in 
recording. A good sample of what is going on in Connecticut. 
(Donofthedead) 

Spicy Soup / 1565 Ella Grasso Blvd. / New Haven, CT 06511 // 
www.myspace.com/spicysoupproductionsct 

ROANOKE - Stormbringer CD 

Straight outta PDX come ROANOKE with their doom filled 
masterpiece that will surely bring the band much acclaim. 
Tattoo artist Todd Janeczek provides the throaty death metal 
vocals that are fueled on by the essence of the tribal drumming 
and crushingly heavy guitar work. The band originally released 
this with only the first track (which is also the name of the 
CD) in a more limited press. This newer version includes two 
more tracks to round out the whole epic audio experience. 
The first track on here clocks in at about 32 minutes (yeah 32 
minutes!) and is deeper than most people and definitely has 
more personality than the rest; going from a repetitive droned 
out beast to an almost at times bluesy epic sludge monster 
that pulls the listener in and shakes ‘em to the core. For those 
into ASUNDER, SABBATH, LOST, COFFINS and MONARCH. 
(LawLess) 

www.supernovarecords.net 

ROVSVETT Sorgedodaren CD 

This is pretty straightforward hardcore from Sweden. There 
are some crusty moments here but the real standouts are 
towards the end when things get a bit more thrashy. Not sure 
what’s going on with the track listing as there are 22 tracks on 
the disc and only 1 5 on the list. I wish I knew what these songs 
are about but there’s one with coffee in the name so that one 
has gotta be good. The cover art features this cool looking 
undead thing with a minigun. (Matt Indignant) 

Six Weeks Records / 225 Lincoln Ave / Cotati, CA 94931 // 
www. sixweeks . com 

ROVSVETT- Sorgedodaren CD 

Fifteen tracks done up by this Swedish hardcore powerhouse. 
ROVSETT has been ragin’ as a band since ‘83-84 and have 
consistently released some kick-ass old school hardcore. This 
release is no different other than it has more thrashy edges 
than previous offerings. Not many bands have stood the test 
of time like ROVSVETT has; they have managed to stay 
relentlessly ferocious with a heavy dose of mayhem thrown into 
their hardcore attack. Definite nods to MOTORHEAD, POISIN 
IDEA and DISCHARGE make this essential for anyone into the 
aforementioned bands. (LawLess) 

Six Weeks Records / 225 Lincoln Ave / Cotati, CA 94931 // 
www.sixweeks.com 

S.A.T.A.N. - Unfinished Chapter of S.A.T.A.N.’S Comment 
to Reality CD 

Total efficiency seems to be the way these folks roll. It was 
only after I listened to this all the way through once that I 
realized that it's a two piece playing brutal grind that you would 
expect to made by at least a five piece. The sound is very thick 
with both the drummer and guitarist sharing the vocals while 
creating very technical speedy grindcore that is like a mix of 
early CARCASS and CREATION IS CRUCIFICTION. My only 
complaint is that at times you have to really pay attention to 
hear the complexity because they get a little buried. Lyrically 
they concentrate on hating Christianity and they do it well being 
printed in both English and Polish. It takes two to make a thing 
go right. Word. (Jake) 

Zaraza // www.zaraza.ovh.org 

SECTION 802 Last Call for Wishful Thinking CD-R 

This CD is definitely not a drink coaster nor is the sleeve toilet 
paper so don’t fret! SECTION 802 is a band from very tip of 
the penis of the US, Miami, from which I live three hours north 
of. I hope to see SECTION 802 in the future if the opportunity 
arises. Anyways, SECTION 802 has a definite East Bay 
hardcore influence ala GRIMPLE or ECONOCHRIST. They've 
got exceptional walking bass lines and gritty staccato vocals 
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that take me right back to the ‘90’s. I also, for some reason, 
really enjoy bands with lyrics that are super critical/anti religion 
so SECTION 802 really tickled my fancy. It’s too bad there are 
only six songs so I hope they release some new material soon. 
On a side note, the members of SECTION 802 are involved 
with The Firefly Lending Library in Miami so drop in if you’re in 
the area. Check this out! (JasonS) 

Section 802 c/o The Firefly/ 219 NE 29th St/ Miami, FL 33137 
// www.incestrecords.org 

SKARPRETTER Ammunition CD 

Hell fucking yeah! Ungdomshuset may be gone but 
SKARPRETTER aren’t gonna let anyone forget the injustices 
done to the house at the hands of the state and religious 
fuck-nuts. This is nine tracks of anarcho-punk brimming with 
creativity and rage. Reminds me at times of 01 POLLOI, 
CRUCIFIX, and even AGAINST ALL AUTHORITY (minus the 
ska junk). Lyrics deal largely with roving nazi scum, yuppie 
shitheads, and beating up cops. The album art is every bit as 
good as the music. I highly recommend this! (Matt Indignant) 
www.skarpretter.com // skarpretter@skarpretter.com 

SKITSYSTEM - Allt e Skit: Singles Collection CD 

Okay, this needs no introduction. They may be on hiatus, but 
the almighty SKITSYSTEM have released a collection of a 
bunch of early out-of-print singles on one CD! If you’re reading 
this magazine, you should already know about the sheer audio 
brutality of Sweden’s d-beat crust-core legends. If you’re still 
at a loss, think STATE OF FEAR. If you’re like me, you never 
got a chance to get the Profithysteri, Ondskans Ansikte, or 
Levande Lik EPs. Well thankfully, the bastards at Barbarian 
Records in Madison Wisconsin put this together for us. Stop 
reading this and track this down! (Inbred) 

Barbarian Records / 254 West Gilman / Madison, Wl 53703 / 
www.eanvaxwisconsin.com 

SLEEPING AT THE POPES - s/t 7” 

I wasn’t aware of the punk scene in South Africa before getting 
this EP, but now I’m more curious than before. Sadly, SATP no 
longer exists, but fortunately they recorded this killer 7” before 
splitting up. These guys play straight-up hardcore punk with 
some really good politics to back them up! Lots of animal rights 
and anti-state songs, with lyrics that deal directly with issues 
going on in South Africa. Musically, these cats deliver fast, 
catchy hardcore along the lines of CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE. The 
EP is limited to only 500 copies, and I heartily endorse picking 
it up sooner than later. (Inbred) 

BroederKont Records / PO Box 73992 Davis, CA 95617 / 
delinquentOyouth@gmail.com 

Starving Times Records / PO Box 18884 Oakland, CA 94619 / 
nick@mangelslakt.org 

SMASH IT UP s/t CD 

SMASH IT UP hail from Gothenburg Sweden and come at you 
swingin’ some ballsy guitar driven punk. 

This Swedish four piece pays homage to, in their words, “All 
the old shit, the in between and some of the new breed.” There 
is a definite early punk influence going on here but it’s more 
relevant to where we are today. It’s fast paced rock with gritty 
punk edge, snotty growly and sometimes melodic vocals with 
catchy guitar riffs and a solid beat. Six songs covering the 
usual topics: grumpy drunkenness, corporate criminals, the 
pigs, old punks and the demise of rock. All School Streetcore 
Punk. That’s their tagline and I’m inclined to agree. Enough of 
the fractured factions... LET’S DANCE! (Stinkbot) 
www.myspace.com/smashitup1988 // www.smashitup.se 

SQUALORA - s/t LP 

So I read somewhere that SQUALORA is most of the members 
of the band ASS END OFFENDERS. Since I’ve never heard 
A.E.O. I can’t tell you how this new band compares to their old 
sound, but I can tell you it’s a pretty awesome record. It’s sort of 
crusty hardcore, with some heavier parts, and some thrashing 
goodness. Over all the music is played at a pretty faced pace, 
but not too fast. At times it reminds me of BORN/DEAD. The 
record has a little bit of an epic crust feel to it, but not nearly 
enough for someone to try and call it a “TRAGEDY rip-off”. 
The vocals are harsh, but still pretty intelligible. And the cover 
art is rad! It reminds me of something Victoria (fromDAMAD) 
would paint. And the local is foil embossed for extra cool-ness. 
(Righteous) 

Defector Records / PO. Box 3921 / Portland, OR 97208-3921 
// www.thedefector.com 

SUSPECTED TERRORISTS - s/t CD 

Suspected Terrorists from Louisville, KY, delivers garage 
punk rock on this CD. They have a little trashy sound which 
makes me think of DEAD MOON, although this is a little 
punkier. Imagine DEAD MOON paired REAGAN YOUTHS or 
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something. Normally this is not my cup of tea, but today after 
hearing a couple of hours on crust, I found this very refreshing 
inspiring and good. Lyrically, SUSPECTED TERRORISTS 
rail against a number of the Bush regime’s greatest offenses: 
the Patriot Act, torture, the use of the “War on Terror” to justify 
racial profiling and the invasion of people’s privacy. I really liked 
this and hope you do too. (Paul) 

Adept Recordings / PO Box 9613 / Louisville, KY 40209-0613 
// www.adeptrecordings.com 

THREATENER ...And the Bending of Throats 7” 

Final release by THREATENER whom I am unfamiliar with so I 
don’t know where they’re from in the US, but anyway that isn’t 
important. What is important is that this here 7” is a fucking 
raging slab of some of the most intense fast raw hardcore I 
have ever heard. At first listen I wasn’t digging it at all and pretty 
much wrote it off as a shitty fast hardcore band but something 

told me to continue listening to it so I did over and over. 

Its easy too because its really short. And with each listen it 
started to grow on me. This beast is pretty much insanely fast 
blasting hardcore with some mid paced breaks that don’t last 
too long with some intense shouting vocals over top of the 
twisted chaotic jams. I really need to check out their previous 
7”s because they seemed to slip under my radar or maybe I’ll 
just wait for a discography CD that I'm sure will surface at some 
point in time. This 7” is limited to 500 copies so don’t sleep on it 
or pay e-bay prices later! If you dig stuff like HELLNATION than 
this is right up your alley (Adrian) 

625 Records // www.625thrash.com 

Pilot Co Pilot Records // pilotcopilotrecords@yahoo.com 

Deer Healer Records // www.deerhealer.com 

SOCIAL TREASON - Even Heroes Have to Die CD 

Band from Alabama that seem to have been heavily influenced 
by early ‘80’s American hardcore. But they also add elements 
of modern hardcore with the use of the gang vocals and the 
metal breakdowns. The recording is raw but the musicianship 
is right on. With better production, this band will probably attain 
a higher level of popularity. (Donofthedead) 

Social Treason / PO Box 12262 / Huntsville, AL 35815-2262 // 
www.myspace.com/socialtreason1984 

EL TRONO DE JUDAS - Gure Kabuz Ala Hil CD 

Excellent CD from this Spanish band. Musically a combination 
of a more tuneful LOS CRUDOS, and definitely an upbeat 
sound of FUN PEOPLE, with some RANCID tinges musically. 
Pretty well done and excellent quality. Great looking package, 
a digi pack, with booklet full of pictures and lyrics. I’m guessing 
they are political lyrics going from the pics as the lyrics are in 
their native tongue. (Mel Hughes) 

DDT / Ronda 12 / 48005 Bilbo / Spain // www.ddtgatazka.com 

TSUNAMI RISING - The Exploration for an Explanation 
CD 

What happens when you take suburban SUBLIME-style “ska” 
and mix in some political lyrics, you get TSUNAMI RISING. 
Now, I’m pretty open-minded about different styles of music, 
but I find this pretty nauseating. I’m sure they’re nice guys and 
all, but this is so paint-by-the-numbers mid-90’s pop-ska it’s 
ridiculous. The lyrics could potentially border on radical, but 
they come across more like eighth-generation hippie “why can’t 
we all get along and wake up together” pap. Not challenging 
in the slightest, this band makes Fat Wreck bands seem like 
CRASS. Give it another year, these guys will be playing the 
Warped Tour. Groan. (Inbred) 
www.myspace.com/tsunamirising 

26 BEERS - s/t CD 

We get 12 tracks of manic hardcore with a definite metal 
influence on this release. This 4 piece band belts out lots a 
heavy riffs, noodly guitar licks and have a lead vocalist that 
could compete with many of the mid ‘80’s thrash metal bands 
that I listened to back then and continue to listen to up to this 
very day. The old German thrash band TANKARD would be 
a very good comparison. They have a very nihilistic view of 
life contained in their lyrics. Topics include having a deathwish, 
genocide and drinking just to get through daily bullshit. Angry 
fucking stuff indeed! (Ken Ciderpunk) 

Rodent Popsicle / PO Box 1143 / Allston, MA 02134 // www. 
rodentpopsicle.com 

26 BEERS s/t CD 

Really good fast thrashin’ goin’ on here sport! Four kids from 
Boston got together and really played the fuck out of their 
instruments, while Frankie Beers screamed some bloody raw 
pissed vocals. This is 12 tracks of high octane crusty metal 
PUNK some seriously amazing fast good times will be had to 
this disc, and I can’t wait to see them in a basement sometime. 
It’s a well produced neat little package lyrics and thank you’s 
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included. Seriously pick it up homie. (Stinkbot) 

Rodent Popsicle / PO Box 1143 / Allston, MA 02134 // www. 
rodentpopsicle.com 

UNDERPRESSURE - Black Bile CD 

No lyrics or anything, just music. With that, music can say a 
thousand words and judging by listening to this they have a lot 
to say. Dark and heavy, but with a thirsty groove and crushing 
beats. BLACK FLAG, DISCHARGE and some rock. Interesting 
and intense. (Mel Hughes) 

Escape Artist Records / PO Box 472 / Downingtown, PA 19335 
// www.escapeartistrecords.com 

UNSEEN FORCE - In Search Of The Truth CD 

This is a LONG OVERDUE reissue of classic mid 80s RVA 
hard fucking core! It contains the “In Search Of The Truth” LP 
from 1986 that was a one time pressing of 500, a California 
radio show recorded during their 1986 US tour and also 
a 2000 MANIACS (Pre UNSEEN FORCE) demo from 
1984. Everything has been remastered for this high quality 
discography CD. Listening to this totally takes me back in time. 
It’s still raw and completely fresh while maintaining a sound 
that could only exist in the mid-80’s. I can’t recommend this CD 
highly enough! (Ken Ciderpunk) 

Grave Mistake Records / PO Box 12482 / Richmond, VA 23241 
/ USA II www.gravemistakerecords.com 

VISION TUN EL Vacion CD 

Upon first hearing this CD I was blown away. Sometimes you 
hear something and you just never want to stop listening to 
it. Well I feel this way about the second release by Zaragoza 
Spain’s VISION TUNEL. I’ll tell you I have nothing to go on 
except the music, I’ve never heard them before, there isn’t a 
lick of English spoken on this release and the liner notes are 
all in Spanish which is a language I do not speak. The music 
reminds me of SHOE GAZER stuff but it’s got more urgency 
and power. It builds to this release point and you just want to 
move. It’s fuckin amazing stuff. A powerful and haunting female 
vocal stresses the emotion of each track. The disc comes 
packaged with a big booklet with all lyrics, in Spanish, worth 
the 7 Euros. Seriously check this out! (Stinkbot) 
www.nohayluzalfinaldeltunel.net 

YEARS OF DECAY s/t LP 

YEARS OF DECAY are a dark anarcho crust band from 
France. Musically a combination of old school hardcore, 
rockin’ punk and just enough crusty metal crunch to keep it 
interesting. The vocals are gruff shouts with howling backups at 
appropriate times. Rather than follow the neo-crust trend of the 
times, YEARS OF DECAY keep the dramatics to a minimum 
and have a sound that’s more in line with stuff coming out in 
the 90’s like SEDITION, SCATHA, HIATUS and the like. The 
lyrics are all relevant, political and are all in English except for 
one song in French and another in German. The cover has 
beautifully constructed artwork and is printed on recycled card 
stock. This is the band’s first album but from the professional 
quality of it you would think they have been around for ages. 
All in all a nice job. 

various labels // http://yearsofdecay.free.fr 

YOU DIE! - Demo CD 

With ex-members of bands such as HYENA, STRUNG 
UP, DESOLATION and SIX BILLION DEAD, and self-sited 
influences ranging from a plethora of bands such as ZERO 
HOUR, SACRILEGE and FANG, one can only begin to 
imagine the incredible onslaught of blasting powerful punk 
rock that will spew out of your speakers when you first listen 
to Oakland, California’s up and cornin’ YOU DIE! Angry pelting 
throaty vocals spew amazing lyrics ranging from topics such as 
summoning demons and referencing old HP Lovecraft stories 
(the song The Silver Key on this demo is a Lovecraft story). 
Her vocals remind me of a time when female fronted vocals 
were angry and in your face, no holds barred punk fucking 
rock with brutal backing male vocals. Musically, these guys 
are great! Fans of old hardcore will love this- with well-timed 
organized riffs that are rhythmically dead on, interweaving 
guitar solos and thrashing drum beats- imagine the best of all 
the aforementioned bands these folks have played in, and the 
hybrid creature that it became can now be known as YOU DIE! 
Check em, check em out! (Maygun) 
www. myspace.com/ca ntwaittoseeyoud ie 

V/A- Free Jeff Luers ... Free the World Benefit CD 

For those of you in the Northwest, the name Jeff Luers may 
sound familiar considering how close to home much of the 
“Green Scare” hit in the past couple years. Convicted to a 
22 year prison sentence for torching SUV’s in protest of 
global warming, this is a benefit CD for his legal defense 
fund. While much of this disc is quite honestly un-listenable 


hippy protest folk music, there are a few DIY punk highlights 
including a rager called “Great White Plague” from Eugene’s 
HAPPY BASTARDS, and an upbeat track from Celtic folk 
punk protagonists MILL A H-UILE RUD. The disc closes with 
a taped lecture by Luers on global climate change for the 2005 
Environmental Law Conference. It’s for a good cause and is 
pretty much worth it for the H.B.’s track. (Rob Hanna) 

Friends of Jeffrey Luers / PO Box 3 / Eugene, OR 97440 

V/A - United World Wide CD 

Pretty cool comp CD here, with 4 bands from around the globe. 
Packed in a 7” sleeve, but the CD has it’s own cover too and 
a cool lyric booklet. OFF BALANCE, from USA, draw a good 
mixture of influence from BREAKDOWN and AGNOSTIC 
FRONT - they even do two covers of them and they are really 
good. Stomping NYHC with all the breakdowns. Harsh lyrics 
on life and how fucked up it is. Good sound quality and the 
anger certainly flows too. QUESTIONS, from Brazil, turn the 
volume up a little more. Excellent fusion of metal and d-beat, 
they even do a great cover of Hear Nothing... equally political 
lyrics too. PROPIA ACTITUD, from Mexico, turn things around 
again and smack you hard with some more NYHC. They do 
a cover of WARZONE, so that should give you and idea of 
where they are coming from. Their lyrics are in their native 
tongue, so I cannot comment. Finally to round it all of are 
SLANG, from Japan, who do two brilliant covers of RIPCORD 
and NEGATIVE APPROACH - which are amazing. Though 
their own songs don’t live up to the covers they do - which 
are balls out fast hardcore, but their own stuff isn’t as fast and 
I was slightly disappointed. But they have their own style and 
it’s good metallic punk. All in all a good comp and a good idea. 
(Mel Hughes) 

Hate Core Records / PMB 187 / 1975 Broad Ripple Ave / 
Indianapolis, IN 46236 // www.hatecorerecords.com 



CRIPPLE BASTARDS -Blackmails And Assholism 2X DVD 

Love them or hate them, whatever you feel about them, you 
gotta give it up that this DVD is fucking awesome! Two DVD’s 
equal six hours of play time chronicling the band’s twenty years 
of existence. Some consider them the grandfathers of Italian 
grind and I wouldn’t hesitate to agree.... these dudes were 
playing the style way before there was a genre. How many 
other bands can say that they helped to define a fucking 
genre? This is edited like a “rock-umentary” and done very 
professionally indeed. Footage on here is from many different 
sources. Taking the time to unravel these Italian grind masters’ 
controversial history have through many interviews with band 
members (past & present), practice footage (starting in ’88- 
damn they look so young and sweet) and much live footage 
ranging from early gigs all over Europe to the east and west 
coast US tours and finishing up with a live set from OEF in 
CZ. I’m sure the highlight for some will be viewing the ABC 
No Rio dealy-o, which to me seemed very anti-climactic after 
hearing different versions of what “really” went down over the 
past five years. Best quote on the DVD has gotta be Joey x- 
STRONG INTENTION saying, “It’s really fashionable to have 
an opinion”. .huh? The quotes in the DVD booklet (from MRR, 
Felix Havoc, etc.) are pretty classic as well, all being negative 
towards the band- these dudes have really capitalized on the 
hate that some have for them and they’ve done it with a hellish 
sense of humor. I will admit that six hours of CB at one sitting 
is damn near impossible, but the editing and content on this 
DVD is pretty cool and will keep the viewer highly entertained. 
(LawLess) 

Obscene Productions / P.O. Box 28 / 53341 Lazn BohdaneD 
/ Czech Republic // www.obscene.cz 

LA ESCENA - Un Documental de Guillermo Gomez 
Alvarez DVD 

If you enjoy learning about other scenes you should check this 
out. It’s a documentary about the history of the punk scene in 
Puerto Rico from the mid-80’s to the present. There’s plenty 
of live show footage and interviews with band members and 
scenesters who talk about musical influences, politics, class, 
drug and alcohol abuse, and racism. The whole film has 
English subtitles and a few music videos at the end. Good 
stuff. (Jake) 

Discos de Hoy / Calle 4 / c-5 Parque Montebello / Trujillo Alto, 
Puerto Rico 00976 // www.discosdehoy.com 

Punkfest ’07 @ Wellington, 19-21/10/07 - DVD 

Well, I let myself get fooled. I thought this was going to be 
video footage, but it’s more of a photo album of the fest. 



Either way there are great pictures of a few bands including 
PUNCHBOWL, THE DREGS, THE WINDUPS, SCAB, 
VISCIOUS RUMORS, SHORTLIVED, SHIT THE BED, THE 
WRONGMEN, and various crowd shots. All in all it’s good if 
you know what you’re getting. (Jake) 

RokPx / PO Box 119, Dunedin, New Zealand // www.RokPx. 
com 

V/A Obscene Extreme 2006 DVD 

Double DVD of the Czech Republic’s annual summer fest of the 
worlds top grind, death metal and crusty hardcore bands. This 
footage is obviously from 2006, and professionally filmed. The 
sound on this thing is excellent, and I believe it is taken directly 
from the sound board so every band sounded great even if I 
wasn’t into the particular band. Each DVD contains about 170 
minutes of footage of the bands (not complete sets more like 
the best of each set), and the highlights of each night were 
(well to me at least): D.H.I.B.A.C., LAMATEMETICA, WORLD 
DOWNFALL, SINISTER (whom unfortunately no longer 
have the female vocalist), CRIPPLE BASTARDS, SQUASH 
BOWELS, BUFO, BOLESNE GRINJE, PUTRFIED, MUMAKIL, 
FROMTHEASHES, PISSCHRIST, F.U.B.A.R., MASSGRAV, 
DRILLER KILLER, SKITSYSTEM, the mighty DISMEMBER, 
BATHTUB SHITTER, BLOCKHEADS, NASHGUL. Over all it 
looks like this fest is the place to be in the summer. One more 
thing, these DVDs are PAL and not NTSC so score yourself a 
region free DVD player! (Adrian) 

Obscene Productions / P.O. Box 28 / 53341 LaznL BohdaneD 
/ Czech Republic // www.obscene.cz 



If you are going to write for any of these publications please be 
aware that prices often do not include postage. 

Abolish Restaurants- a worker’s critique of the food 
service industry 

1/2 size / 58 pages / $? 

As someone who has spent most of my working days in a 
restaurant’s kitchen, a.k.a. the very pit of hell, I completely 
support this amazing declaration. The food industry is one of 
the harshest, most stressful, physically demanding, and under 
appreciated jobs in our culture. In many ways it is trapping/ 
hard to flee, and churns out depressed alcoholic/addicts as fast 
as the meals prepared. So, this zine was of interest to me! It 
begins with the inception, in Paris, 1760, selling meat stews 
called “restaurants” meant to restore health to sick people. 
From there we are brought to every aspect of a restaurant, 
dissecting the bones from boss, to dishwasher, to food sales, 
to light bulbs. It covers the division of labor, the intensity of 
stress, tips, and the relationship to customers. From there we 
switch to the workers’ internal conflict; and how ultimately the 
worker struggle is really one to abolish the agony of the work 
and restaurant themselves. As someone who has loathed the 
job, yet trapped by the only job experience for years, I found 
the only redeemable quality to be the friendships forged from 
the wounds of whip-cracking food service abuse. This zine was 
thoroughly engaging and I recommend it to everyone. There 
are excellent illustrations that map out every aspect of the 
writing too. Highly recommended! (Hatchet) 

Available from: www.prole.info 

Altercation #21 

8 1/2*11/82 pages/ $3.95 

Glossy music-oriented magazine that focuses on more mainstream 
artists: JOAN JETT, FLOGGING MOLLY, THE QUEERS, 
NEKROMANTIX, AGAINST ME, AND NEUROSIS among others. 
Music reviews and a few columns round up the issue. Not exactly 
my cup of tea content-wise, but it was worth a flip through if not only 
for the photographs contained within. (Adaa) 

Altercation Press / PO Box 1509 / Austin, TX 78767 // editor@ 
altercation.net 

Animal Liberation Front Supporters Group Newsletter - 
December 2007 

Tabloid / 12 pages / price unknown 

The focus of this newsletter is on the various ALF and ELF 
activists who are currently in custody of the State. There’s 
an extensive list of the brave people (and their contact 
information) who have put their own freedoms on the line 
to ensure freedom for those who cannot fight back against 
exploitative practices such as vivisection, the fashion industry, 
etc. In this issue, we also have articles regarding the current 
Green Scare in America (aka: government repression against 
the environmental/animal movements) and the SHAC (Stop 
Huntington Animal Cruelty) Campaigns. However, the focus is 
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definitely on animal liberation prisoners and getting their voices 
heard. Please support them however you can. (Inbred) 

ALF Supporters Group / BM Box 1160 / London / WC1N 3XX 
/UK 

Application of Anarchist Theory to the Modern Day Prison 
Struggle 

1/2 size / 16 pages / for free distribution 

The author of this pamphlet is Sean Swain, an inmate at the 
Toledo Correctional Institution. The prison and punishment issue 
has been discussed at various lengths throughout the history of 
radical political struggle. Swain has done his homework for sure, 
citing quotes from Huey Newton, Emma Goldman, Bakunin, 
George Jackson, and Proudhon, among others. In fact, about 
half of this essay is spent quoting other people. That being said, 
this certainly isn’t a beginner’s guide to anarchism or the prison 
struggle. I find it a bit awkward to read at points when the author 
seems to make points in terms that are more complex than they 
need to be. Not a major complaint, but a slight annoyance. In all 
though, this is a good analysis of the prison system, and a good 
launching pad for some serious dialogue. (Inbred) 

South Chicago ABC Zine Distro / PO Box 721 / Homewood, 
IL 60430 

Brand# 3, 2007 

8 1/2 * 12 / 32 pages / 35 kr / Swedish 

I can’t read Swedish but it seems that self-sufficiency and 
alternative housing strategies are the main focus of the 
publication. A variety of independent housing projects, 
most notably squats all over Europe, are highlighted. Very 
interesting artwork is sprinkled throughout this zine, including 
Eric Drookers’ art. (Adaa) 

Brand / Foreningsgatan 28 Suite 355 / 211 65 Malmo / Sweden 
// brand@anarkistisktidning.org 

Defector #36, November 2007 
8 1/2” x 11” / 32 pages / Free (with postage) 

Thankfully some people out there are keeping the art of the 
cut-and-paste zine alive, and Portland’s Defector has been 
delivering consistent monthly material to the city’s thriving 
underground punk scene for nearly three years now. I like 
Defector, mixing political essay, current event reporting, event 
calendars and band interviews into an earnest package. I like 
the spectrum of music covered, and in defiance of Portland’s 
sometimes cliquish atmosphere this little DIY rag is an attempt to 
bring people together. This issue features a funny interview with 
Missoula-transplants SQUALORA, and a slew of photos, record 
reviews, and reprinted Inter Press articles. Nice! (Rob Hanna) 
The Defector / P.O. Box 3921 / Portland, OR 97208-3921 / 
www.thedefector.com 

Defector #37, December 2007 
8 1/2” x 11” / 32 pages / Free (with postage) 

My only qualm with this issue is the lack of original material or 
articles, I guess according to the intro letter submissions were in 
a lull and the entire zine’s content was pulled from the internet. 

I do like the wide range of bands covered in the photos, and the 
pulled articles were at least interesting, and I found the article 
on Israel and Palestine to be intriguing. Hopefully PDX locals 
will chip in and help these guys continuously kick out more 
original content in future issues! (Rob Hanna) 

The Defector / P.O. Box 3921 / Portland, OR 97208-3921 / 
www.thedefector.com 

Dumplings 

1/4 size / 42 pages / 1.60 PPD 

I love food. I love making food, and I certainly enjoy eating it. I 
enjoy zines about food -especially recipe zines. So of course 
I love this zine. The theme of this small zine is, you guessed 
it, dumplings. And well, dumplings are something I have never 
given much thought. This zine taught me a thing or two about 
dumplings. Namely, there are billions of different types of 
dumplings out there! This being a small zine, there are only 21 
recipes represented, but they represent a broad range. There’s 
some rad looking desert dumplings (boiled apple, butterscotch 
apple, peach, burnt sugar, etc.), and a ton of wicked appetizers 
(potato dumplings, Johnny cakes, cornbread dumplings, dahi- 
wada, and paprika dumplings among others). Dumplings are 
cheap and easy to make, and no punk should be without this 
zine! All proceeds go to benefit the 56a Infoshop in London, so 
buy a copy for your mates! Yeah, dumplings! (Inbred) 
do 56a Infoshop / 56 Crampton St, London / SE1 7 3AE / UK 

Dwelling Portably December 2007 
Half size / 16 pages / $1 

As suggested by the title, this is a compilation of articles about 
various aspects of self-sufficient living. There are short pieces 
about winter flooring options, sunlight and vitamins, diet, 
solar cooking, lanterns and other topics. The layout is simple, 


straight forward, and easy to navigate. (Hazel) 

Dwelling Portably / P.O. Box 190-d / Philomath, OR / 97370 

Earth First! Vol 28, #2 January-February 2008 
Tabloid / 32 pages / $4.50 

In a time when everybody and their dog is “getting green” for 
global capitalism, it’s comforting to know that Earth First is still 
here to show us what’s going on. This issue features news on 
state repression in New Zealand, actions in California, and 
a really good article on the next step of American corporate 
imperialism: deep integration. I also really enjoyed the interview 
with Green Scare political prisoner Daniel McGowan. It’s the 
second part unfortunately, so be sure to order some back 
issues to get the rest. There’s some much-needed critiques 
of the movement regarding the acceptance of transfolk, and a 
good critique of the rejection of the rural working class within 
the movement. An important publication. (Inbred) 

Earth First! / PO Box 3023 / Tucson AZ 85702 / www. 
earthfirstjournal.org 

Equalizing X Distortion Vol 7 Issue 5 
8 1/2 x 11 / 24 pages 

Well, here you have it, another killer issue of EXD hot off the 
presses. If you’re not familiar with EQUALIZING DISTORT it is 
the print extension of the weekly Toronto radio show on CIUT 
89.5 FM every Sunday night. Issue Seven has interviews with 
MARGARET THRASHER, a huge retrospective of POINTED 
STICKS and a report from DISTORT VANCOUVER FEST III, 
held at the Japanese Hall, with a shitload of photos from both 
days. By the way, EXD also has their usual music and video 
reviews, and don’t forget the rumormill! EXD always delivers. 
I don’t think I’ve ever seen a boring issue. Keep up the good 
work. Fucking great issue. (JasonS) 

Equalizing X Distort / 21 Foundry Ave Unit 5 / Toronto ON / 
MGH4K7 / Canada // www.ciut.fm 

Fangs Vol. 4 

Book / A-5 Size / 186 pages 

I am so completely blown away by Fangs that I’m at a loss for 
words, which for me is mind blowing in itself. Fangs Vol. 4 is a 
handmade, Japanese book. At 186 pages long, this is volume 4 
and it is dedicated to the great UK band A.O.A. It’s a work of pure 
art. The pages are all bound together so that if you pulled from the 
middle of the book it would be one continuous piece. A lot of the 
information is in Japanese, but FANGS contains the discography 
of A.O.A. It is broken down by format, cover art, title, and running 
time, followed by one hundred and fifty pages of photos, drawings, 
and lyrics lettered in below. I’ve never seen anything like it! Some 
of the pages fold out into posters either vertically or in a gate-fold, 
horizontally. It’s fucking amazing! The coordinator/editor, Kazushi 
Ura, has gone to great lengths to put together a definitive history 
of A.O.A. in an incredibly creative way. He has included a huge 
glossy A.O.A “Murder in the Woods” poster, an A.O.A. “Who Are 
They Trying To Con” sticker, an A.O.A. “Only Death Won Victory” 
cassette, and a mock-up of the A.O.A. “Final Chapter in Mankind’s 
History” 7 inch EP. I just cannot explain how fantastic this is in the 
limited amount of space I have. You have to see this for yourself! 
Well done Fangs and Kazushi Ura. Fucking Brilliant! (JasonS) 
Fangs Office / 203 15-5 Atsubetsu Chuo 3-4 / Atsubetsu-Ku / 
Sapporo City, Hokkaido / 004-0053 Japan //decontrolled 138@ 
power.odn.ne.jp 

Firestorm #15, June 2007 

8 1/2 x 11 / 86 pages / 2 euros (plus postage) / Czech 

Formerly Move Your Ass, this Czech zine just gets better 
with time; its new focus is as much on politics as it is on 
music. The issue in question covers anarcho-feminism in the 
hardcore punk scene - and thus there are interviews with a 
variety of punk-feminist organizations/collectives such as 
Emancypunx from Poland, Love kills from Romania, Anfema 
from Croatia, Bloody Mary zine. Also articles about life in 
Romania and the sweatshops’ implications on products we 
buy. Interviews with SEE YOU IN HELL, STOLEN LIVES, 
LAKME, NIDAL, QUIRITATOO, REIGN OF TERROR, D.O.A., 
THE CASULATIES, and Insane Society records. Firestorm has 
impressed me! (Adaa) 

Jan Kovar, MYA / PO Box 18 / Chrastava, 463 31 / Czech 
Republic // moveyourass@seznam.cz 

Hobnail Review #10, August 2007 
8 1/2x11/8 pages / free (2 IRCs) 

HR continues its goal of publishing an informative guide to 
small press alternative publishing - the list of such is included in 
each issue. The editors focus their efforts on anti-authoritarian, 
radical, and leftist publications. This issue also includes the 
history of Red and Black Notes, an independent socialist 
newspaper published in Canada from 1997 to 2006. (Adaa) 
Hobnail Review / Box 208 / 235 Earls Court Road / London 
SW5 9FE / U.K. 


Hobnail Review #11, September 2007 
8 1/2x11/8 pages / free (2 IRCs) 

See above for info about this guide. The usual list is augmented 
with articles regarding the issue of anarchism and copyright, as 
well as the so-called online revolution and its implications on 
the written media. (Adaa) 

Hobnail Review / Box 208 / 235 Earls Court Road / London 
SW5 9FE/U.K. 

Hobnail Review #12, October 2007 
8 1/2x11/8 pages / free (2 IRCs) 

See above for info about this guide. Along with the usual menu 
items, included are articles about anarchist activists Andre 
Prudhommeaux and Rene Lefeuvre. (Adaa) 

Hobnail Review / Box 208 / 235 Earls Court Road / London 
SW5 9FE / U.K. 

Hobnail Review #13, November 2007 
8 1/2x11/9 pages / free (2 IRCs) 

See above for info about this guide. This time around, the 
history of Hobnail Press and a profile of Franz Pfemfert, a 
radical writer/editor from Germany are featured. (Adaa) 
Hobnail Review / Box 208 / 235 Earls Court Road / London 
SW5 9FE / U.K. 

Hobnail Review #14 January 2008 
Full Size / 6 pages / free (2 IRCs) 

Coined the “Guide to Small Press and Alternative Publishing 
from an Anti-Authoritarian and Libertarian Left Perspective.” 
This is a newsletter dedicated to putting the word out on other 
publications in the realm of anarchist/radical politics. Hobnail 
reviews over a dozen works from all over the globe, while also 
publishing their own low-cost rags “in the tradition of radical 
pamphleteering”. There are also articles on the history of 
the black flag, and a reprinted George Orwell piece called 
“Thoughts on reviewing pamphlets” (1943) with a list of leftist 
literature from the time period. “We live in a time when political 
passions run high, channels of free expression are dwindling, 
and organized lying exists on a scale never before known”... 
this quoted roughly 60 years ago! Hobnail Press is an inspiring 
initiative with the intimacy of paper-in-hand over our computer- 
driven communication. (Hatchet) 

Hobnail Press / Box 208 / 235 Earls Court Road / London SW5 
9FE / UK (hobnailpress@btinternet.com) 

Interview with Russell Maroon Shoatz 
1/2 size / 72 pages / price unknown 

Russell Maroon Shoatz is a political prisoner who was active in 
the Black Liberation movements of the late ‘60s and early 70s. 
He currently resides in the same prison as Mumia Abu-Jamal 
in Pennsylvania. This pamphlet/zine features an extensive 
interview with this revolutionary, covering his life from youth, 
through his political awakening, and up to his current 
incarceration. In addition, the pamphlet has three essays 
written by Mr Shoatz: Black Fighting Formations', Twenty- 
First Century Political Prisoner: Real and Potential ; and (my 
personal favorite) Liberation or Gangsterism: Freedom or 
Slavery. This is an extremely well done tribute to this lesser 
known, but important New Afrikan political prisoner. This is 
essential reading for anyone interested in the Black Liberation 
movement from the 60s onward. (Inbred) 

South Chicago ABC Zine Distro / PO Box 721 / Homewood, 
IL 60430 

Maximum Rocknroll #295, December 2007 
8 1/2x11 / 144 pages/ $4 

Still inks my hands just the same, the only change is the 
seemingly out of place barcode on the front cover. If you still 
have not seen MRR or at least heard of it, you’re probably not 
that much interested in punk in the first place; the ‘DIY punk 
bible’ is still going strong after all the years. Bands covered in this 
issue; WHAT IF GODS LIE, THE CRAWLERS, SURRENDER, 
2:20, THE JONESES, THE BAD SAMARITANS, SHRAPNEL; 
also the usual columns, news items, and tons of reviews. 
This mixed bag actually works quite well but can be a bit 
overwhelming as well - take it in small doses. (Adaa) 

MRR / PO Box 460760 / San Francisco, CA 94146 // www. 
maximumrocknroll.com 

Maximum Rocknroll #296 January 2008 
8.5X11/100+ pages/ $4.00 

The January 2008 issue of this long-running punk institution 
features a rad interview with HELLSHOCK, BASTARD SONS 
OF APOCALYPSE, THE VOIDS, amongst others. There’s a 
really good history of THE SYSTEM by the late Lance Hahn 
(RIP). We also get a pretty sweet photo spread of the fun 
times to be had at Chicago’s Latino Fest this past October. All 
this plus a scene report from Ecuador, and the usual gang of 
columnists. Holy shit - all this for a mere and scant 4 bucks? 
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I've gotta renew my subscription! (Inbred) 

MRR / PO Box 460760 / San Francisco, CA 94146 // www. 
maximumrocknroll.com 

Ox-Fanzine #73 

8 1/2 x 11 / 140 pages / 4.50 euros / German 

Another huge issue of the Ox-Fanzine from Germany. It focuses 
on ‘bigger’ bands: AGAINST ME, AGENT ORANGE, BAD 
RELIGION, SONIC YOUTH, Steve Albini, SUBHUMANS, and 
SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. All are featured in this issue, so you 
should know what to expect content-wise. Typically, they do 
include interviews with some less-known hardcore punk bands 
as well. The zine comes with a sampler CD as well. (Adaa) 
www.ox-fanzine.de 

PLOPPY PANTS # 7 Winter 
1/2 Size / 40 Pages / $4 World 

Oh shit I crapped my pants! It’s a good thing there’s PLOPPY 
PANTS, now I can tell the whole world about it! PLOPPY 
PANTS is full of sordid tales of intentional and unintentional 
pants’ shitting stories, including one from Deek Allan of 01 
POLLOI notoriety. This issue of PLOPPY PANTS also has 
interviews with FUCT OFF, AGATHOCLES, UNHOLY GRAVE, 
THE WANKYS, AVSKUM, Agitate zine, TRIOXIN 245, and a 
pictorial history of ANGELWITCH. Plus, there is a free “Punks 
Picnic” board game and a report from “Means To An End Fest” 
at the 1 in 12 Club in Bradford. If you’ve shit your pants lately, 
write Postman Ploppy, or get Issue #7 of PLOPPY PANTS. 
(JasonS) 

Ploppy Pants / Sabnal Mor Ostaig Sleat /AN T-Eilean 
/ Sgitheanach / IV4Y BRQ / Alba Scotland / UK www. 
problemrecords.co.uk 

Prison Focus #28, Summer 2007 
81/2x11/16 pages / $4 (sample copy free) 

PF is a quarterly publication that works with and on behalf of 
prisoners in California's prisons. Various submissions from ‘the 
other side’ make the zine a compelling read. Why is the prison 
system broken, what is really going on behind the walls of 
certain institutions such as Pelican Bay, what is being done to 
address women prisoners’ treatment? Read up. (Adaa) 

Prison Focus / 2940 16th Street, Suite B5 / San Francisco, 
CA 94103 

Prisoners’ Dilemma #2, September 2007 
7x8 1/2” / 44 pages/ $2 

PD' s theme is the broad idea of ‘self-defense,’ and what it 
might mean to each individual. Interviews with Home Alive, 
a Seattle-based group teaching self-defense skills, the editor 
of the American Gun Culture Report, a recap of the Anarchist 
Book Fair in San Francisco, and interesting columns make this 
a winner. (Adaa) 

Prisoners’ Dilemma / PO Box 95006 / Seattle, WA 98145-2006 
// prisonersdilemma@riseup.net 

Proclamation Indignation #22 
1/2 size / 20 pages / $? 

#22 is numerically up there on the ladder of DIY, personal, 
cut’n’paste endeavors so congrats to them! I am also a fan of 
this “style”, so yeah to me. 19 pages spanning subjects from 
junk-mailing the junk mailers (recycling their waste and turning 
it into art), old friends straying corporate, free things to do in 
Denver, as well as art smatterings, comics, a collage, and an 
interesting list that will defy the ones you make for yourself. The 
overall tone of this multi-editor zine is humor in the shitstorm of 
daily existence, and it was nice to get lost in someone else’s for 
the moment. (Hatchet) 

YR Collective c/o Brian Polk / PO Box 181024 / Denver, CO 
80418 

Razorcake #41 December ‘07/ January ‘08 
Tabloid/ 112 pages/ $4 

If you hadn’t heard, “Razorcake is the only bonafide non- 
profit music magazine in America dedicated to supporting 
independent music culture.” Issue #41 includes interviews 
with political analyst and writer Christian Parenti, FUTURE 
VIRGINS, ELECTRIC KISSES, and GANG GREEN, and also 
features a piece on Arena Rock vs. Prog Rock , and a great 
how to guide titled: How to Fight For a Skate Park. There are 
also essential columns in the pages of Razorcake, check out 
Maddy Tightpants and Amy Adyzie in particular in this issue. 
Also keep your eyes peeled for the sweet artwork, record, zine, 
and book reviews. Decent! (JasonS) 

Razorcake/ PO Box 42129/ Los Angeles, CA 90042 // www. 
razorcake.org 

Romp #26, Summer/Fall 2007 
8 1/2 x 12 / 44 pages / 2.5 euros / German 

Political hardcore punk scene is the focus of this zine from 


Switzerland. An interview with NEVER BUILT RUINS, SOL 
Asian tour diary, squatting news bits, landmines in Southeast 
Asia, comics, and even a crossword puzzle! Nice old-school 
cut and paste layout that can be appreciated since it’s actually 
well put together. (Adaa) 

Romp / Postfach 6633 / 6000 Luzern 6 / Switzerland // romp@ 
bluewin.ch 

Sedition HC Magazine #6 
Tabloid / 56 pages 

SEDITION is from France and I cannot speak or read French. 
SEDITION #6 has interviews with HELLBATS, WITCH HUNT, 
MARTYRDOD, GRAVES AT SEA, PREJUDICE GVA and 
YEAR OF NO LIGHT. Plus reviews scattered throughout, a 
piepe on veg/veganism and Animal Liberation. Also, a report 
from ULTIMATE ROCK NIGHTS and a tour report by Amanda 
Woodward. SEDITION looks amazing, it has a glossy cover, 
high quality paper, and great photography. I just need to 
learn French damn it! If you are proficient in French, get this! 
(JasonS) 

Sedition c/o Exutoire / B.P. 073 / 33031 Bordeaux, Cedex / 
France 

The Shadow #52, September 2007 
Tabloid newsprint / 20 pages / $1 

Shadow Press is an interesting read due to it being informative. 
New York-based, it assesses problems and threats to us 
all, such as Giuliani’s presidential bid, Critical Mass riders 
in NYC’s continued struggle with NYPD, loopholes in rent 
control laws in NYC, the battle for public housing in New 
Orleans, new National US ID card law, and much more. Highly 
recommended! (Adaa) 

Shadow Press / PO Box 20298 / New York, NY 10009 

Short Fast & Loud #1 8 
Full Size / 102 pages. /$? 

I haven’t seen an issue of SF&L in a while so this is cool. I am 
always impressed with it for the packed content and visually 
appealing format. Dedicated to what the title suggests, it is not 
my overall cup o’ tea musically, but DOES leave me curious, 
entertained, and in awe of this tightly wound pack of ragers 
and music nerds. It has everything a great fanzine should: in- 
depth columns from roughly a dozen writers, interviews with 
non-robotic Q’s&A’s, 20 pages worth of reviews (!!), dozens 
of photos and ads. There are also features unique to SF&L 
such as “Gimme 5”, this one being the 5 worst tour stories, 
and my personal favorite: “TeenBeat”, quick interviews with 
teenage bands, always entertaining! This particular Fall '07 
issue features interviews with SLIGHT SLAPPERS, VALSE 
TRISTE, PURE HELL, and NUNSLAUGHTER and is centered 
around a Japanese summer tour. 

Short Fast & Loud / 225 Lincoln Ave. / Cotati, CA 94931 

Silent Succession #2 
1/2 size / 24 pages. / $? 

I was hooked right away with this issue being “dedicated to 
women who have made their mark on punk, whether they 
know it or not”. The cover showcases a collage of women 
spanning the last 3 decades of punk, as well as cut’n’paste 
photos throughout. Included in the themed context are 
interviews with Donna of C.L.l.T. fest RVA on sexism in punk 
rock, and an all-female punk band, DOGMA. There are articles 
on sexual assault, and an interesting take on June Cleaver 
and the Vagina Monologues. Rounding it out are reviews, art, 
poetry, and recipes all with a personalized feel from the editor 
herself. (Hatchet) 

(there is no price or address listed but her email is: 
cancankant@yahoo. com) 

Silent Succession #3 
1/2 size / 24 pages. /$? 

Here we have another issue, themed as well- Freedom of 
choice, speech, action. Articles on being a 30 something female 
at gigs (amongst a much younger crowd), show reviews in 
London, an issue with a stalker and the action taken because 
of it (which I found really interesting), and a job interview from 
the perspective of a pagan (also a great read!). There are 
vegan recipes, poetry, and a SUBHUMANS’ show review with 
photos. I enjoyed these two impassioned issues and hope to 
see more! (Hatchet) 

(there is no price or address listed but her email is: 
cancankant@yahoo. com) 

Slug & Lettuce #90 

Newsprint / 24 pages / Free in person, $1US, $2 Can., $3 
Mex. by mail 

If you have eyes and a pulse then I’m sure you have been 
anxiously awaiting the new S&L to come out just as I have. 
This 20th anniversary issue packed with photos to document 


Chris’s efforts. The pictures make up most of the body of this 
issue replacing the regular columns and reviews. Chris opens 
with a brief history of S&L, and an update on her life now that 
she’s taken on motherhood. The future is up in the air, but 
we’re all hoping that she’ll have the time and energy to keep it 
going. Who knows, maybe Stig will carry the torch some day. 
(Jake) 

Slug & Lettuce / PO Box 26632 / Richmond, VA 23261-6632 // 
Chrisl slug@hotmail.com 

Tenacious: Art and Writings from Women in Prison #13 

1/2 size / 30pages / $2 

This is the kind of literature that will pull you in right away. I don’t 
know if it’s our culture of voyeurism or a sincere empathy for 
the condition these women live in... At any rate this “satisfies" 
both and educates just by the dozen personal entries inside. 
Subjects range from being HIV positive in prison, male officers 
and their stereotype of females behind bars, and visiting 
with a son who has been adopted to new parents. There is 
also stories of the hard work of various jobs, certificates, and 
classes taken behind bars, in some instances worth nill at the 
end of a freedomless day. My particular favorite entry was 
a story told from the perspective of a pair of used Converse 
All stars about their wearer before her time in prison. I highly 
recommend this read, it will open eyes wide and make you 
swallow your own daily complaints. There is contact info for 
most of the contributors. Support this! (Hatchet) 

Black Star / PO Box 20388 / New York, NY 10009 

S. Chicago ABC Zine Distro / PO Box 721 /Homewood, 

IL/60430 

Thought Bombs #29, Winter 2007 
1/2 size / 62 pages / Free 

I can’t count how many political zines I’ve read that look exactly 
like this, and thus I can’t honestly say Thought Bombs is my 
favorite DIY publication. The articles are excessively long 
philosophical anarchist rants by the founder of Chicago’s ABC 
Zine Distro Anthony Rayson, and the lack of images or any 
kind of layout made it hard to get from page to page. I think 
the author tends to include way too much internal dialogue 
with himself and I thought having someone interview him for 
his own zine was a tad bit presumptuous. At times I felt like I 
was reading an infomercial about why I should regard Anthony 
Rayson as an expert on anarchism. I guess I find most 
political diatribe to be cold, artless, and more propaganda than 
anything else, and although I agree with many of his beliefs, 
some different voices or opinions would have been welcome 
here. (Rob Hanna) 

South Chicago ABC Zine Distro / PO. Box 721 / Homewood, 
IL 60430 

Toinen Vaihtoehto #203, 204 
1/2 size/ 28 pages/ price unknown 

Unfortunately I cannot read nor speak any language aside from 
English, so reviewing this Finnish zine was extremely hard. The 
entire zine is in Finnish, and I can’t even pretend to understand 
it. Damn. That being said, this is a good looking zine - although I 
must admit that I don’t like computer layouts. The content is typical 
punk zine fare: interviews, reviews, etc. Issue 203 has nicely-laid 
out interviews with WARCRY (which I really wish I could read! 
Damn my monolingualism!), and BEYOND PINK. Issue 204 
features interviews with VARAUS, KARANTEENI, DESTIERRO, 
plus a cool-looking AORTAORTA minitour diary. Again, the zine is 
professional looking and the perfect size. Apparently TV had to go 
on an emergency hiatus just before these issues came out due to 
main editor Jantsa suffering a brain hemmorage. Scary news, but 
luckily he survived, and the zine should be back on track by now. 
Now I just have to learn Finnish! (Inbred) 

Toinen Vaihtoehto Zine / PL 1 , 65201 / Vaasa, FINLAND / tv@ 
punkfinland.net 

Trust# 126, October/November 2007 
8 1/2 x 11 / 68 pages / 2.5 euros / German 

Music-focused magazine from Germany. Featured artists 
include Frank Rahm (SPERMBIRDS), Chuck Ragan (HOT 
WATER MUSIC), Two Gallants and Tom Haller (Flight 13 
records/mailorder). TONS of show listings and record reviews 
round up this thick zine. (Adaa) 

Trust / Postfach 11 07 62 / 28087 Bremen / Germany. 

Turning The Tide Vol. 20, #5-6, October-December 2007 
Tabloid newsprint / 8 pages / $3 

Turning The Tide is affiliated with the Anti-Racist Action’s 
chapter in Los Angeles as well as with People Against Racist 
Terror. Included are articles about the Black Riders Liberation 
Party, and many news / relevant info from the anti-racism/anti- 
fascism frontlines. (Adaa) 

Anti-Racist Action -LA / PO Box 1055 / Culver City, CA 90232 
// antiracistaction_la@yahoo.com 





_ 


Two Headed Dog Vol. 1 

1/2 size/ 74 pages/ 3 Euro ppd or Trade 

Right off the bat I thought Two Headed Dog was fucking 
excellent! It’s printed on thick, textured paper. It also included 
a poster, sticker and a compilation CD of local bands from 
the Dublin area, which is where Two Headed Dog comes 
from. This project seems to have been a real labor of love. 
The artwork is extensive and interesting, every corner is filled 
with cut n’ paste art and exquisite ink drawings. The writing 
is intense and passionate with topics ranging from interviews 
with indigenous activists in Australia and ABC WEAPONS from 
Melbourne(current members of SCHIFOSI and PISSCHRIST) 
conducted atop the cities abandoned silos (with photos to boot), 
fears and hopes for the future, and a great piece on wolves 
and other pagan animal folklore . Two Headed Dog kicked my 
fucking ass! Do yourself a favor and get this. By the way, the 
CD included with Two Headed Dog rules too! (JasonS) 

Two Headed Dog do Eric / 1 McKee Park / Blackhorse Ave / 
Dublin 7 / Ireland 

Umanita Nova Vol. 87, #25-41, August - December issues, 
2007 

11 x 17 / 8 pages / 1 euro each / Italian 

Looks like I am reviewing 17 different issues of what looks to be 
a very informative and long-running anarchist newsprint from 
Italy (founded in 1920 and published WEEKLY by the Italian 
Anarchist Federation!). These issues focus on demilitarization, 
the ongoing - but largely forgotten war in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Kosovo, Iran, pedophilia in the Roman Catholic church, 
increased efforts to control Europe’s population by surveillance, 
globalization’s effects, and anti-fascists efforts - altogether a 
mix of relevant news and calls to action, with a pronounced 
anti-state angle, but unfortunately I can’t read Italian... Not a 
word about punk music, which is actually a relief. (Adaa) 
Umanita Nova / C.so Palermo 46, 10152, Torino / Italy // fat@ 
inrete.it 

Umanita Nova Vol 87, #42, December 23 2007 
Tabloid / 8 pages / 1 euro 

This Italian newspaper has a long and rich history within the 
anarchist movement. It was founded in 1920, and published 
daily until the fascists took over in 1922. After the fascists 
(official) defeat in 1945, the newspaper started again and has 
published weekly ever since. Unfortunately for my ignorant 
Anglo ass, the writing is all in Italian, so I’m going to have to add 
Italian to the list of languages I must learn before I die. On the 
cover is a photomontage of the now infamous G8 protests in 
Genoa - a look back, I presume. In addition to the large articles 
throughout the issue, there are also small blurbs on the side of 
the pages, which appear to be announcements of upcoming 
actions. This is a very nice looking newspaper, printed on high 
quality newsprint. I really wish I could read it, but that’s my own 
fault. If you can read Italian, or if your interested in learning and 
you’re interested in the Italian anarchist movement, get a copy! 
Errico Malatesta used to write for this newspaper, so you really 
can’t go wrong there. (Inbred) 

Umanita Nova c/o Federazione Anarchica Torinese / C.so 
Palermo 46 / 10152, Torino / ITALY / fat@inrete.it 

Upheaval #12 

8 1/2 x 11/ 2 pages / Stamp US/ $1 world 

This is the second issue of Upheaval that I’ve reviewed and 
there still isn’t really much to it. Upheaval in one page, front 
and back, of record reviews(nine in all) and few reduced show 
flyers. Overall ins not bad as far as reviews go but I’d like a bit 


more content, maybe some zine or book reviews and some 
scene reports from Massachusetts. Upheaval is still worth 41 
cents anyhow. (JasonS) 

Upheaval Zine/ PO Box 301426/ Jamaica Plain, MA / 02130 



Anarchy and Art: From the Paris Commune to the Fall of 
the Berlin Wall by Allan Antliff 

Paperback / 216 pages / $23.95 

Anarchy and art go together hand-in-hand, and Allan Antliff 
interrogates that relationship by showcasing how anarchist 
artists have responded to the world’s crucial problems 
and events in the last 135 years - from Paris Commune 
and Gustave Courbet’s activism, through French Neo- 
Impressionists and their depiction of the homeless in the last 
decade of the 19th century, the Dada movement, the Russian 
revolution’s anarchist art, the 1960s political art, and, finally, 
the world seen by CRASS’ Gee Vaucher. Art can become that 
necessary spark enticing others to action. Plus, it is fun to 
make and look at. The book has numerous illustrations and is 
highly readable. And yes, 7 pages focusing on CRASS’ art is 
never a bad thing! 

Arsenal Pulp Press / Suite 200, 341 Water Street / Vancouver 
BC / Canada V6B 1B8 // www.arsenalpulp.com 

Chainbreaker Bike Book 

Paperback / 8.5”x7” / 256 pages 

Some readers may be familiar with Chainbreaker zine. Now 
you can get the back issues reprinted in one book, plus a 
wealth of information about bicycle maintenance, dealing with 
mechanics, and various related topics. The book is well-laid 
out, easy to read and understand, and covers information 
down to the most basic level. All the bike parts and terms are 
explained for you, so you don’t need an expert translation or 
dictionary in order to get through the first page. I also found the 
zine reprints enjoyable, especially the stories about delivering 
food and working as mechanics in New Orleans. This proves to 
be a valuable resource even for someone such as myself who 
knows absolutely nothing about bicycles, and I’d recommend 
it for bike people or anyone else curious about the subject. 
(Hazel) 

Microcosm Publishing / 222 S. Rogers St. / Bloomington, IN / 
47404 / www.microcosmpublishing.com 

Confrontations by Kristian Williams 

Pamphlet /5.5 * 8.5 /80 pages /$5 

An intelligent examination of state oppression is a theme of 
Kristian Williams’ essays collected here in one publication. The 
author organizes the collection into three parts: defense of the 
idea of direct action, followed by examination of the state’s 
repression of anarchists by comparing historical cases to more 
recent ones and, finally, a look at crowd control strategies. 
While most of the essays were written close to a decade ago, 
the issues they raise are just as relevant today - after all, the 
government crackdowns on dissent have not abated by any 
chance since the days of Seattle. 

Tarantula / 818 SW 3rd Ave. / PMB# 1237 / Portland, OR 
97204 // socialwar.net 
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The F utu re Generation: TheZine^ 

Parents. Kids. Friends and Others by China Martens 

In 1990 the first issue of a small zine called The Future 
Generation was put into print. After being an active part of 
the anarcho-punk community, Martens found herself alone 
with with many questions after she has her daughter. As she 
puts it in her introduction, being a parent was the single issue 
that affected her- daily. Other punks didn’t have kids, and they 
didn’t know how to raise them and relate to them. On this note, 
she began the first radical parenting zine in order to share 
information with other parents. Her zine began with personal 
accounts and excerpts from borrowed books and outside 
sources. As she continued, she gained contributors, and 
knowledge, and eventually used more of her own writing and 
photos as subject matter. This book is a wonderful anthology 
of the 20 years of The Future Generation-, it showcases many 
excerpts of her zines throughout the years in book format. 
Divided into subjects as well as a chronological history, this 
book gives readers today the entirety of her zine- to be able to 
read through it from the beginning, to watch her idea blossom 
as her child grew, is really quite moving. I found the writing to 
be full of heart and wonder, a small idea turned movement by 
the impetus of one person seeking answers and community. A 
must read for fans of personal introspective zines, as well as 
anyone looking for information and compassion while raising a 
radical child in a not so welcoming world. (Maygun) 

Atomic Book Company // www.atomicbookcompany.com 

Ihe„LaM^ Books 1-3 

100 pages (total) 

This is an allegorical tale of a group of circus animals who, 
with the advice of a wizened black panther, decide the 
greatest show on earth is turning them into the living dead. 

I won’t say too much about the plot, as I don’t want to give 
much away. I will say, though, that this is a very enjoyable 
read and it will resonate with anyone possessing any kind of 
social conscious at all. Both of the authors, Travis Washington 
and Sean Swain, have been serving time inside the Ohio penal 
system and partly crafted their story as an analogue of the 
Prison-Industrial Complex. At another level, the authors intend 
for this to be analogous to the wage-slave system. In either 
case the problems are approached from an anti-authoritarian 
perspective. I recommend this to anyone as an introduction to 
the whys and hows of anarchism or to anyone hankering for a 
good fucking read. (Matt Indignant) 

So. Chicago ABC Zine Distro / PO Box 721 / Homewood, IL 
60430 


Turning Failure into Ideology - a novel by Brian Polk 
1/2 size / 180 pages / Bound Book/ $13 

Wow, a personal-style novel by a punk kid. I live for books like 
these. This is the story about a mid-twenties guy named Eli, 
unchallenged and upset about his current lifestyle, one much 
different than he had imagined for himself as a radical punk 
kid. He has a studio apt., a college education, and a corporate 
job where his own father is his boss. This may sound ‘oh woe 
is me’ to those of us who would never have these things, 
option or otherwise, but Eli’s mental anguish is prevalent and 
believable. He struggles against what has been laid out for him 
and what he really wants to do with his life. While this is going 
down he opens his home to two destitute friends. He enters 
a messy, short-lived relationship with the female, while still 
harboring feelings for an ex. The other friend is his ally Frank, 
who seems to be Eli’s voice of reason and the anchor to his 
anarchist beliefs. This novel reads like a journal and at times 
like entering the depths of someone’s neurotic mind. Brian 
Polk has a talent for writing the tender agonies and ridiculous 
analyses we store deep and rarely expose. Devoid of ego, our 
“hero” is anything but the stereotype. At the end of the day he 
is the choices he makes. Eli may have a different scenario than 
you or I, but the struggle is universal: trying to keep the heart 
aflame when the world around is trying to throw a bucket of 
water on our passions. For all of this I really related to Polk’s 
writing and loved this novel. (Hatchet) 

Available through the website: www.vinylcollective.com 

Vegan Cupcakes Take Over the World 

by Isa Chandra Moskowitz & Terry Hope Romero 
Well, this is certainly an exciting cookbook! It’s all cupcakes, 
frostings, and exciting twists to try, all vegan. The recipes are 
divided into basic, classic, and fancy categories-everything from 
your simple golden vanilla cupcakes to rosewater pistachio 
delicacies. There are words on ingredients, decorations, and 
troubleshooting. The few recipes I got to try out were exquisite! 
Recommended! (Hazel) 

Avalon Publishing Group, inc. / 245 West 17 m st. / 11 th floor / 
New York, NY/ 10011 









The debut album from Los Angeles anarcho punk collective Anima Mundi. 
A diverse grouping of songs with sounds ranging from anarcho punk to 
classic Motorhead to early Killing Joke, with male and female vocals. 
Strong lyrics focus on a broad range of topics, from animal rights to the 
pharmaceutical industry, from video surveillance to police riots. 


"It's because of bands like this that I fell in love with punk - 
they simply use their music to deliver messages to anyone 
willing to listen. The female/male vocals are totally in your 
face with no apologies..." ■ PROFANE EXISTENCE 


“...they're going for a different sound than a 
lot of other bands these days. They challenge 
the listener with an interesting take on 
anarcho punk." - MAXIMUM ROCKNROLL 




Order at animamimdi.org or send $12 to: 

One Tribe Media 

PO Box 8766 Hollywood, CA 90078-8766 

Distributed in North America by Ebullition and Profane Existence • Distributed in UK by Active Distribution 


Tunneln i ljusets slut 


Wm 


P.O. BOX 410892 
SAN FRANCISCO, 

CA 94141-0892 USA 
WWW.PRANKRECORDS.COM 


ACURSED "TUNNELN I UUSETS SLUT" LP/CD IRON LUNG “SEXLESS//NO SEX” LP/CD 


VISIT OUR EBAY STORE: 
STORES.EBAY.COM/PRANK-RECORDS 
NEW PRANK BLOG AT: 
WWW.PRANKRECORDS.BLOGSPOT.COM 


CHRIST ON PARADE "SOUNDS OF NATURE" LP SIGNAL LOST "PROSTHETIC SCREAMS' LP / CD KYLESA “S/T Debut LP/CD repressed 

Collects the classic East bay Political punk LIMITED GOLD VINYL FOR MAILORDER 
band s Sounds of Nature ' LP, 1st T. 

Skaterock tracks and unreleased tracks. 


HIS HERO IS GONE "DEAD OF NIGHT IN 0GHT 
MOVEMENTS' T Their classic debut EP. 
Repressed on clear vinyl. 


BORN/DEAD THE FINAL COLLAPSE" LP/CD 
New 7 song LP of point blank anarcho-punk 
Gatefold LP + 12 page booklet. Split colored 
vinyl for mailorder. Add $2 for US orders. 

$4 Canada. $6 Overseas 


WHOLESALE FROM: EBULLITON. NO IDEA. 
REVOLVER USA. SUBTERRANEAN. 


ALSO AVAILABLE FROM: SOUND IDEA. 
REVELATION. INTERPUNK. PROFANE EXISTENCE. 
29 NORTH. STICKFIGURE. DR. STRANGE. 
BRICKWALL. HARDCORE HOLOCAUST.ETC 


COMING SOON: PAINTBOX LP RE-ISSUES. 
WORLD BURNS TO DEATH NEW LP. 
PROTESS/SIGNAL LOST SPLIT EP 


SEND A STAMP FOR COMPLETE CATALOG. 
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NUCLEAR DEATH 
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Back to attack 


D-TAKT & RAPUNK RECORDS 

DOIMP \/Al » r a l 1 ™ 


BRING YOU YET ANOTHER SLAB OF FUCKED UP CRUST PUNK WITH BLACK AND WHITE COVERS 


WAR AND STARVATION 


^OK t^ ATTACK 


(Straight on d-beat raw punk 
w. dual vocals. Feat, members of 
Dodsddmd/Mardrtim/Greed etc. . . ) 

•vv r • j 


(Dark pounding metallic crustcore 
in the vains of Doom, £.N.T« etc., 
4 tracks from their soidout demo) 


(73 tracks of garanterat mangel 
No new tracks, just old farts) 


— — 

DTAKT008: Mareridt - Tba - 7^ 

DTAKT009: Anger Burning/Discover - Split 7 
DTAKT011: Dissober - Outcasts of sobriety 
DTAKT012: Giftgasattack/Mardrom - Split 12 


r LABELS DISTROS GET IN 
4 TOUCH FOR WHOLESALES! 


skitliv666(a)gmail.com|| www . m y S p ace>com / warv j[ c ^^ ms I 


SWEDISH HARDCORE 
WILL NEVER DIEff 


UP THE 

PUNX 

NO 

FUCKIN’ 

RIPOFF 

bullshit 


OIY 

OR DIE! 



HVMKJ LP 


LA CV/fRRA B a NCC0CI0 Df LA 7 


5 / T •7" 

L Vdcr/ 0 

AM0RDA4AD0 7” 4 


BtoW^To BfT^S 

SPLIT LP/CD ’ 

lDQTTOaCOLi L 

get in touch for prices, trades, 
check out the myspace blogs for huge online 
distro list of international punk/crust/hc/thrash/etc.... 


FtVFF AND STVFF: 

TH£ (PS XND (XPly y(XM LP 


tS THIS TH| PRICf OF FRffDOM? T 




Helishock, Wolfbrigade, Skitsystem, Driiier Killer, Behind Enemy 
Lines, Rotten Sound, Morbid Angel, Slayer, Machetazo, Looking 
For An Answer, Doom, Effigy, Rupture, Rambo, Carcass, Kaaos, 
Misery, Disclose, Agathocles, Wartorn, Cripple Bastards, Nausea, 
State of Fear, Victims, Whiplash, Bathtub Shitter, MDC, Aus 
Rotten, The Accused, Fleas And Lice, Broken Bones, Genocide 
SS, Riistetyt, Diskonto, Desoiatevoid, Extinction of Mankind 

We sell 3000+ items with cheap prices and super fast shipping. 

We accept credit cards via a secure connection. 


s^ prjt- Helishock - Shadows 

Of The Afterworld - CD 

.mH Brand new one from one 

Polands best bands 
' a * the mom ent, great 

^ m second album of crust 

' ' inspired metal punk. The 

** * seconc | f u || length album 

from Portlands Helishock lives up to every- 
thing we hoped for and more. Eight new killer 


OUT NOWIII 
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WWW.CAHRECOROS.COM 

We also sell 100+ high quality shirts... 


tracks of crust punk that sounds as if it were 
right out of the late 1980s UK crust explo- 
sion! Recorded during the same session as 
the recently released Warlord EP, the sound 
is just as crystal clear so you feel the full 
brunt of each note as it smashes you in the 
face. Absolutely essential! $9.50 ppd USA 


GAI98WBI8ABS.68N? 


WHAT IS 


WE DON NOT PRODUCE PRINT CATALOGS 
Email: orders@cahrecords.com 
Web: www.cahrecords.com 
Out Next: End Of All New Cd (Out Late March) 
CAH Records / PO Box 1421 / Eau Claire, Wl 54702 


After several months of work we’re launching our newest site. 

For those of you who prefer to purchase your music in MP3 
format you finally have a non corporate D.I.Y. choice! 

Albums are added daily / Songs as low as 13 cents per song 


Crimes f^wrfanitp 

LtrtorOs/SifitrobwUjfni * ' 




FORCA MACABRA 
“Aqui e o inferno” LP 
new album for the ^ 
finmsh braziio-thrashers 


KONTATTO 
"Disiliusiorie” LP 
D-beat like Anti Cimex, 
^E.N.T or early W olipack 
+ italo old school anger 


»r 

|: 

.. '* m ' ; 

RUIN/TRIBE 
split LP 

ex- Doom vs ex-Scatha 
classic uk crust 


SBriflwfwto 


f Si| 


Over 1000 songs and expanding every day! 

WWW.eMIHVBI 0 AIS .991 


a it ay oik 


7 

_ r o 
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ALEHAMMER/TYRAN-Tisplit LP 
. OIUDA ' second LP 

‘ SANCTUM - On the horizon LP 
CRISIS - Dischame your frustration LP 

• ■ *.* 


BANxTHIS! 
“PsychohcTprctions” LP 

from Italy, - for J fans of 
^^Annihilation* T ime 


CHECK OUroijRtAAILOFJlERWjTHWS 


lijas 


DIRTY POWER GAME WOLFBRIGADE 
"Oligarchia parassita” LP “Prey to the woiicT L P^ 
from Rome, sound like the wolves are bade, ten^H 

ENT on double speed new songs, finest crust 


O. MCR COMPAN^PROFANEmXISTE^GE, HAAiOC, RUSTj^AR, 

IVOR, YELLO \^EmQ G, A^RTA'ANTIFASGIS^ 
lit TRABUC, DE ERfsiXj HOEHNIE, SOS,^ELFM^ DEG(OD ,4 RSp PQWER IT UP... 

aniebix^futs^^^yetestationf^roSfi ashes rise, pr^i^M^do o niyaft e ^ the bombs, 
crash boxJfte^ir?^varcohaS^mSS^e\abat^lo^^in^th sawithroat^ gernis^ 

7 / 


ran ;. 
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POOMfcP FUTURE TODAY 




THREE GREAT NEW 7” SINGLES NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE DOC 

jggn^S ALL LIMITED PRESSINGS OF 500, HAND NUMBERED & ON COLORED VINYL 

^ r - Change Records: Our Disease is Spreading ffmr* 

www.drsirange.com P.O.Box 1058, Alia Loma, Ca. 91701 


TWENTY ONE INCHES OF STRANGE 


999 Narcoleptic Youth The Billybones 

Gimme the world Barbi in Bondage We’re Selfish 


Three all new tracks 
from the '77 punk legends 


5 new songs from 
these SoCal punk favorites 


Debut release for 
ex-Skulls singer s new band 


FLEAS & LICE 
PREPARE FOR ARMAGEDDON CD 


iffttsjps M, 

May 8th - 18th May 16th -25th 

MAY 8th SEATTLE, WA @ CAP HILL ARTS CTR. 
MAY 9th TACOMA, WA $ HELL S KITCHEN 
MAY 10th EUGENE, OR § WANDERING GOAT 
MAY 11th PORTLAND, OR @ SATYRICON 
MAY 12th MEDFORD, OR § MUSICHEAD 
MAY 13th EUREKA, CA § PLACEBO 
MAY 14th SAN FRANCISCO, CA § PARKSIDE 
MAY 15th OAKLAND, CA @ YOUR PLACE 
MAY 16th ROWLAND HEIGHTS, CA@AWS ARENA 
MAY 17th SAN DIEGO, CA § CHE CAFE 
MAY 18th CORONA, CA @ SHOWCASE 
MAY 19th PHOENIX, AZ @ MODIFIED ARTS 
MAY 20th ALBQUERQUE, NM § tba 
MAY 21st DENVER, CO § CLIMAX LOUNGE 
MAY 22nd LAWRENCE, KS @ JACKPOT 
MAY 23rd OKC, OK % OKC INFO SHOP 
MAY 24th DALLAS, TX @ RED BLOOD CLUB 
MAY 25th AUSTIN, TX @ RED 7 


ANTIDOTE 

BACK IN YEAR ZERO CD 


MIDNIGHT CREEPS 

SINGLESSPUT&DBWOStIVE CftDVD 


FLEAS & LICE 
EARLY YEARS CD 


AGAINST EMPIRE ! 
ISKRA - SPLIT CD 


FLEAS & LICE 
RECIPES FOR CATASTROPHES CD 


ANTIDOTE 
ANOTHER DOSE CD 


26 BEERS 
Self- Titled CDEP 


MOUTH SEWN SHUT 
PANDEMIC = SOLUTION CD 


MOUTH SEWN SHUT 
DOOMED FUTURE TODAY CD 


THE RESTARTS ANTIDOTE 

OUTSIDER” Digipack CD/LP "NO COMMUNICATION” CD/LP 


INNER TERRESTRIALS 
X (RE-ISSUE) DIGIPACK CD 








BON’T STOP NdHIl 


REJECTED YOUTH 

PUBLIC DISORDER CD/LP 


dJstortedmogorlne.com: Now what about 

the album in general? t realty enjoyed and 
even though the message can get a heavy, 
the music is very uplifting and made me feel 
happy but at the same time made me think. 
Perhaps that was the goal? ff so, well done 
Rejected Youth!. .. <r 

MUSIC / VIDEOS / TOURDATES t 

wrew . ny space . com/ fort here } eet edyouth 


BIOT BBIGA3XE 

BREAK ADDICTIOH CD/LP 

OUT NOW! 


distortedmagozlne.com: .....This punk band is 

not in no©cJ of ony gifnfnicki to mok© thorn 
standout. From sneaky guitar nooks to the 
gang vocals. Riot Brigade have made a 
record that the punk scene have no choree 

■ out to except,, embrace and love. 

. Could 2008 be the year that the global punk • 
.community embraces this German ftve.prece? 
I hope so/ ‘ 

MUSIC / VIDEOS / f/jtiSUSM&i 

■a^*rsys^roe*com/v±<>t'b ■ f ^ ; 


imiMij’, 


M "Each Birth a New 
! % Disaster" LP/CD 
^ Debut LP of killer 
■ Death/Grind/ 
jS Thrash from SF's 2 
P» man assault, 
n * Population 
•L Reduction. 


"S/T" 12" w/ CD 
included. 
King Generator is 
brutal fast PV 
style HC from 
members of 
Discordance Axis, ® 
Shank and I 
Anodyne. | 
Screenprinted | 
covers and etched I 
B-side. 1 


BRIGADE 

trvcftfe aSDirtion 


inti: m, fit cuss. sm ttnn massj 


NIGHTSTICK 

JUSTTCK 


SHARK SOUP THE CONPESSIOF 

BAGS TO TEE B-SIDES WHAT ABOUT THE KIDS? 


SUEEIIiIiA 

ZOHA AJTTIFASCISTA 


Huge Punk & Metal distro, 
T-shirts and MP3's at 
WWW.TANKCRIMES.COM 

Tankcrimes Records 
PO Box 3495 
Oakland, CA 94609 


ZOKA 9 
iXTff&SCISTJ 












diirkreuzon 

r ' - cows eec?? 


collections 
on CD 


MALACHI-lp 


doom metai/crust feat, members of 
ArtimusPyle/HighOnCrime/etc. 
$11ppd US/$14 can-mex/$18 ro w. 

PEOPLE AGAIN /SARJAN HASSAN -split r 
Midwest crust vs. Malaysian thrash. 

$4ppd US/ $7ppd r.o.w. 

PUTIN APRIL/MAY !! 


^ official ^ 

■ 7" reissue St . 

barbarian records /ear wax record shop 
254 west gilman madfson, wi 53703 
2192 south 60th miiwaukee 
(608) 257-6402 earwax666@hotmail.com 
please make contact for trades 


PROTESTANT -“the hate.the hollow. 


. ... . .PI LP/CD 

dynamic & crushing Midwest hardcore. 


Ip - $11ppd US/$14 can-mex/$18 r.o.w. 
CD - $8ppd US/ $9 can-mex/$12 r.o.w. 

END OF ALL 


’the art of decadence" ip 
mean and political Swedish crust. 

Sllppd US/$14 can-mex 

(Europe by bepart/tofuguerilla. CD by CAH records) 

BLACK SEPTEMBER / THOU - r 

Midwest Boltthrower worship vs. 

epic southern doom 
$5ppd US/$8ppd r.o.w. 

KURSK / LYCANTHROPHY split r 
canuck grind (ex HeadHitsConcrete) 
vs. Czech paint peelers 
$5ppd US/$8ppd r.o.w. 


Mexico - Barcelona ©jstro Label since 


CHECK OUT CATALOG/CONTACT CONSULTA EL CATALOGO/CONTACTA 

tuttnu.mvfP4ce.com/eviInaIfe 
^ w hiftericafrecf@em4if.com 


©tit now! Ya disponible! 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


PROTESTANT - s/t 


(2nd press!) 7” 

crushing, dynamic Milwaukee hardcore. 

$4ppd US/$7ppd r o w. 

PROTESTANT - "as dead as we look’co 
compiles 2006 Ip, split 7", and demo 
$6ppd /$9ppd r.o.w 


halooffliesrcds@hotmaii.com 

myspace.com/haloofliesrcds 

huge distro at the myspace address!! 

get in touch for wholesale and trades!! 

cash/money order 
(payable to Cory von Bohlen) 
Halo Of Flies Rees. 430 E. Lloyd St. 

Milwaukee, WI 53212 usa 
myspace.com/halooffliesrcds 
halooffliesrcds@hotmail.com 


VIOLENT HEADACHE 
HOW 

split/LP 12" 


Coming soon... / Proximamente 

Holocaust In Your Head - CD 
Venereal Disease - "Mondo Macabre 
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MOB 47 - “Dom Ijuger igen” i 

7”/ cdep 

PMKS030] WwmmmnW m 
There's no need to introduce this bond, 
After o mere 20 yeors they ore bock , 
with with o fierce hardcore attack! 

One of the most influential bonds in 
Swedish hardcore to date - it is os if 
time stood still, and no one can be 
disappointed in this come bock! A 


Mock 2 wa a 


KVOTERINGEN - “Podens Hondslog”_r^^^te^ 

Another hard hitting release from Kvoteringen. Four tracks ofg 
carefully un-produced punk throsh that once again pay J BS| |* 
homage to the Swedish / Finnish hardcore tradition. 

SOCIAL PRESSURE-^*™*^^ 

Hard boiled old school shit that docks in somewhere between** 
Negative FX via early Fucked Up to later Poison Idea. 

Members of Imperial Leather and The Kind That Kills. m 


FOR \S 
SHOWS 8S\ 
TOUR INFO 

WWWMYSPACE 
COM ^DEFENCE 


mm 


Also on Communichaos Media Ip 
DRAMA - "Creation Destructive T 

CHDR0PH08IA - "S/T IP ■■■ 

TOTAUTAR - "Vi dr eiiten" IP [European pressing] 




Get it from: 

WWW.APHMUSIC.COM 


TEE SKUJJS - ANHIEILATION LP 
OUT KOW - WWW.TEESKUJJS.COM 


totofo. communtcljadSL^com 

'EXCLUSIVE NdRTH*AMERt’tAN DiSTRIBUTON BY PROfANE EXISTENCE fiiIMY5PACf.COM/COMMUNICHAOS 


EXCLUSIVE NORTH AMERIC AN DI5TRIBUT0N BY PROfAME EXISTENCE 







DIY CRUST AN ARCHO PUNK DI3TRO 

/V7^\ /THT\ A ACTIVE rebellion 

(if /h\Yy^n'n 7? V ii f — n 1 A ROEBUCK HOUSE 

VnV )§ KV a U Ctv L W roebuck place 

rA -A ^ vA - _ T> (CHAPEL-en-le-FRITH 

1* 3 D i 3 ft ft r D /7/A/i! 11 HIGH PEAK 

r\ y p duu.y .v/v j) j sk23 oer 

C__]\iilwww.ACTivEREBELLioiIcoK i >S2^ ENGLAND 

★ IRENA@ACTIVEREBELLION.COM 

LARGE smrnQN OF CDs DVDs 

books ones t-shirts vdwl 
BADGES PATCHES TAPES 

★ OVER 500 BADGE DESIGNS ★ 

CONTACT US FOR CUSTOM RADGES 

AND WHOLESALE RATES 

★ WE DISTRIBUTE RELEASES FROM ★ 




L® pis 

9, if*!* 

^ fit ' 9&0 

THE D.I.Y. RESOURCE FOR ANTI-FASHION 
APPAREL, AT DIRT CHEAP PRICES ! 


Over 35 kinds of Studs, 27 kinds of Spikes to give 
you the largest selection for your jacket or DIY projects. 


ENGLISH 77 PUNK STUDS 

FOR CHARGER JACKETS. 


-^y. wffizr'' .ANGRY 

RECORDS HH^I 

I^UDk HALVFASR i KA U ^*?7 

records 

ALSO STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF 
RELEASES BY OTHER LABELS AND BANDS 


INDUSTRY' 


ry CHEAP BULLET BELTS 

mil FOR AS LOW AS SI 8.95 


I STUDDED BELTS 

I VF.G-LEATHER 2 AND 3 ROW 


WWW.ACTIVEREBELLION.COM 


mmi 


TREE SPIKES 

SCREW BACK 


^ records J 

www^inirnical^Gom 


PO Box 2803 I 
Seattle, WA 98111 j 
email: mike@inimicai.com j 
myspace.com/inimicaireeords ii 


PUNK PATCHES 


*J %! ftP ZOMBIE 
i I ■ ■ v ' *% RITUAL 

¥ t* S P ,it7 " ' 

f“ or,d 

Total misfit grind attack Japan *s 
Zombie Ritual return with more 
zombie themed death thrash. While 
the flip side eon tain* s San Diego* s own 
party grind unit Beer and beaches! ! 


Sahn Maru 

"Never Too Late" 

CD/LP 

$8u$/$ 12 world 
(LP $14 world) 

I BO 13 


CLAW SPIKES 


WlUSTHAiMIS 

OVER 25 DIFFERENT KINDS! 


Raging d-beat crust from th is Bay 
Area trio. With ail the darkness that 
one has come to expect from the area . 


P 5 Ballast 

•V "Fuse" 
E CD/LP 


Crazed power violence from the 
Northwest Miles beyond their first 
release. Skate Thrash Stoner Grind! 


Bp * $8us/ 512 world 

(LP $14 world) 
1 R 014 

The second and sadly final powerful 
album of melodic crust Remastered 
for this domestic reissue. 


Receive a 5% discount with this ad when ordering 
online. Enter code PE2008 at checkout time. 

Goto: www.StudsAndSpikes.com 
Paper Catalog is $2.00. Write to: 

Studsandspikes / POB 752-23 / Seattle, WA 98175 

STUDS AND SPIKES.com 


UP NEXT: 

JESUS FUCKING CHRIST 2nd CD/LF 


DIY Punk-family owned and operated . $!h 







ADEPT RECORDINGS presents 


AVAILABLE NOW! 
suspectedterrorists.com 




MOSUmtiTO* 

CRtSCHT 


AXTi-nsttfs * sximsx * pbowit kumm 


avssv i > i«oa.i * mnmxi* * * tv son 


ALL AGES RECORDS 

im mS}) LONDON’S ONLY INDEPENDENT 

PUNK & HARDCORE RECORD STORE 


CAMDEN Bt&H STREET 


Schizophrenic Records • Distributed by: Sound Idea • Revolver 
USA • Ebullition • Revelation • Scratch • Stick Figure • Green 


Hell and more, Stores/Distro we also deal direct. ^ ^ ^ 


OPEN EVEHYOAV 11:30AM - 8:00PM 
27A PRATT STREET. CAMDEN. LONDON NW1 OBG. UK 
TEL. 1+44 1207 267 0303 

shop@allagesiecords.com wMw.allagesrecords.com 
www.mvspace.com/ailagesrecords 


SIX WEEKS RECORDS! 

CONGA FURY-“Never Die”CD NEW 23 
track CD, blinding Japan HC fury! 
CONGA FURY-“Chaotic Noise”LP 


debut release, finally available on 
vinyl!! 

ROVSVETT-“Soraedodaren”CD 


Sweden HC masters return, deadly old 
school d-beat attack! 

CAPITALIST 


CASUALTIES-“Subdivisions In 


Ruin”LP repress finally! On vinyl for 
1st time in 9 yrs. 

Short Fast & Loud #18 w / Pure Hell, 


Slight Slappers, Valse Triste, Nunslau- 
ghter!! 96 pages of thrash! 

S.M.D.-“The Devil Makes Me Do 


it”LP/CD ripping East LA hardcore ala 
DRI, Suicidal & No Mercy. 
MAGRUDERGRIND-Rehashed LP/CD 


Grinding power youth thrash, 18 new 
grenades of fury, going fast!! 

LP: $8.50 usa/$17 world EP:$4/$7 
Zine: $4 usa/$8.50 world CD:$10/$12 
SIX WEEKS: 225 Lincoln ave 
Cotati,CA 94931 USA 
COMING NEXT: Short Fast & Loud 
#19 w/lnsect Warfare/Flagitious 
Idiosyncrasy In The Dilapidation split 
7”. Capitalist Casualties/Hellnation 
SDlit LP/CD!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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rricttHes* 


Distro for labels like: GTA, Hohnie, Assel, Speed State, 
No Way, HG FACT, A20, Arg, Noise and Distortion , 
HCH , RE., Crust War, D - Takt and Rapunk Records, 
Prank, Agipunk, MCR, Anthrax UK, Bloodsucker , 
Plague Bearer, etc .. 


**** featured titles **** 

Vaurio - "Sorta Ja” T $5.00 
Mob 47 - 2xLp gatefold , legit 500 $30 
Nuclear Death Terror - demo T $6.50 
Deathortion - “War and Starvation” T $6.50 
Anthrax - “One Last Drop” cd $11 .50 (80’s UK) 


RECORD 


IP- $10 US// $12 WORLD CD- $8 US // $10 WORLD IP- $5 US// $7 WORLD 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE 

Shf Cfomirgorsft) 


AFTER THE BOMBS 

RELENTLESS ONSLAUGHT - IP / 60 


BROKEN 

AT THE BORDER -IP 


MAN THE CONVEYORS 

CHEERS -CD 


PARASYTIC 

HVMN-CD 


Request to: veltedregnubinfo@gmail.com 
Chris Hardy / velted regnub distro 
3011 red Fox rd 
Trent Woods , NC 28562 
u$a 

e - mail for paypal info 

Over 1 ,600 international punk / hardcore / thrash / 
crust / d-beat / raw punk titles / 70's and 80’s reissues, 
shirts, tapes, video, dvd and more at. 
WWW.VELTEDREGNUB.COM 


I need to say I am sorry to Jersey Mike / B.O.S. 
Records: I am sorry for dropping the ball for so fucking 
long and I am sorry . Thanks for allowing me to fix this! 



* 


VI 




mm 

HIP COPS /GATE 

SPUT-IP 


/f 

wiMhl 

lyplf 

THESKODS 

ANNIHILATION -IP 




RRCORR 


P.0. BOX 1271 // NEW HAVEN , CT // 06505 WWW.MYSPACE.COM/VEXRECORDS 



bread & 

I ROSES 

"Deep River Day" CD 

STOCKYARD 

STOICS/ 

filaments 

The Special I 
i Relationship" 7" I 


^ ' .. mrr r.llF. w ^UiiNY 

...w ^^.MtSCmEFBRE .gjgggQfr WITCH HUNT 

Fistolo Records. P.O. Box 2836. tipper Darby, PA. 190H2 «isa. 
www.riHtolo.eoin * www.inyspaee.eom/fistolorecords * fistolo@hotmail.eom 


'lTIES|»Eci4i 


FISTOLO: 

RECORDS! 


XSUHOCttflU \5IA* 



In the spirit of total... 


PAGE 3 PUNK 

Profane Existence proudly presents... 

BACK 


PAGE PUNm 

Embarrass yourself and your friends by sending in your/their photos for 
new feature coming to a Profane Existence Magazine near you. For our 
inaugural BACK PAGE PUNK pinup we present beautiful Jaebbe from K-town 
guitar-swinger for SKARPRETTER and stand in for Jesus... 

For sending in our winning photo his best buddy Adam will receive a lifetime 
supply of shower gels and bath salts courtesy of Profane Existence. 

We have LOW standards to maintain so keep those photos coming! 



PROFANE EXISTENCE 
PO Box 18051 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 • USA 
Tel: 612-722-1134 • Fax: 612-605-1216 
pe@profaneexistence.com 
www.profaneexistence.com 

CONTRIBUTORS: 

Abigail D. • Adaa • Adrian • Ami Lawless • Anti-Christy • 
Amy Toxic • Bitty • Chris Agitate • Ciderpunk Ken • Dan 
(editor) Damien Inbred • Diamond Doug • Donofthedead 
• Eric Smith • Hazel Thrashalicious • Jake • Jason Sev- 
ered • Joe F. aka Wizago • Krogh • Leigh Pierce • Ma- 
teus Mondoni • Matt Indignant • Mel Hughes • Mollie 
Hatchet • Naked Maygun • Newt • Nick Mangel • Paul • 
Rob Hanna • Sean Swain • Steven Woods • Todd Righ- 
teous • Other contributors listed throughout. 

SPECIAL THANKS: 

Jill and Sylvia for proofing help. 

MOVING? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? 

Profane Existence magazine is sent via bulk 
rate mail and is not automatically forwarded. 
Returned copies cost us a lot of money, so please keep 
us informed of your whereabouts. 

Send C.O.A.’s to listbot@profaneexistence.com 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

Each magazine comes with at least one compilation CD 
and may include additional CDs and other goodies as 
we see fit. Subscriptions are for six issues and the 
rates are: USA: $30, Canada/Mexico: $35, World- 
wide: $45 

ACTIVE REBELLION is our official distribution outlet in 
the UK and are offering PE subscriptions for both the UK 
(£18 for 6 issues) and Europe (£23 for 6 issues). Sub- 
scriptions shipped through Active Rebellion also come 
with the extra goodies we send to those who subscribe 
directly. 

Contact: Active Rebellion 
Roebuck House 
Roebuck Place 
Chapel-en-le-Frith, 

High Peak SK23 OER 
United Kingdom 
Phone: 01298812755 
Fax: 01298811094 
irena@activerebellion.com 
Online: www.activerebellion.com 

Active Rebellion also stock Profane Existence Records 
releases. Individual mailorder and wholesale are avail- 
able. Paypal accepted. 


ADVERTISING INFORMATION: 


Page Size 
Full page 
1/2 page 
1/3 page 
1/4 page 
1/6 page 
1/12 page 
inside covers 


Cost 

Dimensions (W x H) 

$200.00 

7.5” x 10” (bleed also available) 

$100.00 

7.5” x 5” or 3.75” x 10” 

$65.00 

5” x 5” or 2.5” x 10” 

$50.00 

3.75” x 5” 

$35.00 

2.5” x 5” or 5 x 2.5 

$20.00 

2.5” x 2.5” 

ask 



Dimensions Metric 

190.5x254 mm (bleed also available) 

190.5 x 127 mm or 95.3 x 254 mm 
127 x 127 mm or 63.5 x 254 mm 
95.3 x 127 mm 

63.5 x 127 mm or 127 x 63.5 mm 
63.5 x 63.5 mm 


DEADLINES: PE #57 is May 15th, #58 is July 15th, #58 is September 15th and PE #59 is November 15th. 

AD SPECS + PAYMENT: Ads can be sent to us as camera-ready artwork or image files (300 dpi .jpg, 
.pdf or .tif format). We can receive ads by mail (printed or on CD) and via email. Payment must accom- 
pany all ads. 


COMPILATION CD TRACK: Advertisers receive discounts on compilation CD track submission. See 
compilation CD information for discount rates (they vary based on the size of the ad) 


COMPILATION CD FEE SCHEDULE: 

It costs quite a lot of money to include the CD in each is- 
sue of Profane Existence. Therefore we ask bands and 
labels to pitch in to cover the cost as follows: 

STANDARD SUBMISSION: 

Record label / Band standard rate = $.60 per second, 
sold in 60 second chunks. Minimum track submission 
is $108 (for three minutes), with each additional minute 
being $36. 

ADVERTISER DISCOUNT: 

Discounts are available at the following rates: 

FULL PAGE: Free inclusion of track on compi- 
lation CD (up to 3 minutes, $36 per minute 
thereafter) 

1/2 PAGE 50% discount off price of CD track 
($54 for first three minutes, $36 per minute 
thereafter) 

1/3 PAGE: 33.3% discount off price of CD track 
($72 for first three minutes, $36 per minute 
thereafter) 

1/4 PAGE: ($81 for first three minutes, $36 per 
minute thereafter) 

FORMATS: 

Please send song on a CD as a standard CD audio track 
(one we can play on any CD player). We will not ac- 
cept songs on DAT tapes, cassettes, reel to reels, or as 
MP3 files (non-compressed .WAV or .AIFF files are OK). 
Our CD manufacturer also requires written permission 
(a copyright holder’s “Grant of Rights”) for us to include 
your song. This must include band/artist name, song 
title, and contact information (also let us know what you 
would like printed as contact info for publication in the 
magazine). You can download a simple Grant of Rights 
form here: 

https://www.profaneexistence.com/PDF/PE_grant_of_ 

rights.pdf 

Deadline for song submission and payment is the same 
as the ad deadline. The CD will be constructed on a first- 
come, first serve basis, so get your songs in early to en- 
sure inclusion. PE reserves the right to limit the amount 
of songs or refuse any song at our discretion (hint: no rac- 
ist, sexist, homophobic or other bullshit will be accepted). 
All labels or bands who submit songs will receive eight 
copies of the finished magazine / CD. 
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IMPERIAL LEATHER 


IMPERIAL LEATHER Do You Know 
Where Your Children Are? CD / LP 
Coming April 2008 is the second full length album 
from Stockholm’s IMPERIAL LEATHER. This new 
album sees a shift to a much more raw and primal 
sound, losing much of the poppy innocence of their 
M previo us releases. Whether you are a long-time fan or 
,^ift^new to IMPERIAL LEATHER, this album is sure to be 
|?a new favorite: defiant female vocals over raw punk 
rock n’ roll with a hint of classic American hardcore 
circa early 1980s AGENT ORANGE and WIPERS. 


HUMAN ERROR 
Life Sentence LP 

Seventeen tracks of brutal, grinding crust punk from 
Budapest, Hungary in the spirit of early NAPALM 
DEATH, DESTROY! and the like. HUMAN ERROR have 
previously done split releases with SYSTEM SHIT, 
LYCANTHROPHY and SPEAK UP and were a featured 
band at the 2007 edition of the EXTREME OBSCENE 
festival in the Czech Republic. The album features 
cover art by Eric Drooker. A CD versions is available 
from Endless Brutality of Men Records (Mexico). 


BLACKOUT 
Stop the Clock CD 

Following directly on their heels of their 2007 debut 
LP, Minneapolis’ BLACKOUT deliver another dose of 
angst-ridden punk rock and roll madness. The music 
is powerful hardcore punk (read POISON IDEA) with a 
healthy dose of MOTORHEAD style metal. Lyrics are 
cut-to-the-bone observations about life on the ugly 
underside of society. As with the previous album, 
this was recorded at the House of Misery studio and 
a vinyl version will soon be out on Aborted Society. 


STATE OF THE UNION 
In the Bitter End... A Discography CD 
Five pulverizing new tracks (for an unreleased 12” 
in 2000) plus their LP and two EPs in their entirety. 
STATE OF THE UNION played dark, introspective, 
and despair-driven gloom core in a style that groups 
them with likes of DYSTOPIA, CHRISTDRIVER, 
ASBESTODEATH and GODLESH. After STATE OF THE 
UNION disbanded in 2000, their members went on to 
play in several other Seattle area bands such as SOD 
HAULER and THE PRIDS. Total run time is 79:45! 


STIUL HOT FROM 2007 


’ALACHIAN TERROR WARCOLLAPSE MURDER DISCO X V/A They’ve Taken BLACKOUT s/t CD MOUTH SEWN SHUT 

r / WARTORN split CD Defy LP / CD Complete Discography Everything double CD Ten tracks of liquored punk by Doomed Future Today LP 

lins ATU’s “Armageddon..” Sweden’s WARCOLLAPSE break 1997-2004 CD A 34 band benefit/tribute for Stig, this dream band comprised of A 14-song LP that features a pow- 

jsWARTORN’s “Prey for Sal- a half-decade of silence with a Contains their demo cassette, of ICONS OF FILTH. Packaged in The Gooch from ASSRASH, Grant erful fusion of punk, crust, ska, 

ii” EP. Two of the best crust new LP. 12 brutal tracks starting both EP’s, plus their tracks form a beautiful double digipack, with and Joe of PROVOKED and Collin and even reggae, from TOXIC 

i going in North America. All with in massive kang blast and the split LP with JILTED. Rabid 80’s a 36 booklet and foil stamped out of STILLBORN. LP available from NARCOTIC and PROFITS folx. CD 

Marald art and cheap price. ends in a deafening rumble... style hardcore / punk / crust... slip case. Most songs unreleased! Aborted Society Records. on Rodent Popsicle Records. 

AVAILABLE WORLD-WIDE VIA THE INTERNATIONAL D.I.Y. CONSPIRACY OR AT PR0FANEEXISTENCE.COM 
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^ AFTER THE BOMBS Warmonger 
^ ATOMGEVITTER Banned in G.C. 
BALLAST Fuse 
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W ^ BALLAST Fuse 
BLACKOUT Secrets 

V £ BOMBED OUT Human Disease 
w £ BROKEN At the Border 

THE COOTERS Society Sets the Stereotype 
¥ $ DISGUSTING LIES Sumienie Tego Swiata 
_ DIS(10)PUTES La Brigade du Poulet 
f & HEVN All the Same 
w HIP COPS Responsibility 
r ■§ HOLOCAUST IN YOUR HEAD Ciegos 
*? IMPERIAL LEATHER The Power of Blame 
IN DEFENSE 

Making Mock Duck a Threat Again! 

KILL THE EGO / Scooter Libby 
MAN THE CONVEYORS Discarded I 

MIDDLE CLASS TRASH 
Stand for Something 
MURDER DISCO EXPERIENCE 
% Torture Incorporated 
% PARASYTIC Animal Sacrifice 
; % PERSONKRETS 3.1 Krigssang 
v ^ POPULATION REDUCTION Black Metal Beach Party 
% PROTESTANT Obituary 
i ^ RAGING FUGITIVES We Don't Need You 
°£ SKARPRETTER Ammunition 
THE SKUDS Why 

%, SOUND YOUR ALARM Reis Deg 

V \ STATE OF THE UNION Turned Off 
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SUSPECTED TERRORISTS Suspected Terrorists 
0 VICTIMS We’re Fucked 

VICTIMS OF CORRUPTION Headless Human Herd 
XB RAIN I AX Yamazaki 
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